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III. — Fleury  Mesplet,  The  First  Printer  at  Montreal. 
By   R.   W.    McLachlan. 

Honorary  Curator  of  the  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of  Montreal. 
(Communicated  by  Dr.  S.  E.  Dawson,  and  read  May  23,  1906.) 

Preface. 

When  I  commenced  this  memoir  of  Montreal's  first  printer  it  was 
simply  to  give  such  a  short  sketch  as  I  had  deducted  from  a  few- 
documents  that,  I  may  state,  almost  accidentally  came  into  my  hands. 
But,  after  having  started,  fresh  documents  were  unearthed;  each  of 
which  shed  some  new  light,  not  only  on  the  subject  in  hand,  but  on 
the  history  of  Canada.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  well  to  reproduce 
the  whole  herewith  as  well  as  the  titles  in  full  of  all  books  and  other 
publications  printed  by  Mesplet,  as  far  as  they  can  be  authenticated  by 
existing  examples  in  inventories,  in  advertisements  or  elsewhere. 

I  would  express  my  indebtedness  and  thanks  to  those  who  so  kindly 
replied  to  my  inquiries  and  otherwise  helped  in  this  memoir.  To 
Judge  L.  W.  Sicotte  I  am  more  especially  indebted  for  access  to  his 
almost  unique  library  of  rare  Canadiana  and  for  transcriptions  of  the 
mprints  in  the  library  of  the  late  Mr.  Justice  Baby.  To  Messrs.  E.  Z. 
Massicotte,  and  Charles  Adelard  Gareau  of  Montreal  for  timely  help 
in  securing  manuscripts  otherwise  unknown  to  me.  To  Abbe  Camille 
Roy  of  Universite  Laval,  Quebec,  for  the  titles  of  some  twelve  Mesplet 
imprints  in  the  University  library  as  well  as  most  helpful  comments 
in  respect  to  these  publications.  To  Mr.  Cyrille  Tessier  a  bibliophilist 
of  some  importance  for  the  titles  of  two  unique  factums.  To  Messrs. 
L.  P.  Sylvain  of  the  library  of  Parliament,  and  Benj,amin  Suite  of 
Ottawa,  for  kindly  advice  and  pointers  regarding  books.  To  Dr.  A. 
G.  Doughty,  Canadian  Archivist,  for  transcriptions  of  documents,  and 
to  Messrs.  Herbert  Putnam,  Librarian  of  Congress;  Ruben  G.  Thwaits, 
Secretary  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin,  and  more  especially 
to  J.  W.  Jordan,  Librarian  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  transcriptions  and  photographs  of  Mesplefs  imprints  not  to  be 
found  elsewhere. 

I  trust  that  this  work  may  prove  helpful  to  collectors  of  Canadian 
books  and  students  of  Canadian  history. 
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Fleury  Mesplet,  the  first  Printer  at  Montreal. 

Printing,  it  may  be  claimed,  was  introduced  into  Canada  in  three 
well  defined  instalments;  all  truly  original,  catering,  as  they  did,  for 
widely  divergent  classes  as  well  as  sections  of  the  country.  Each  in 
its  o\vTi'  way  is  a  record  making  epoch,  as  it  marked  the  beginning  of — 
aye,  rather  introduced  the  means  of  awakening  —  literary  instincts 
amongst  those  of  different  thoughts  and  aspirations. 

The  first  of  these  dates  back  to  1751,  when  Bartholomew  Green, 
son  of  the  man  who  printed  the  first  American  newspaper,  came  from 
Boston  and  set  up  a  press  in  Halifax,  the  newly  founded  capital  of 
Nova  Scotia.  He  died  a  few  months  after  his  arrival,  but  his  place 
was  taken  by  John  Bujfshell  who,  in  March,  1752,  commenced  the 
Halifax  Gazette,  the  first  Canadian  newspaper. 

The  second  of  these  epochs  was  introduced  by  the  firm  of  Brown 
&  Gilmore,  which  came  from  Philadelphia  in  1764,  and  opened  up 
an  establishment  in  Quebec,  to  print  the  Quebec  Gazette  and  other 
official  matter  for  the  government  organized  under  British  auspices. 
As  this  publication  set  out  more  especially  to  supply  the  English  ele- 
ment and  British  interests,  although  printed  in  both  languages,  the 
French  being  mainly  translations,  the  whole  tone  was  English  in  idiom 
and  thought. 

The  third  introduction,  notwithstanding  having  come  twenty-five 
years  later  than  the  first,  was  even  more  important  for  ever  since,  nay, 
even  some  years  before  they  came  under  British  rule,  the  "new  sub- 
jects," as  they  were  then  called,  had  been  altogether  isolated  from 
La  Mere  patrie.  In  the  meantime,  having  been  accorded  a  greater 
measure  of  liberty  than  they  had  hitherto  enjoyed,  they  began  to 
develop  in  a  different  direction.  Thus  the  two  French-speaking  peo- 
ples grew  wider  and  wider  apart  so  that,  after  sixteen  years  of  this 
separation,  the  Canadian  section  was  found  without  an  indigenous  liter- 
ature—  it  never  had  a  press  of  its  own  —  voicing  its  own  thoughts 
and  aspiratioifs,  or  the  means  of  developing  and  recording  such  ten- 
dencies. Thus  it  was,  that,  when  Mesplet  came  to  Montreal  and  set 
up  his  press,  although  under  the  auspices  of  the  high  priest  of  their 
erstwhile  enemies  —  the  hated  Bastonnais  —  he,  as  one  speaking  their 
own  language  and  one  who  could  reproduce  in  print  their  own  senti- 
ments, was  welcomed  by  the  people  with  open  arms. 

Although  very  little  has  been  recorded  of  Mesplet's  early  history, 
yet,  having  come  across  a  number  of  documents  bearing  on  his  sojourn 
in  Canada  and  the  difficulties  with  which  he  had  to  contend  as  a  pioneer 
printer  out  of  sjTnpathy  with  the  government,  I  reproduce  them  here 
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with  such  conclusions  and  chronological  sequences  as  I  have  been  able 
to  deduce  therefrom. 

Fleury  Mesplet  was  born  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Nizier,  diocese  of 
Lyon,  in  France,  about  the  year  1735.  His  father's  name  was  Jean 
Baptiste  Mesplet,  and  his  mother's  Marie  Antoinette  Capeau.  There 
are  four  parishes  of  St.  Nizier  in  the  diocese  of  Lyon,  one  in  the 
city  and  three  in  the  country.  The  latter  are  known  by  sub-names, 
as  St.  Nizier  d'Azergnes,  St.  Nizier  de  Formas,  and  St.  Nizier  sous 
Charlier.  As  none  of  these  sub-titles  are  mentioned,  we  may  conclude 
that  Mesplef  s  birthplace  was  in  the  City  of  Lyon,  where  he  received 
a  good  (common  school)  education  sufficient  to  fit  him  for  his  chosen 
trade;  that  afterwards  he  was  apprenticed  to  that  trade,  and  that  in 
due  course  he  became  a  capable  printer. 

As  Mesplet  did  not  marry  until  he  began  to  be  about  thirty  years 
of  age,  we  may  conclude  that,  it  was  during  his  bachelor  days,  while 
meeting  in  secret  with  others  of  his  own  craft,  he  became  saturated 
with  the  republican  ideas  that  then  prevailed  in  France;  which  ideas 
were  believed  to  be  a  cure-all  for  the  distress  caused  by  misgovernment. 
As  the  church  was  intimately  connected  with,  or  rather  formed  part 
of  the  government,  it  became  involved  in  the  same  condemnation ;  there- 
fore Mesplet,  following  the  lead  of  his  companions,  became  not  only 
a  republican,  but  an  open  free  thinker;  which  belief,  or  rather  imbelief 
clung  to  him  for  many  years  afterwards. 

It  was,  at  least,  as  late  as  1765,  that  he  married  Marie  Mirabeau, 
then  a  girl  of  eighteen,  who,  although  twelve  years  his  junior,  proved 
a  good  and  faithful  wife  during  his  wanderings  and  under  his  many 
vicissitudes  of  fortune.  From  this  union  there  does  not  appear  to 
have  sprung  any  children,  as  none  are  reftrred  to  in  his  later  history. 

Some  edght  years  after  his  marriage  his  dissatisfaction  with  the 
political  and  commercial  outlook  in  France  led  him  to  seek  success  else- 
where; whether  before  this  he  had  launched  out  as  a  master  printer 
it  is  so  far  not  known.  In  any  case  the  incapacity  of  the  government 
of  Louis  XVI  was  such,  and  the  taxation  imposed  had  become  so  oppres- 
sive and  repressive  as  to  bring  France  to  the  verge  of  bankruptcy  and 
make  it  almost  impossible  for  an  honest  workman  to  earn  a  living. 
Mesplet  determined  therefore  to  migrate.  Avoiding  the  French  colonies, 
in  which  he  feared  that  similar  oppression  and  repression  prevailed, 
he  struck  out  for  London  and  landed  there  not  later  than  early  in 
1773,  where  he  set  up  his  press  at  an  address  near  Covent  Garden. 
From  this  press  was  issued  "La  Louisiane  ensanglantee,''  a  book  of 
about  200  pages,  written  by^   Chevalier  de  Champigny.      This  is  the 

*  See  appendix  A,  No.  1. 
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first  of  his  known  imprints  and  the  only  one  extant  emanating  from 
liondon. 

As  a  stranger  speaking  a  foreign  tongue  he  did  not  secure  a 
remunerative  patronage  in  London,  so,  together  with  others  of  his  self- 
exiled  compatriots,  attracted  by  Franklin's  championship  of  the  cause 
of  the  American  Colonies,  and  his  republican  and  free-thought  senti- 
ments, he  sought  an  interview  with  the  American  statesman,  to  inquire 
regarding  the  prospects  of  success  and  the  enjoyment  of  liberty  in 
America,  and  was  advised  to  try  Philadelphia.  Franklin,  the  real  leader 
of  the  revolt  of  the  thirteen  colonies,  at  once  became  convinced  of  the 
advantage  of  securing  the  services  of  a  French  printer,  in  sympathy 
with  the  revolutionary  movement,  ready,  when  occasion  required,  to 
send  into  the  Province  of  Quebec  to  influence  its  people  by  press 
and  precept,  although  alien  in  race  and  language,  to  cast  in  their 
lot  with  this  movement,  and  thus,  by  extinguishing  British  rule  in 
America,  make  the  new  order  a  continental  congress  indeed. 

Fortified  with  a  letter  from  Franklin  to  Congress,  Mesplet,  towards 
the  close  of  1773,  or  the  beginning  of  1774,  set  sail  for  Philadelphia 
with  his  wife  and  his  printing  outfit.  There  he  settled  down  to  business 
and  rented  a  house  belonging  to  Anthony  Benezet  ^  at  $112  per  annum. 
He  formed  a  partnership  with  someone  who  evidently  furnished  the 
necessary  capital,  but  whose  name  is  not  recorded,  and  set  up  as  a 
luaster  printer.  It  is  not  clear  whether  he  hired  space  for  his  type 
and  press  and  used  the  same  printing  oflice  as  Miller,^  or  had  his  press- 
work  done  there,  for  Berger  writes  that  his  type  was  at  this  printer's, 
and  that  he  had  paid  him  $176   (due  either  for  space  or  press-work). ^ 

Through  the  letter  of  introduction  from  Franklin  he  was  commis- 
sioned by  the  Continental  Congress  in  1774,  to  print  a  sixteen  page 
pamphlet,  addressed  "  Aux  Habitants  de  la  province  de  Quebec.^'  * 
Whatever  other  orders  he  may  have  received  from  Congress  or  from 
the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  during  that  year  they  did  not  appear  to 

•  He  was  a  son  of  Etienne  Benezet  who  came  from  France  early  in  the 
18th  century  and  carried  on  a  successful  business  in  Philadelphia.  Anthony 
was  a  strong  abolitionist  and  published  a  number  of  works  against  negro 
slavery.     He  befriended  printers,  especially  those  from  his  native  country. 

'The  Miller  here  referred  to  (Heinrich  Mueller)  held  towards  the  Ger- 
man population  of  Philadelphia  of  which  there  was  a  considerable  number, 
a  somewhat  similar  position  as  did  Mesplet  to  the  French.  Their  interests 
were  therefore  not  likely  to  clash  even  though  they  occupied  the  same  build- 
ing. One  of  Miller's  imprints  is  shown  on  a  book  described  in  the  "Biblio- 
graphy of  the  Algonquin  Languages,"  J.  C.  Pilling,  Washington,  1891,  page 
544.  When  Philadelphia  was  captured  in  1777,  Miller  hid  his  presses  but 
they  were  discovered  and  carried  to  New  York  and  were  used  for  printing 
British   Proclamations. 

•  See  appendix  C  No.  1. 

•  See  appendix  A  No.  2. 
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he  sulficient  for  his  encouragement.  No  doubt  the  old  English,  as  well 
as  colonial,  antipathy  for  the  French  remained  and  so  stood  in  his 
way  that  he  was  unable  to  secure  a  remunerative  run  of  customers. 
Therefore,  early  in  1775,  perhaps  in  January,  but  in  any  case  not  later 
than  February,  he  started  hurriedly  on  a  prospecting  journey  to  Quebec, 
leaving  his  wife  behind  and  his  affairs  in  Philadelphia  in  a  most  un- 
satisfactory state.  Through  exposure  to  the  cold  during  the  tedious 
winter's  journey  he  fell  sick  which,  together  with  his  embarrassed  finan- 
cial condition  and  the  suspicion  with  which  he,  as  a  Frenchman,  was 
looked  upon  by  the  British  authorities,  caused  him  much  pain  and 
uneasiness. 

On  the  29th  of  March  Charles  Berger  wrote  from  Philadelphia  a 
most  friendly  letter  ^  expressing  the  greatest  interest  in  his  welfare, 
while  at  the  same  time  upbraiding  him  for  not  at  least  saying  good-by 
before  leaving,  and  also  for  not  having  settled  with  his  former  partner. 
He  had  found  it  necessary  to  secure  the  type  at  Miller's  by  paying  the 
amount  due  him,  and  to  secrete  it,  together  with  his  other  effects;  so 
that  they  should  be  safe  from  threatened  seizure  by  the  partner.  Berger 
also  paid  a  quarter's  rent  due  by  Mesplet  which,  with  the  amount  paid 
to  Miller  and  other  debts,  oame  to  a  total  of  $350.  In  this  letter  he 
expressed  a  hope  that  Mesplet  might  be  able  to  make  arrangements  with 
some  one  at  Quebec  to  supply  sufficient  capital  to  set  up  a  successful 
printing  office  there,  promising  in  a  most  friendly  spirit,  to  forward 
his  printing  plant  as  well  as  his  wife  to  Quebec,  or  to  honour  his  draft 
for  funds  necessary  for  his  return  trip.  Further,  he  asked  Mesplet 
to  learn  all  he  could  regarding  the  sentiments  of  the  Canadians  towards 
the  separation  movement  from  Great  Britain,  for  which,  as  the  letter 
claims,  his  superior  intelligence  rendered  him  well  fitted.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  ^lesplet  had  deeper  ends  in  view  than  setting  up  a  press 
in  Quebec. 

It  seems  he  was  not  successful  in  his  efforts  to  find  a  capitalist 
ready  to  set  him  up,  and  no  doubt  found  the  people  either  ignorant  of 
or  indifferent  to  the  benefits  set  forth  in  the  republican  propaganda  to 
the  south.  In  any  case  he  did  not  remain  long  in  Quebec,  for  he  had 
again  started  printing  in  Philadelphia  before  the  close  of  1775,2  as  it 
would  have  been  difficult  for  him  to  get  through  the  lines  after  the 
breaking  out  of  hostilities,  we  may  conclude  that  he  had  reached 
Philadelphia  not  later  than  June  or  July. 


See  appendix  C  No.  1. 
See  appendix  A  Nos.  3-6. 
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'^oWy  did  Mesplet  print  a  book  when  at  Quebec  in  1775,  as  is 
claimed  by  Gragnon.^  This  seems  altogether  impossible,  for  the  very 
good  reason  that  Mesplet's  stay  in  Quebec  was  not  sufficiently  prolonged 
to  undertake  any  extensive  work,  and  then  he  had  no  type  or  press 
with  him.  The  incorrect  attribution  by  Gagnon  of  the  book,  "  Cantiques 
de  Marseille,''  dated  1776  at  Quebec  ^  to  the  year  1775— of  which  more 
later  on  —  will  account  for  the  error. 

As  Mesplet  had  to  pass  through  Montreal  on  his  way  to  and  from 
Quebec  he  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and  learning  something  of  the 
place  that  was  to  be  the  arena  of  his  future  labours  as  a  printer.  There 
most  likely  he  secured  an  order  from  the  Seminary  of  Montreal  for 
the  first  edition  of  "  R^glement  de  la  Confrerie  de  Tadoration  perpetu- 
elle,"  ^  which  order  he  executed  on  his  return  to  Philadelphia ;  but, 
fearing  complications,  suppressed  his  imprint.  The  "  Nonvelle  edition, 
revue,  corrigee  et  augmentee,"  *  has  long  been  classed  as  the  first  book 
printed  in  Montreal,  although  some  collectors  are  inclined  to  pass  back 
the  honour  to  the  first  edition ;  but  it  seems  hardly  possible  that  two 
ediitions  of  a  book  of  this  kind  could  have  been  printed  within  the 
short  space  of  six  months.  Then  they  seem  to  have  been  set  up  from 
different  fonts  of  type,  for  the  first  edition  contains  a  number  of  var- 
ieties of  ornamental  dividing  lines,  all  differing  from  the  single  variety 
til  at  occurs  in  the  second  edition.  The  only  other  alternative  is  that  this 
first  edition  was  printed  at  Quebec,  or  France  as  is  claimed  by  Dionne.' 
But  neither  of  these  alternatives  seems  probable;  the  first  because  there 
would  be  no  reason  for  suppressing  the  imprint,  and  in  the  second, 
because  the  importation  of  books  from  France  was  prohibited. 

Shortly  after  he  had  resumed  operations  in  Philadelphia  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  friend,  C.  Berger.  One  publication  bears 
his  own  imprint  alone,®  two  are  without  imprints  f  one  of  these  having 
been  printed  by  an  "  Irnprimeur  Ambulant,"  while  the  "  Eeglement  Mili- 
taire,"*  for  which,  by  resolution  of  Congress,  dated  23rd  of  February, 
1776,  he  was  paid  $44,®  was  in  his  first  work  in  partnership  with  Berger. 
This  partnership  continued  until  September,  1778,  when  the  name  C. 
Berger  disappears  from  the  imprints. 


'  Essal  de  Bibliographie  Canadienne,  P.  Gagnon,   Quebec,   1895,  page  102. 
'  See  appendix  A  10. 
■Ibid  No.  6. 

•  See  appendix  A  No.  8,  also  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Canada. 
Second  Series  Vol.  X.  part  2,  page  13. 

•  Ibid. 

•  See  appendix  A  No.  4. 

'  See  appendix  A  Nos.  3  and  5. 
"  See  appendix  A  No.  6. 

•  See  appendix  D  No.  19. 
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In  the  instructions  of  Congress,  issued  February,  1776,  appointing 
commissioners  to  Canada,  it  was  especially  stipulated  that  a  printer 
should  be  sent  with  them  to  establish  a  free  press  in  the  country. 
♦Samuel  Chase,  one  of  the  commissioners,  was  detailed  to  confer  with 
Fleury  Mesplet  about  undertaking  this  work;  and  he,  without  much 
hesitation,  accepted  the  engagement,  as  he  states  in  his  answers  to 
questions  by  Congress,  "  with  as  much  the  more  pleasure  ks  it  was 
promised  me  that  I  would  receive  every  satisfaction  and  regard  that 
my  services  would  deserve."^  To  this  acceptance  the  only  conditions 
he  attached  were,  that  one  hundred  dollars  should  be  advanced  to  enable 
him  to  cancel  his  lease,  and  that  his  expenses  should  be  paid  to  Montreal. 
After  this  a  committee  of  Congress  was  appointed,  consisting  of  John 
Hancock,  the  president;  Mr.  Thompson,  the  secretary,  and  Benjamin 
"Franklin,  to  examine  as  to  Mesplet^s  fitness  for  such  a  duty.  The  ex- 
amination having  proved  satisfactory  $200  was  voted  by  Congress  on 
the  26thL  of  February  "  to  defray  the  expence  of  transporting  him, 
his  family  amd  his  printing  utensils  to  Canada."-  This  arrangement 
having  been  accepted,  Mesplet  had  to  hurry  up  his  preparations.  He 
engaged  a  fellow-countryman,  named  Alexandre  Pochard,  whom  he 
styles  "  Homme  de  lettres,"  as  editor  of  the  proposed  newspaper,  two 
journejmaen  printers  named  John  Gray  and  Mr.  Hearse,  and  a  servant- 
man.  As  Congress  provided  no  money  for  carrying  on  the  operations 
of  Mesplet's  press  he,  if  he  were  expected  to  do  things  right  when  in 
Montreal,  required  a  good  working  capital.  So  he,  being  unable  to 
find  accommodation  elsewhere,  again  had  recourse  to  his  friend  Berger, 
who  had  saved  him  from  financial  embarrassment  the  previous  year. 
Berger  evidently  seems  to  have  been  a  man  of  means,  for,  notwithstand- 
ing his  past  advances,  he  put  up  £1,000  Pennsylvania  currency,  equal 
to  $2,666 — a  goodly  capital  for  a  printing  office  of  those  days — besides 
purchasing  a  supply  of  new  type,  180  reams  of  paper,  and  other  requi- 
sites to  the  value  of  $786;  over  and  above  these  amounts  was  $560  for 
money  advanced  to  pay  Mesplet's  debts,  making  a  total  of  $4,000  of 
Berger's  capital  in  the  concern.  The  only  condition  called  for  by 
Berger  in  his  partnership  agreement  was  that  it  should  be  on  a  limited 
basis  with  the  proviso  that  he  receive  ten  per  cent  interest  on  this 
amount  whether  the  business  proved  profitable  or  not.^ 

All  this  goes  to  show  Berger's  continued  and  deep  personal  friend- 
ship for  Mesplet  as  well  as  belief  in  his  ability  to  carry  on  successfully 
a  printing  and  publishing  business  in  Canada;  and  further,  confidence, 

'  See  Appendix  D  No.  35. 
"'  Ibid.  Nos.  29  and  35. 
^  See  appendix  F  No.  53. 
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on  the  part  of  both,  in  the  good  faith  and  in  the  power  of  Congress  and 
its  commissioners  to  win  over  the  Canadians  and  to  retain  possession 
of  Canada.  But  this  turned  out  as  Franklin's  one  notable  diplomatic 
failure.  That  diplomacy  which  had  secured  the  adhesion  of  all  the 
thirteen  colonies  and*at  a  later  date  the  active  sympathy  of  France 
proved  powerless  to  move  the  passive  indifference  of  the  Canadians. 

Such  was  Mesplet's  confidence  in  the  ultimate  success  of  the  revolt 
of  the  thirteen  colonies  that,  after  accepting  their  commission  as  Can- 
adian printer,  he  invested  not  only  the  whole  of  his  free  capital,  but 
the  money  realized  from  the  sale  of  part  of  the  stock  of  books  he  had 
on  hand,  in  continental  currency;  believing,  as  he  claims,  these  bills 
to  have  been  "  as  good  as  the  banks  of  England  or  Vienna/'  ^  But 
this  was  a  true  case  of  misplaced  confidence,  for  they  turned  out  to 
be  a  total  loss,  as  the  greater  part  of  them  are  entered  in  his  post- 
mortem inventory  as  of  no  value. 

By  the  18th  of  March,  1776,  Mesplet  started  from  Philadelphia 
with  the  whole  of  his  belongings  loaded  on  five  waggons.  He  and  his 
party,  -which  consisted  of  six  persons,  arrived  at  Lake  George  on  the 
8th  of  April,  where  they  had  to  wait  eight  days  until  his  goods  arrived, 
and  been  loaded  on  the  five  bateaux,  he  had  secured  at  his  own  expense, 
for  crossing  Lake  George  and  pursuing  his  course  down  Lake  Cham- 
plain  and  the  Eichelieu  river.  He  claims  that  on  account  of  the 
portages  his  expenses  were  very  great,  far  exceeding  the  paltry  hundred 
dollars  voted  by,  Congress.  As  this  was  the  time  of  spring  high  water 
his  "  pilotes  "  as  he  calls  them,  decided  to  run  the  rapids  to  Chambly 
and  thus  save  him  the  longer  land  haul  from  St.  Johns.  But,  through 
the  fault  of  these  pilots,  his  baiteaux  shipped  much  water  in  the 
rapids  and  were  so  nearly  swamped,  that  most  of  his  fine  paper  and 
books,  together  with  his  wife's  wearing  apparel  and  some  of  his  own, 
were  irretrievably  ruined.^  Although  he  reached  Chambly  on  the  22nd 
of  April  he  did  not  get  to  Montreal  until  the  6th  of  May.  On  his 
arrival,  he,  with  wife,  staff  and  servant,  put  up  at  a  tavern,  where  they 
remained  eleven  days,  at  an  expense  of  $1.07  each  per  day,  or  $70  in 
all,  while  premises  were  being  leased,  furnished  and  fitted  up  as  a 
printing  office.  It  was  therefore  not  until  the  18th  of  May,  just  two 
months  after  setting  out  from  Philadelphia,  that  he  was  ready  for 
business. 

Where  did  this  house,  fitted  up  as  Montreal's  first  printing  establish- 
ment, stand?  An  imprint  gives  the  address  as  "pres  le  marche,"  and 
a  document  more  fully  expresses   it   as  ''  demeurant  en  cette  ville  rue 


*  See  appendix  D.  No,  34. 
*Ihid.  D.  No.  34. 
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Capital."  ^  This  street,  wide  enough  at  the  time  it  was  opened  up, 
but  now  considered  a  narrow  lane,  parallel  with  and  between  St.  Paul 
Street  and  the  river  front,  extends  from  St.  Sulpice  (St.  Joseph;  to 
St.  Francois  Xavier  Streets;  crassing  in  its  course  the  Market  Place, 
now  Place  Royale.  We  may  therefore  conclude  that  this  house  stood 
on  or  near  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Sailors  Institute.  The  place 
was  fitted  up,  part  as  a  book  store,  part  as  a  dwelling,  with  the  garret 
as  the  printing  room.  Here  Mesplet  remained,  from  all  we  can  make 
out,  until  May,  1788,  when  he  transferred  the  scene  of  his  labours  to 
44  Notre  Dame  Street,  near  the  Recollet  monastery,  which  stood  between 
St.  Helen  and  St.  Peter  Streets. 

But  before  he  was  ready  for  work  his  patron,  Franklin,  had 
departed,  convinced  of  the  failure  of  his  mission.  The  other  commis- 
sioners remained  until  the  29th  of  May  to  close  up  affairs;  and  by 
the  10th  of  June  the  Continental  army  had  evacuated  Montreal,  leaving 
many  unpaid  debts  behind,  besides  the  worthless  continental  currency 
with  which  the  country  had  been  flooded.  Mesplet  having  all  his  1 
capital  locked  up  in.  his  type  and  presses  and  this  same  continental  ' 
currency,  found  it  impossible  to  get  away,  and  probably  feeling  more 
at  hom,e  and  more  hopeful  of  succeeding  among  a  people  speaking  his 
own  language,  decided  to  remain  and  with  his  staff  continue  the  busine.HS^ 
]5ut  no  sooner  had  the  "  loyalists "  returned  to  Montreal  than  they 
began  so  to  regard  Mesplet  with  such  suspicion  that,  on  the  18th  of 
June,  he  and  the  whole  of  his  party  were  arrested,  as  sympathizers 
with  the  rebels,  and  detained  in  prison  for  twent3'-six  days.  During 
this  imprisonmemt  he  was  subjected  to  all  sorts  of  indignities.' 

On  the  14th  of  July,  having  been  released,  he  was  again  ready 
for  business,  but  the  issue  of  a  newspaper  had  to  be  postponed,  for  Mr. 
Pochard  became  so  disgusted  with  the  unceremonious  treatment  and 
imprisonment  to  which  he  had  been  subjected,  determined  to  leave  the 
country.  He  demanded  compensation  for  his  time  since  he  had  been 
engaged  in  Philadelphia  and  the  cost  of  his  passage  to  France,  which 
items  Mesplet  had  to  meet  to  the  extent  of  $160.^  This  proved  an 
unfortunate  occurrence  for,  while  delaying  the  issue  of  the  proposed 
paper  for  two  whole  years,  it  brought  Mesplet  under  the  questionable 
influence  of  the  new  editor,  an  influence  that  did  not  conduce  to  his 
political  or  moral  advancement  in  the  new  atmosphere  in  which  he 
found  himself. 


^  See  appendix  E  56. 

'^  See  appendix  D  No.  33. 

'Ihid  Nos.  33  and  42. 
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Although  Mesplet  complains  that  most  of  his  paper  was  destroyed 
by  water,  when  he  ran  the  rapids  between  St.  Johns  and  Chambly^ 
and  that  he  had  to  wait  in  idleness,  for  paper  ordered  from  London^ 
until  the  spring  of  1777,  we  have  the  titles  of  three  books,  one  of  them 
a  bulky  volume  of  600  pages,  printed  during  the  latter  half  of  1776. 
Besides  these  a  number  of  others  are  mentioned  in  the  first  inventory, 
Bomejof  which  were,  no  doubt,  printed  during  this  period.^ 

It  was  early  during  the  latter  half  of  1776  that  the  second  edition 
of  "  Reglement  de  la  Confrerie,"  the  first  book  printed  in  Montreal, 
was  issued  for  and  on  account  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice.^  A 
Tiumber  of  copies  were  found  some  years  ago  among  the  archives  of 
the  Notre  Dame  Street  house  of  that  institution,  where  they  had  lain 
ever  since  they  had  been  printed.  Although  perfect,  they  were  only 
bound  in  wall  paper,  which  goes  to  confirm  Mesplet^s  claim  that  his 
fine  paper  was  destroyed  on  his  way  to  Montreal.  "  Jonatias  et  Dav^d 
.  Tragedie,"  is  the  title  of  another  work,  printed  for  the 
Seminary  of  Montreal.^  As  it  was  to  be  played  by  the  students  of  the 
seminary,  we  may  conclude  it  was  written  by  one  of  the  members  of 
the  order,  and  as  such  is  the  first  Canadian  dramatic  work  printed  in 
Canada.  It  is  also  -claimed  to  have  been  the  first  work  printed  in 
Montreal,  but  this  is  unlikely,  for,  as  the  play  would  not  be  given  until 
the  long  winter  evenings,  it  would  not  be  wanted  until  late  in  the  year. 
Therefore  the  "  Eeglement "  still  holds  priority. 

Now,  regarding  the  thifd  of  the  books  printed  by  Mesplet  during 
his  first  yeafl-  in  Canada — "  Cantiques  de  Marseille,''*  a  reprint  of  a 
'French  Hymn  Book  —  which  claims  on  its  title  page  to  have  been 
printed  at  Quebec,  and  which,  as  is  shown  above^  Gagnon  claimed  to 
have  been  printed  during  the  visit  of  1775.  Was  it  printed  at  Quebec? 
We  have  no  other  evidence  that  Mesplet  did  printing  at  Quebec. 
Is  it  likely  that  he  packed  up  his  presses  and  type  and  moved  down 
to  Quebec,  printed  a  book  of  over  600  pages  there,  and  then  moved 
baxjk  to  Montreal  in  little  more  than  five  months?  Does  it  not  seem 
more  probable  that  the  Quebec  imprint  was  used  with  the  view  of 
securing  the  printing  of  the  Quebec  religious  institutions?  Mesplet 
believed  they  would  prefer  a  printer  who,  by  his  language,  was  better 
qualified  to  do  their  work.  This  view  is  confirmed  by  an  advertisement 
on  the  reverse  of  one  of  the  preliminary  pages  by  which  Mesplet  and 
Berger  announced  that  they  were  prepared  to  print  religious  books  for 


*See  appendix  B  Nos.  8-15. 
'Appendix  A  No.  8. 
*Ihvd  No.  9. 
*  Ihid  No.  10. 
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the  Quebec  trade  with  neatness  and  despatch,  and  asked  for  the  patron- 
age of  those  interested  in  the  dissemination  of  such  literature. 

In  1777  Mesplet  printed  his  first  Almanach,^  the  first  Latin  pub- 
lication appearing  in  Canada,^  the  first  book  in  the  Iroquois  language/ 
and  two  religious  books,"*  besides  a  number  of  others,  no  examples  of 
which  are  known  to  exist. 

In  1778  he  issued  his  second  almanac,  but  with  the  name  changed 
from  "  Almanach  .Encyclopedique,"  to  "  Almanach  curieux  et  interes- 
sant."  ^  Two  more  religious  books — "  Neuvaine  de  St.  Frangois  Xa- 
vier,"  ^  and  "  La  semaine  sainte  "  ^ —  and  a  reprint  of  a  French  book 
entitled  "  Abrege  des  regies  de  la  versification  frangaise/' «  This  latter 
publication  shows  that  at  that  time  there  was  suflicient  aspiration  after 
poetical  composition  in  Canada  to  make  it  worth  while  to  reprint  a 
work  giving  poetical  rules.  The  first  work  of  a  historical  character, 
"Journal  du  Voyage  de  St-Luc"  also  bears  date  1778.^ 

But  the  most  interesting  of  Mesplefs  publications  in  1778  was 
*'  La  Gazette  dn  Commerce  et  Litteraire."  ^^  An  editor  had  been 
secured  in  the  person  lof  Valantin  Jautard,  an  advocate,  who  came 
originally  from  France  jibout  the  year  1768.  ^^He  was' a  sympathizer 
with  the~Continental  Army,  for,  in  the  Canadian  archives,^^  mention 
is  made  that  he  was  appointed  a  notary  in  January,  1776,  by  General 
Worcester.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  practised  the  notarial  profes- 
sion after  this  army  had  evacuated  Canada,  as  no  repertoire  of  his 
papers  are  to  be  found  in  the  Court  House  at  Montreal.  Before  pub- 
lishing his. _paper  Mesplet  issued  a  jprospectus,^^  setting  forth  that  it  was 
to  be  a  four  paged  quarto  at  $2.50  a  year.  Merchants  and  professional 
men  were  asked  for  their  support  as  it  would  be  a  medium  for  adver- 
tising, besides  providing  commercial  news  and  good  literature.  At  the 
same  time,  he  engaged  not  to  publish  anything  likely  to  prove  offensive 
to  the  church  or  the  state.  He  also  wrote  to  the  Governor-General 
asking  for  permission  to  publish  the  paper,  with  the  same  promise  to 
refrain  from  discussing  interdicted  subjects.^^ 


^  Appendix  A  No.  11. 
■'*  Appendix  A  No.  14. 

*  App  n   ix  A  No.  12. 

*  Appendix  A  13  and  15. 
"  Appendix  A  No.  16. 

"  Appendix  A  No.  13. 
'  Appendix  A  No.  12. 
"  Appendix  A  No.  20. 
"  Apperdix  A  No.  19. 
'"  Appendix  A  No.  21. 

"  Canadian  Archives  1888,  Haldimand  papers,  pac"e  917. 
"  See  appendix  C  No.  4. 
'"  See   appendix    C    No.   3. 
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f  The  choice  of  Jautard  as  editor  was  most  unfortunate,  for,  soon 
forgetting,  or  ignoring  the  publisher's  promise  to  steer  clear  of  things 
religious  and  political,  he  started  a  tirade  against  both,  which  he  kept 
up  with  short  intermissions  to  the  end;   for,  while  the  first  number  of 

[the  Gazette  appeared  on  the  3rd  of  June,  a  month  had  not  elapsed  ere 
Mesplet  and  his  editor,  Jautard,  were  ordered  by  Guy  Carleton  to  leave 
the  province  before  the  15th  of  September.  Mesplet  continued  the 
issue  of  the  paper  regularly  until  the  19th  of  August,  when  it  appeared 
as  a  single  page  consisting  of  a  letter  from  the  "  printer "  "  to  the 
public,"  which  complained  that :  "  Since  a  few  days  I  have  had  a  fresh 
grievance  which  constrains  me  to  cease  publishing  my  Gazette.  This 
new  one  has  almost  decided  me ;  I  have  too  many  enemies.  The  slight- 
est move  on  my  part,  however  innocent,  increases  the  number;  and  I 
owe  it  to  myself  to  be  saved  from  further  persecution. 

"  Nevertheless,  I  will  continue,  if  authorized  by  the  government  and 
encouraged  by  an  increase  in  the  number  of  subscribers.  I  prefer  to 
sacrifice  my  own  interests  to  exposing  myself  to  further  disgrace;  and, 
if  I  may  presume  to  say  so,  I  flatter  myself  that  those  who  lauded 
my  enterprise  in  establishing  a  periodical  will  be  pained  at  its  being 
discontinued."  The  appeal  had  the  desired  effect.  It  stirred  up  his 
friends  to  action ;  for  a  numerously  signed  petition  ^  was  presented  to 
the  governor,  setting  forth  the  benefits  the  paper  had  been  to  the  com- 
munity, the  need  of  a  printer  in  the  city,  and  Mesplet's  good  character 
and  asking  that  the  order  for  him  to  leave  the  province  be  not  enforced. 
In  compliance  with  this  petition  General  Haldimand,  who  had  just 
replaced  Carleton  as  governor,  issued,  on  the  24th  of  August,  a  notice 
signed  by  his  secretary,  Edward  Foy,^  suspending,  for  the  time  being, 
the  order  for  the  banishment  of  Mesplet  and  his  associate,  on  condition 
that  they  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  within  two  days  and  submit  all 
their  articles  to  an  inspector,  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  before 
publication. 

The  first  censor  appointed  for  this  duty  was  a  Mr.  Gordon,  but, 
as  he  left  for  England  shortly  afterwards,  the  office  was  allowed  to  fall 
into  abeyance,  and  the  paper  being  left  to  itself  returned  to  its  old 
course  and  again  came  under  the  displeasure  of  the  authorities;  for, 
on  the  28th  of  September,  in  a  letter  to  Cramahe,  Haldimand  writes: 
*'  I  have  observed  several  improper  things  published  in  our  Gazette.''  ^ 
and  later  Cramahe  replies :    ^  Our  printer  has  a  penchant  to  the  popular 

*  See  appendix  C  No,  7. 
*Tbid   No.   8. 
•Ibid  No.  10. 
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cause/'  ^  implying  thereby  that  he  was  in  open  sympathy  with  the  cause 
of  the  thirteen  colonies  with  which  the  country  was  then  at  war. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  title  of  the  paper  was  changed  to 
La  Gazette  Litteraire,  and  the  name  of  Berger  dropped,  from  the 
imprint.2  Hereafter  that  of  Floury  Mesplet  aippears  alone.  It  would 
also  appear  that  there  was  some  attempt  on  his  part  to  propitiate  the 
religious  authorities,  for  in  October  he  advertises  a  number  of  religious 
works  which,  no  doubt,  the  Seminary  authorities  had  obtained  leave  to 
import  from  France,  and  which  were  placed  in  his  hands  for  sale,  as 
the  only  bookseller  in  Montreal.  The  purpose  of  the  Seminary  in  thus 
putting  them  before  the  people  was  to  combat  the  materialistic  tendencies 
of  the  paper  as  the  titles  of  the  works  would  seem  to  indicate.  They 
are: 

1.  "  Dictionnaire  Anti-Philosophique,"  2   vols.,   Paris,   1775. 

2.  "  Dialogue  tire  du  Dictionnaire  Anti-Philosophique." 

3.  "  Lettres  de  quelques  Juifs." 

4.  "L'Autorite  des  livres  du  Nouveau  Testament." 

5.  "  Eeponse  critique  a  plusieurs  difficultes." 

6.  "  Dictionnaire  de  la  Eeligion.^' 

Possibly  one  or  two  of  these  may  have  been  printed  by  Mesplet,  as  a 
number  of  copies  of  "  Dialogues  "  are  mentioned  in  the  inventory. 

AVhat  caused  the  religious  authorities  most  concern  at  that  time 
was  a  discussion,  carried  on  in  the  Gazette,  on  the  merits  and  demerits 
of  Voltaire,  whose  death  had  just  been  chronicled.  This  led  to  a 
strong  protest  on  the  part  of  M.  Montgolfier,  superior  of  the  Seminary 
of  St.  Sulpice,  who,  on  the  2nd  of  January,  1779,  wrote  to  Haldimand 
to  the  effect  that  the  reflections  of  the  Gazette  against  religious  things 
should  be  interdicted.  In  his  capacity  as  superior  he  acted  as  supervisor 
of  the  religious  affairs  of  the  district. 

Haldimand,  in  his  reply,^  states  that  he  had  already  warned  ^lesplet 
to  moderate  the  tone  of  his  "sheet,"  and  that  should  he  continue  to 
pursue  the  same  course,  steps  would  be  taken  to  stop  its  further  issue. 
He  further  suggested  to  the  superior  to  keep  a  look-out  on  its  pages 
and  advise  as  to  any  further  indiscretions. 

The  issue  from  Mesplet's  press  in  1779,  apart  from  the  numbers 
of  the  Gazette,  was  his  third  almanac,*  with  severail  new  features.     Be- 

^  See  appendix  C  No.  11. 

^It  had  never  filled  the  role  of  catering  for  the  commercial  interests  of 
the  community  or  become  a  medium  for  merchants  to  advertise  their  goods. 
It  was  purely  literary  written  mainly  by  the  editor  Jautard. 

^  See  appendix  C  No.  13. 

*  See  appendix  A  No.  22. 
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sides  this  there  was  advertised  in  the  Gazette  of  the  14th  of  August 
"  Meinoire  de  P.  Meziere  comme  avocat  des  Dames  Religieuses  des 
Trois  Eividres  &  La  reponse  de  Frangois  LeMaitre  Dueme,  ces  ouvrages 
serviront  k  faire  distinguer  le  bon  du  mauvais."^  No  copies  of  these 
«re4aiown. 

Jautard,  who  also  practised  as  a  lawyer,  often  discussed  his  cases 
in  the  Gazette  under  different  noms  de  plume,  and  his  criticisms  were 
sometimes  unscathing.  He  was  a  ready  writer  and  usually  filled  the 
paper  with  his  own  effusions,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  news,  even  the 
\  town  gossip.  He  even  went  so  far  as  to  criticize  adverse  judgments  of 
I  the  court.  One  of  these  he  handled  so  severely  that  the  judges  passed 
^fi~7)rder  interdicting  him  from  appearing  before  it.  They,  at  the  same 
time  wrote  to  Haldimand  complaining  of  the  attitude  of  the  paper. 
The  next  day  Jautard  appeared  as  usual  when,  before  the  opening  of 
the  court.  Judge  Southouse  informed  him  that  he  was  no  longer 
entitled  to  occupy  a  seat  among  those  reserved  for  attorneys.  Jautard 
objected  to  this  decision  on  the  ground,  among  others,  that  his  accuser's 
name  had  not  been  given,  and  that  he  had  had  no  opportunity  to 
appear  in  his  own  defence.  He  ai^so  affirmed  that  he  had  not  criti- 
cized the  court  under  his  own  name.  To  this  the  judge  replied  that 
it  was  not  necessary  to  give  the  name  of  the  accuser,  that  Jautard 
was  under  suspicion  of  the  government  and  that  the  style  of  his  writ- 
ings showed  him  to  be  the  author  of  the  criticism  in,  question,  although 
it  did  not  bear  his  name. 

The  next  number  of  the  Gazette  contained  four  different  articles 
criticizing  this  act  of  the  judges.  One  over  Jautard's  own  name,. 
giving  his  version  of  the  affair,  a  second  over  the  nom  de  plume  of 
*' Le  Spectateur  tranquille"  (which  was  really  Jautard's  own  writing), 
complimented  him  on  his  dignified  attitude  under  such  trying  circum- 
stances. The  third  was  addressed  to  Jautard  by  Ducalvet,  also  com- 
plimenting him  on  his  stand  in  court,  and  the  fourth  was  addressed  to 
Judges  Rouville  and  Southouse,  by  Ducalvet,  charging  their  acts  and 
judgments  with  partizanship. 

On  the  appearance  of  this  number,  which  is  dated  the  26th  May, 
1779,  Judge  Hertel  de  Rouville  wrote  to  Haldimand  enclosing  a  copy 
of  the  paper  ^  and  asked  that  the  court  and  judges  be  protected  from 


'  This  memoir  refers  to  a  suit  taken  out  by  the  Ursulines  of  Three  Rivers 
against  Francois  Le  Maitre  DuSme  or  Duhaime  for  some  sort  of  trespass 
on  their  Seigrnlory.  Judgment  had  been  given  against  them  in  favour  of 
Du^me.  This  judgment  was  afterwards  confirmed  in  an  appeal  to  the  Privy 
Council.  Jautard  no  doubt  had  something  to  do  with  tlie  case.  See  "Les 
Ursulines  des  Trois  Rivieres,"  1888,  Vol  I.,  page  415. 

'See  appendix  C  No.  14. 
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Fuch  attacks.  This  capped  the  climax,  for  Haldimand,  who  had  up  ta 
this  time  considered  himself  long  suffering,  took  vigorous  action  and 
issued  a  warrant  ^  to  Major  Nairn,  in  commamd  at  Montreal,  to  arrest 
both  Jautard  and  Mesplet.  He  also  gave  orders  to  the  commander 
of  the  armed  schooner  Mercury  to  proceed  to  Montreal,^  so  that  the 
prisoners  could  have  a  safe  conveyance  to  Quebec.  They  were  arrested 
on  the  4th  of  June  and,  without  being  allowed  to  communicate  with 
each  other  or  with  any  of  their  friends,  w^ere  at  once  sent  down  to 
Quebec.  The  last  number  of  the  Gazette  appeared  on  the  2nd  of  June, 
just  one  year  after  its  commencement.  Thus  was  the  first  French 
literary  periodical  in  America  snuffed  out. 

On  their  arrival  at  Quebec  they  were  conducted  to  the  military 
prison  and  confined  in  a  large  room  already  occupied  by  another  state 
prisoner  named  Laterriere,  who  afterwards  wrote  a  memoir  describing 
"  Ses  traverses."  In  this  memoir  he  states  that  Jautard  and  Mesplet 
were  imprisoned,  the  one  as  editor  and  the  other  as  printer  of  a  libel- 
lous periodical  known  as  Tant  pis,  tant  mieux,  which  "  attacked  the  wise 
politics  of  the  English  government  and  contended  against  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Swiss  Haldimand.^ 

May  we  not  pause  for  a  moment  to  find  out  something  about  the 
publication  that  Laterriere  thus  describes.  Was  it  a  true  satirical  paper 
as  is  claimed  by  Suite.*  Had  it  a  real  existence  as  is  ascribed  to  it  by 
Miss  Jane  IST.  Mcllwraith  in  her  story  of  "  Sir  Frederick  Haldimand," 
which  states  that :  "  Mr.  Mesplet  and  his  editor,  M.  Jotard  did  not 
succeed  in  adhering  to  these  admirable  resolutions,  but  sent  forth  a 
scurrilous  sheet  called  Tant  pis,  tant  mieux  —  the  first  French  journal 
published  in  America  —  defaming  all  the  King's  officers  and  trying 
to  throw  the  colony  into  confusion?"  ^  Or  are  we  to  conclude  with 
Abbe  Camille  Roy,  that  it  was  simply  a  broadside  struck  off  and  dis- 
tributed freely  ?"  ^  N'ow  the  facts  of  the  matter  are :  Laterriere  is  the 
only  contemporary  that  mentions  such  a  periodical;  no  copy  of  it  is- 
to  be  found  anywhere,  and  it  is  altogether  unlikely  that  two  periodicals 
of  a  like  nature  would  be  issued  by  the  samei  publisher  at  the  same 
time,  especially  as  there  was  barely  enough  subscribers  to  sustain  one. 


^  See   appendix   C   No.    16. 

^bid  No.19. 

'  Pierre  de  Salle  Laterriere  et  ses  traverses,  Quebec,  1873,  page  217,  See 
also  appendix  G  No.  80. 

*  Histoire  des  Canadiens  Frangais,  Vol.  VIII.,  page  136. 

"  The  Makers  of  Canada,  Sir  Frederick  Haldimand,  Toronto,  1904,  page 
277. 

"  Etude  sur  I'histoire  de  la  litt^rature  Canadienne,  by  Abb4  Camille  Roy,, 
in  Bulletin  du  parler  Frangais  au  Canada,  Quebec,  1905,  Vol.  III.,  page  239, 
note  2. 
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In  seeking  for  a  solution  of  this  matter  I  found!  in  the  last  number 
of  the  Gazette  a  valedictory  article,  no  doubt  by  Jautard,  entitled 
Tant  pis,  tant  mieux — rather  cleverly  written — in -which  he  rings  the 
changes  on  this  phrase.  He  begins  with,  "  The  newspaper  is  about 
to  be  suspended  —  tant  pis,  which  may  be  translated,  "  so  much  the 
worse."  "  On  the  other  hand  many  claim  that  being  generally  lauded 
it  will  be  continued  —  tant  mieux  —  so  much  the  better."  This  goes 
on  through  twelve  short  paragraphs,  in  which  he  brings  in  the  different 
noms  de  plume,  which  subscribe  to  the  different  articles  in  the  Gazette, 
in  each  finishing  the  first  part  with  tant  pis  and  the  last  with  tant 
mieux.  His  concluding  paragraph  may  be  here  translated :  "  Thus. 
when  all  is  well  considered,  there  will  be  found  the  worse  and  the 
l)etter ;  so  much  the  worse  for  some,  so  much  the  better  for  others." 

This  article,  according  to  my  conclusion,  is  the  origin  of  the  Tant 
pis,  tant  mieux  of  Laterriere  who,  having  spent  nearly  a  year  in  prison 
had  no  knowledge  of  La  Gazette  Litteraire,  and  who,  therefore,  when 
he  heard  Jautard  speaking  of  his  article,  Tant  pis,  tant  mieux,  jumped 
to  the  conclusion  that  this  w^as  the  title  of  the  paper,  especially  as  the 
phrase  fitted  in  with  what  he  had  learned  of  its  character.  Jautard, 
if  at  the  time  he  saw  Laterriere's  mistake,  did  not  take  the  trouble 
to  correct  it  and  so  it  was  given  out,  taken  up  and  passed  on  by  some 
of  our  best  writers.  Tant  pis,  tant  mieux  then  is  not  the  title  of  a 
paper,  but  only  that  of  an  article. 

Laterriere  gives  Jautard  a  most  unenviable  character,  representing 
him  as  satirical,  as  sophistical,  as  a  lawyer  so  brazen  faced  that  nothing 
could  astound  him,  as  a  drunkard,  as  false,  as  a  liar  like  the  devil 
and  as  a  great  gourmand.  He  hated  all  things  English,  was  Jesuit- 
ical, full  of  prejudices,  and  above  all  things,  most  undesirable  as  a 
friend.  He  appeared  to  be  well  educated,  but  without  culture.  His 
influence  over  Mesplet,  which  seemed  almost  supreme,  was  very  bad, 
for  the  latter  hardly  ever  spoke  without  taking  the  cue  from  his  editor. 
Mesplet's  education  was  much  inferior,  as  he  was  simply  a  working 
printer;  nevertheless,  he  >appeared  not  to  be  devoid  of  ability  and  of 
a  general  knowledge  of  things.  He  is  described  as  a  cheat,  almost 
88  big  a  liar  as  Jautard,  and  of  such  an  evil  genius,  which,  had  it 
not  been  ameliorated  by  his  wife,  who  was  a  superior  woman,  would 
have  led  him  to  do  many  things  unworthy  of  an  honest  man.^ 

Such  is  the  portrait  of  Mesplet  and  his  editor  drawn  by  Laterriere, 
who  seems  to  have  conceived  an  antipathy  towards  them,  as  well  as 
they  towards  him;  while  he  was  at  the  same  time  attracted  by  a  fourth 


*See  appendix  No.  80. 
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prisoner,  a  Scotsman  named  Hay.  On  account  of  this  choice  he,  as 
he  claims,  became  the  object  of  their  jealousy.  They  appeared  to  be 
most  quarrelsome,  especially  in  the  afternoons  after  they  had  been 
drinking  —  though  he  does  not  inform  us  as  to  how  they  got  their 
liquor  while  in  jail.  Mesplet  was  to  Jautard  like  Sontar  Jonny, 
described  by  Bums,  was  to  Tam  O'Shanter. 

"  His  ancient  trusty,  drouthy  cronie." 

Laterriere  states  that  nearly  every  afternoon,  after  indulging 
together,  they  attacked  him,  but  never  singly.  Happily,  being  young 
and  strong,  he  was  able  to  master  them  both;  and  thus  suffered  no 
injur}^ 

After  some  time  Mesplet's  wife  was  permitted  to  visit  him  and 
even  to  spend  nights  in  prison  with  him.  And  to  make  it  more 
convenient  each  of  the  prisoners  partitioned  off  a  sleeping  apartment 
for  himself.  She,  as  well  as  her  husband,  petitioned  on  several  occa- 
sions, and  on  one  occasion  Mesplet  and  Jautard  together,  asking  to  be 
liberated  or  brought  to  a  speedy  trial;  claiming  that  they  were  alto- 
gether innocent  of  any  wrong-doing,^  Madam  Mesplet  further  offered 
to  furnish  two  securities  to  vouch  for  her  husband's  good  behaviour 
should  he  be  released.  In  another  petition,-  in  which  he  is  joined  by 
Laterriere,  Mesplet  asks  to  be  permitted  to  take  exercise  in  the  jail-yard, 
as  his  health  suffered  from  close  confinement.  As  no  heed  was  given 
to  these  petitions  for  liberty  they  continued  in  durance  till  the  close 
of  the  war  when  strict  surveillance  was  relaxed.  So,  on  the  1st  of 
September,  1782,  Mesplet  escaped,^  apparently  with  the  connivance  of 
tJie  authorities,  who  were  thus  satisfied  to  have  been  relieved  of  responsi- 
bility'', as  the  arrest  of  these  people  and  their  detention  for)  three  years 
and  three  months,  without  trial,  was  a  violation  of  all  the  principles 
of  British  justice. 

What  was  done  with  Mesplet's  press  and  plant  during  all  this  time  ? 
According  to  Major  Nairn  it  was  seized  and  a  kind  of  inventory  taken.* 
It  evidently  remained  in  Mesplet's  house  on  Capital  Street,  for  he  re- 
turned there  and  at  once  began  work  after  his  release.  Did  it  stand  idle? 
Most  probably,  as  we  have  no  imprints  save  one  dated  during  these 
years.  This  one  deserves  a  word.  It  is  explained  in  a  letter  by 
Colonel  D.  Clause  to  Haldimand,*^  in  which  he  states  that  the  Mohawk 
prayer  book  having  proved  so  successful  he  had  tried  his  hand  in  his 

*  See  appendix  C  No.  26. 
'  See  appendix  C  No.  24. 
»See  appendix  D  No.  33. 
*IMd    C  No.  20. 
^IMd    C  No.  25. 
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kisure  hours  on  a  Mohawk  Primer.  He  had  found  great  difficulty 
in  correcting  the  proof  of  the  Prayer  Book,  which  was  printed  at  Que- 
bec, and  at  the  same  time  attend  to  his  duties  at  Montreal.^  We  may 
therefore  conclude  that  finding  Mesplet's  press  standing  idle  under 
seizure  by  the  government,  he  availed  himself  of  this  opportunity  and, 
securing  the  services  of  a  journeyman  printer,  had  the  Primer  set  up 
under  his  own  supervision  at  Montreal;  especially  as  Mohawk  is  most 
difficult  composition  for  type-setters. 

x\s  soon  as  Mesplet  was  released  he  secured  an  order  for  a  Psautier^ 
for  the  use  of  the  schools  in  which  a  wood  cut  appears,  which  is  claimed, 
in  the  Hart  Catalogue,  to  have  been  the  first  wood  engraving  done  in 
Canada,  and  to  have  been  the  [first  school  book  issued  in  Montreal. 
Both  are  simply  assertions  without  any  other  authority. 

In  1783  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  Great  Britain, 
France  and  the  United  States,  signed  in  January  of  that  year,  was 
printed  by  Mesplet,^  also  a  petition  he  presented  'to  Congress.*  Dionne 
mentions  an  almanac  for  1783,^  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  verify 
this  statement  by  an  existing'  copy,  so  dp  not  include  it  in  the  list. 

This  year  he  claimed  from  Congress  compensation  for  the  losses 
he  had  sustained  in  accepting  their  engagement  as  printer  at  Montreal 
and  on  account  of  his  sjrmpathy  with  their  cause,  but  this  petition  met 
with  no  response. 

There  were  only  two  publications  printed  in  1784,  the  almanac,^ 
of  which  only  one  incomplete  copy  is  known;  and  this  is  the  last  year 
of  issue  so  far  as  extant  evidence  goes.  After  this  he  issued  large 
single  paged  "  Calendriers."  The  second  was  "  L'ecu  de  Six  Francs," 
a  short  story.'' 

In  September  of  this  year  Berger,  whose  partnership  continued 
from  about  September,  1775,  to  September,  1778,  came  to  Can- 
ada to  arrange  a  settlement.  He  is  described  as  a  merchant  of 
France.  As  there  arose  some  dispute  about  the  details  of  the  account 
it  was  agreed  to  settle  the  matter  amicably  by  each  party  appointing 
two  arbitrators.^  As  the  account  was  somewhat  complicated  the  arbi- 
trators referred  the  disputed  points  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Frobisher,  one  of 


*See  Bibliography   of  the   Iroquois   language,   Pilling,   Washington.    1888. 
page  46. 

AprlV^iy-mri890  ^  ^'^'  ^^'    ^^^^  Catalogue  of  the  Hart  Collection,  Boston, 

•  See  appendix  A  25. 
*Ibid  No.  26. 
•Page  14. 

•  See  appendix  A  No.  27. 
^Ihid  No.  28. 

■  See  appendix  F  No.  51. 
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the  principal  merchants  of  Montreal  and,  on  his  advice,  fixed  the  amount 
due  Berger  at  $4,800.^  This  award  shows  that  not  a  single  cent, 
principal  or  interest,  of  the  debt,  contracted  away  back  in  1775  and 
1776,  had  been  paid.  Berger  accepted  in  settlement  of  this  claim  a 
notarial  bond  for  $1,200,  payable  in  four  equal  annual  instalments,  and 
a  note  signed  jointly  by  Mesplet  and  an  individual  named  Marasse  for 
$460.  Berger,  in  the  goodness  of  his  heart  and  in  consideration  for 
Mesplet's  misfortune,  wiped  out  the  balance,  $3,140.^  But  from  the 
post-mortem  inventory  we  learn  that  Berger  never  received  any  pay- 
ment on  the  bond.  The  joint  note  with  Marasse  for  $460,  which 
appears  on  the  inventory  as  a  debt  due  that  person,  was  the  only  money 
Berger  had  received  on  account  of  his  advances  to  Mesplet. 

Berger  made  out  a  power  of  attorney  ^  in  favour  of  Louis  Hardy  and 
J.  C.  Herse  to  collect  this  debt,  and  in  February,  1785,  left  for  France. 
This  was  the  only  occasion  on  which  he  came  to  Canada,  although  he  is 
represented  on  imprints  jointly  with  Mesplet  from  June,  1775,  to  the 
first  of  September,  1778. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  1784,  Mesplet  again  memorialized  Congress 
regarding  his  claim  for  compensation  for  losses,*  but  this  petition,  after 
liaving  been  looked  into  was  tabled.  He  was  thereupon  advised  by 
some  friend  in  charge  of  his  claim  'at  Philadelphia  that  nothing  more 
could  be  accomplished  without  an  appeal  in  person.  This  Mesplet 
complained  he  could  not  do  on  account  of  lack  of  funds  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  a  journey  to  and  a  sojourn  at  that  place.  But  at 
length,  by  the  kindness  of  a  friend  who  advanced  the  necessary  funds 
]\Iesplet  appeared  before  Congress  with  another  petition.  This  was  in 
March,  1785.  A  committee  was  {appointed  which,  after  asking  for  a 
hill  of  grievances  and  a  statement,  took  the  matter  up.  The  bill  and 
the  statement  ^  give  us  many  details  of  Mespkf  s  journey  from  Philadel- 
phia to  Montreal,  which  are  most  interesting.  According  to  the  latter 
tlje  expenses  of  Masplet's  journey  and  his  losses  through  imprisonment 
totalled  up  to  $9,450.  This  claim  was  backed  up  with  a  nimiber  of 
affidavits  which  attested  to  his  jsufferings  and  losses  through  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  the  United  States.  In  April  he  went  to  New  York 
armed  with  a  letter  of  introduction  from  Thomas  Mefflin  to  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Hardy,  a  representative  from  Virginia,  asking  his  assistance  in 
pushing  the  claim.^      After  all  this  effort,  the  committee  reported  on 


^  See  appendix  F  No.  53. 
^  See  appendix  F  No.  54. 
'  See  appendix  F  No.  55. 
*  See  appendix  D  No.  34. 
°  See  appendix  D  No.  42. 
'  See  appendix  D  No.  41. 
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tlie  27th  of  May,  favouring  the  granting  of  •' $426,45-90  to  Mr.  Fleury 
Mesplet  on  account  of  expenses  attending  the  transporting  of  himself, 
family  and  printing  utensils  from  Philadelphia  to  Montreal,"^  This 
appears  to  have  been  for  the  bare  expenses  of  the  journey  to  Montreal, 
without  taking  into  account  the  loss  by  imprisonment  or  otherwise; 
and  it  was  far  from  satisfying  him,  for  in  June  he  presented  another 
memorial  ^  setting  forth  the  utter  inadequacy  of  the  sum  voted  to  cover 
4u8  losses.  He  claimed  that  it  was  insufficient  to  cover  his  outlay  in 
securing  it,  which  included  expenditure  for  the  services  of  an  attorney, 
the  cost  of  his  trip  to,  and  three  months'  sojourn  in  Philadelphia. 
This  was  his  last  appeal  to  the  United  States.  He  had  wasted  time 
and  money  without  any  practical  result,  and  from  henceforth  became 
a  good  and  loyal  Canadian. 

The  same  year  Joseph  Marie  Desautels  finding  it  impossible  to 
collect  his  claim  against  Mesplet  —  he  had  secured  it  by  notarial  bond 
the  previous  year  ^ — took  lOut  an  action  against  him  in  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  and  on  the  22nd  of  July  was  grant-ed  a  judgment  for 
$1,481.*  This  case  wa^  taken  out  ajgainst  both  Mesplet  and  Berger 
but  the  latter  through  his  attorney,  P.  Meziere,  proved  that  he  was 
not  liable  for  the  debt,  while  Mesplet  acknowledged  the  debt  by  confess- 
ing judgment.  It  may  be  worth  while  to  note  that  the  claimant  was 
represented  by  Thomas  Walker,  celebrated  in  connection  for  his  sym- 
pathy with  the  continental  army,  and  for  having  entertained  Franklin 
when  he  visited  Montreal.  Mesplet  who,  at  that  time,  owpd  over 
$5,000,^^  tried  to  arrange  a  compromise.  He  only  asked  for  an  extension 
of  time,  offering  his  presses  and  other  plant  as  security.^  But  Desau- 
tels, noting  that  he  was  hopelessly  insolvent,  took  out  an  execution 
and  Mesplet's  effects  were  disposed  lof  by  a  bailiff's  sale  in  October."^ 
The  whole  sale  realized  a  little  over  $600,  not  half  the  indebtedness 
to  Desautels  alone,  who  bought  in  the  two  presses  and  type  for  $290, 
besides  books  and  sundry  other  articles  aggregating  altogether  to  $443, 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole.  It  would  appear  by  the  final 
inventory  that  Desautels  bought  the  presses  for  Edward  William  Gray. 
From  this  time  out  Mesplet  never  owned  his  presses,  although  after- 
wards he,  from  time  to  time,  bought  fresh  supplies  of  type.  Gray, 
although,  no  doubt,  he  bought  the  plant  at  a  bargain,  could  not  find 
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•  See  appendix  D  No.  31. 
'  See  appendix  D  No.  43. 

•  See  appendix  F  No.  56. 

•  Ibid  G  No.  78. 

•  Ibid  F  No.  60. 

•  Ibid  F  No.  58. 

'  See  appendix  F  No.  61. 
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another  printer  to  take  it  off  his  hands  or  undertake  the  work, 
was  obliged  to  fall  back  on  a  lease  of  the  plant  to  Mesplet  at  the  risk 
of  never  being  paid  or  having  to  let  the  whole  lie  idle.  From  the 
details  of  this  sale,  which  are  most  interesting,  we  learn  that  Mesplet, 
who  is  often  represented  on  imprints  as  bookseller  as  well  as  printer, 
sold  mainly  his  own  publications,  and  such  stationery  as  was  then 
used;  although  from  an  earlier  announcement  he  offered  a  few  works 
by  other  printers  he  appeared  to  have  none  on  hand  at  the  time  of 
this  sale.  His  stock  of  publications,  of  which  the  major  part  was  in 
sheets  unbound,  was  very  large,  even  when  compared  with  the  demand 
for  such  literature  to-day.  He  had  as  many  as  500,  750  and  1,000 
copies  of  some  lines.^  Only  six  of  the  fifteen  books  mentioned  in  this 
sale  are  otherwise  known  to  bibliophilists. 

Among  the  purchasers  at  the  sale  was  Jautard,  who  evidently  had 
some  means,  as  he  stands  third  highest  on  the  list.  This  is  the  last 
occasion  we  hear  of  him  in  connection  with  Mesplet.  The  latter  seems 
to  have  broken  away  from  his  former  editor  after  his  release  from 
prison.  Jautard  afterwards  got  in  tow  with  a  widow  named  "  Madam 
Deganne,^^  who  appears  to  ha,ve  had  some  means.  He  borrowed  money 
from  her,  and  then  married  her  to  cancel  the  debt.  At  that  time  he 
is  represented  as  living  at  Cote  St.  Paul. 

His  only  publication  in  1785  was  the  Miontreal  Gazette,-  the  first 
number  of  which  appeared  on  the  28th  of  August.  It  was  a  four- 
paged  folio,  printed  in  French  and  English.  All  controversial  matters 
were  carefully  avoided  ^as  it  dealt  mainly  with  general  and  local 
news.  It  was  much  less  (original  than  La  Gazette  Litteraire,  so 
escaped  falling  under  the  ban  of  those  in  high  places.  It  proved 
so  successful  that  it  still  lives,  while  all  its  contemporaries  —  if 
we  except  the  Nova  Scotia  Gazette  which,  being  a  government 
organ,  is  outside  the  strict  classification  of  true  newspapers,  have 
ceased  to  appear.^  It  has  therefore  outlived  all  of  its  contem- 
poraries and  many  later  Canadian  publications.  Although  the  price, 
$3.00  per  annum,  appears  high  for  a  small  four  page  weekly  when 
compared  with  one  of  our  sixteen  page  dailies  which  cost  no  more,  it 
had  a  good  subscription  list  extending  all  the  way  down  the  banks  of 
the  St.  Lawrence  to  Quebec ;  while  there  was  hardly  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Montreal,  French  as  well  as  English,  whose  name  was  not  among 

^  See  appendix  B  Nos.  3-15, 

=*  See  appendix  A  No.  29. 

3  The  Halifax  Gazette  was  first  issued  on  the  23rd  March,  ITSS.  After- 
wards the  title  was  changed  to  the  Nova  Scotia  Royal  Gazette  under 
which  title  it  is  still  issued  as  the  official   organ  of  that  province. 
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the  list  of  subscribers.  On  the  24th  of  September  the  Gazette  consisted 
of  a  single  page  containing  simply  a  letter  in  French  from  Fleury 
Mesplet  addressed,  "A  Messieurs  les  Souscripteurs,"  which  shows  that 
the  paper  came  near  ceasing  to  be  published.  It  states  that,  "  You 
will  be  surprised  at  not  receiving  your  Gazette  this  week,  but  I  hope 
you  will  bear  me  no  ill  will,  because  it  is  not  the  result  of  my  negligence. 
I  owe  it  to  myself  as  well  as  the  public  to  be  on  time,  and  I  believe 
that  up  till  the  present  not  one  of  you  gentlemen  can  reproach  me. 
A  derangement  in  my  affairs  (the  cause  of  which,  I  believe,  you  all 
know)  has  stopped  my  work  and  rendered  it  impossible  to  supply 
to-day  what  I  have  engaged  to  do.  I  flatter  myself  that  next  week 
I  will  be  in  a  position  to  give  such  full  satisfaction  as  lies  within 
my  power  and  to  continue  with  the  same  zeal  to  give  you  proofs  of 
my  assiduity."  This  derangement,  no  doubt,  arose  out  of  the  seizure 
of  Mesplet's  effects  by  Desautels. 

In  1786  no  extant  publication  appeared;  but  in  1787  there  are 
three:  A  funeral  sermon  preached  by  the  Rev.  D.  C.  Delisle  on  the 
death  of  Joseph  Frobisher,^  who  had  acted  two  years  before  in  settling 
the  award  between  Berger  and  Mesplet.  There  was  a  medical  work 
on  how  to  combat  a  plague  that  had  broken  out  at  Baie  St.  Paul,^ 
and  his  first  English  book — "  The  Manual  Exercise,"  ^  which  was 
printed  on  the  order  or  approval  of  the  military  authorities.  This 
shows  that  Mesplet  had  now  secured  the  good  will  of  the  government. 

1788  is  again  another  year  in  which  there  are  no  extant  imprints; 
but  a  lease  was  signed  with  J.  B.  Tabeau  for  a  house  on  Notre  Dame 
Street.*  The  location  of  this  house  is  given  in  one  document  as 
No.  44,  and  on  the  "  Juge  a  Paix,"  as  near  as  the  Recollet  fathers  fix 
it  about  the  comer  of  St.  Helen  Street.  As  there  is  no  evidence  that 
he  moved  before  this  time  we  conclude  that  the  printing  office  of  Mes- 
plet continued  at  the  first  location  in  Capital  Street  from  May  18th, 
1 776,  until  May  1st,  1788,  a.  space  of  twelve  years. 

The  only  publication  dated  1789  was  ''  Le  Juge  a  Paix,"  ^  a  thick 
book,  issued  in  parts,  the  first  of  which  appeared  in  March.  This 
book,  which  is  comparatively  common,  is  a  translation  of  an  English 
work  by  Richard  Bum,  and  the  parts  were  known  as  '^  Traduction  de 
Bum's  Justice."  In  the  Gazette  of  that  year  there  are  advertised  "  Le 
Calendrier  de  Montreal  pour  Tannee  1789,"  and  "  Tableau  des  mes 
et  faubourgs  de  Montreal." 

*  See  appendix  A  No.  30. 
'  See  appendix  A  No.  31. 
'See  appendix  A  No.  32. 

•See  appendix  F  No.  62. 

•  See  appendix  A  No.  33. 
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On  the  1st  of  September  Marie  Mirabeau,  Mesplet^s  faithful  wife, 
died  at  the  age  of  43;^  no  doubt  worn  out  through  privations  and 
worry  during  her  husband'a  long  imprisonment,  accelerated  also  by  his 
financial  embarrassment.  "■- 

Mesplet  did  not  continue  long  a  widower,  for  on  the  23rd  of  April, 
1790,  after  an  interval  of  little  more  than  seven  months,  he  married 
Marie  Anne  Tison,  daughter  of  Jean  Baptiste  Tison,-  a  girl  of  23 
years,  while  he  was  himself  over  55.  She  had  been  left  a  small  ' 
competence  by  her  deceased  mother  which  attracted  Mesplet,  while  she 
was  glad  to  escape  from  the  supervision  of  a  stepmother,  even  by  marry- 
ing a  man  who  was  an  insolvent  and  more  than  twice  her  age.  In 
any  case,  this  inheritance  soon  served  to  tide  the  husband  over  a  finan- 
cial difficulty,  for  before  the  close  of  the  year  his  wife  had  to  becoisfu, 
a  party  with  him  to  a  bond  in  favour  of  Charles  Lusignan  for  $174.^ 

This  year  he  published,  on  his  own  account,  a  pamphlet  of  32 
pages,  entitled  "  La  Bastille  Septentrionale,  ou  trois  sujets  britanniques 
opprimes,"  which  describes  a  difficulty  or  quarrel  arising  out  of  the 
|:  annual  drill  of  the  militia  at  Three  Rivers.*  Although  the  subject 
seems  most  trivial  it  was  evidently  considered  of  sufficient  importance 
at  that  time  to  command  a  ready  sale,  as  from  the  title  page  we  note 
that  it  was  offered  for  sale  throughout  the  province.  Another  pamphlet 
dated  this  year  was  "  Memoire  .  .  .  de  Jean  Baptiste  Lebrun,"^ 
which  describes  a  lawsuit.  Thisr  year  Mesplet  appeared  as  godfather 
and  his  wife  as  godmother  to  his  brother-in-law,  Fleury  Tison.  As 
he  was  named  after  Mesplet,  we  may  conclude  that  the  two  families 
were  on  good  terms  ;'^  two  days  afterwards  he  again  stood  as  godfather 
to  the  daughter  of  a  friend. 

In  1791  his  only  publication  was  "  Memoire  en  cassation  du  testa- 
ment de  Simon  Sanguinet,^^"  a  pamphlet  of  19  pages,  evidently  a  will 
case.  There  is  nothing  dated  1792,  which  shows  that  Mesplet's  business 
was  dwindling  away.  Only  three  pamphlets,  totalling  67  pages,  appear 
among  the  works  now  extant  as  printed  during  the  years  1790-2. 

In  May,  1793,  Mesplet  moved  for  the  third  time  to  a  house,  No. 
46  Notre  Dame  Street,  two  doors  east  of  the  former  stand,  which  was 
owned  by  the  widow  of  Ignace  Chenier,  and  was  for  a  term  of  five 
years,®  although  he  did  not  live  long  to  occupy   it.       The  only  book 

^  See  appendix  E  No.  45. 

2  See  appendix  E  No.  46  and  F  No.  64. 

'76M.  F  No.  65. 

*IUd.  A  No.   34. 

UUd.  No.  35. 

UUd.  F  No.  49. 

'Ibid.  A  No.  36. 

«J6id.  F  No.  59. 
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printed  in  these  premises  was  one  for  the  military  authorities,  as  it 
bears  the  superscription  "By  His  Majesty's  Special  Command."  It 
is  entitled,  "  Kulcs  and  Regulations  for  Field  Exercise/'"  and  this  is 
Mesplef  s  last  book. 

Evidently  about  this  time  the  type  and  other  appliances  necessary 
for  his  press  room  began  to  be  pretty  well  used  up,  as  the  owner  of 
the  presses  declined  to  make  any  renewals.  Mesplet  had  to  order  a 
fresh  supply  from  Europe  through  a  Montreal  merchant  named  Jeaji 
Baptiste  Durocher.  In  settlement  for  the  cost  of  this  type  which 
amounted  to  $632,  he,  along  with  his  wife,  gave  a  bond  in  which  the 
latter  hypothecated  to  Durocher  all  her  goods  and  furniture,  besides  her 
interest  in  the  estate  of  her  late  mother.^  This  amount  was  not  paid 
at  maturity,  but  in  1795  Madam  Mesplet  declared  that  the  total  amount 
coming  to  her  from  her  mother's  estate  did  not  exceed  $326.50,  which 
amount  was  to  be  paid  by  her  father  at  the  end  of  two  years  with 
interest  at  six  per  cent.^  This  settlement,  which  was  guaranteed  by 
her  father,  J.  B.  Tison,  was  accepted  by  Durocher  .and  afterwards 
transferred  to  P.  Huguet-Latour,^  who  acknowledges  to  have  received 
the  air.ount  with  interest  from  Tison  on  the  22nd  of  November,  1797.^ 

The  signing  of  this  bond  appears  to  have  been  the  last  transaction 
of  any  importance  which  Mesplet  did,  for  six  months  afterwards  —  on 
the  24th  of  January,  1794 — ^he  died,  according  to  the  parish  register 
aged  ajbout  60  years.®  Wlien  he  was  married  for  the  second  time  his 
age  is  given  at  55,  which  would  make  him  a  year  younger. 

After  the  death  of  Mesplet  his  wife  found  his  affairs  so  embar- 
rassed financially  that  she  appointed  Charles  Lusignan  and  Louis 
Hardy  trustees,  to  take  over  the  estate  and  settle  it  on  behalf  of  the 
creditors.'^  The  inventory  which  they  ^ook  valued  his  furniture  and 
Btock  at  $783,  and  book  debts  at  $1,015,  or  a  total  of  $1,798,  to  cover 
liabilities  ascertained  amounting  to  $3,546,  besides  a  number  of  debts 
the  amounts  of  which  could  not  be  determined.  This  inventory  is  a 
most  precious  document  for,  besides  revealing  Mesplef s  financial  con- 
dition, it  gives  us  a  view  of  the  furnishings  of  his  house  and  of  his 
wearing  apparel,  both  of  which  by  the  way  were  as  sumptuous  as  that 
of  a  gentleman  of  means.  From  it  we  also  get  an  idea  of  the  utensils 
employed  about  a  Canadian  house  one  hundred   years   ago.      It  also 


*  See  appendix  A  No.  37. 
'Ibid.  F  No.  69. 

•/6m/.  F  No.  70. 
*rhid.  F  No.  71. 
*Ibid.  F  No.  72. 

•  Ibid.  F  No.  49. 
'/6W.  F  No.  73. 
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describes  very  fully  Mesplet's  stock  in  trade  as  a  bookseller.  Apart 
from  some  books  placed  on  sale,  and  one  or  two  dictionaries,  he  had 
no  stock  of  books,  save  those  of  his  own  printing.  But  his  stock  of 
stationery,  on  the  other  hand,  was  much  more  complete. 

After  the  inventory  was  taken,  Madam  Mesplet  finding  that  the 
estate  was  hopelessly  insolvent,  renounced  any  claim  she  might  have 
had  in  the  community  of  property,^  and  ordered  the  whole  of  the  effects 
to  be  sold  by  auction  on  behalf  of  the  creditors.^ 

The  second  Madam  Mesplet  like  the  first  had  no  children,  thus, 
although  left  d^titute  by  her  husband,  she  had  only  herself  to  provide 
for.  According  to  the  marriage  contract  she  had  inherited  from  her 
mother  $503.70,  from  which  she  paid  $194  due  on  Lusignan's  bond 
and  the  $326.50  above  mentioned  to  Durocher;  the  two  together  more 
than  swallowed  this  sum.  B;^^  her  father's  will  she  was  left  a  furthei 
sum  of  $25,^  but  this  was  so  small  as  to  be  hardly  worth  mentioning. 
She  never  married  again,  although  left  a  widow  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six.  She  died  in  1840,  aged  74.-*  Her  nephew,  Mr.  Jean  Baptiste 
Tison,  remembers  ma  tanie  Mesplet  as  a  very  old  woman,  but  cannot 
relate  anything  she  may  have  said  about  her  husband. 

Now,  regarding  the  books  and  other  publications  printed  by  Mes- 
plet; in  list  A  are  given  all  that  are  known  to  exist  with  their  titles 
in  full,  the  number  and  size  of  the  pages  and  where  copies  are  to,,  be 
seen.  These  number  39,  but  there  are  some  36  others  mentioned  in 
advertisements  and  in  the  two  inventories,  bringing  up  the  total  to  75; 
all  of  which  arranged  according  to  subjects  are  given  in  Appendix  B. 
Of  these  nearly  one-third  are  religious  and  three  official,  for  military 
purposes,  showing  that  Mesplet  must  have  repented  and  been  received 
as  a  true  son  of  the  church  and  as  a  good  citizen.  He  did  honest 
work  on  fairly  good  paper,  much  better  than  in  many  longer  established 
printing  offices  on  this  continent.  His  description  of  the  stock, 
brought  from  Philadelphia,  which  included  gold  leaf  and  gilt,  mar- 
bled, coloured  and  India  paper,  besides  80  reams  of  fine  white  paper, 
gives  an  idea  of  the  quality  of  work  he  intended  to  do.  His  binding 
was  also  of  good  material  and  well  executed,  which  shows  that  he  was 
a  thorough  master  of  his  trade  in  all  its  branches.  The  proof  reading 
feeems  to  have  been  well  'done,  and,  as  h.e  printed  in  four  languages, 
we  might  almost  say  five,  as  the  English  style  of  spelling  Iroquois  was 
altogether  different  from  the  French,  we  can  form  some  idea  of  his 


'  Sep  apperd'x  E  No.  74. 
^  See  appendix  E  No.  75. 
"  See  appendix  G  No.  77. 
*  See  appendix  E  No.  50. 
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capacity  for  undertaking  difficult  pieces  of  work.      In  one  of  these 
his  name  is  even  given  in  the  Iroquois  form. 

AMiat   is   there   to   be   said   as    to    Mesplet's    character    and    dis- 
position ?      Shall  we  accept  Laterriere's  estimate  as  conclusive  and  draw 
no  other  deductions?      This  estimate  seems  hardly   fair.     We  must 
remember  that  it  was  formed  under  most  unfavourable  circumstances, 
^lesplet  was  in  close  confinement  under  which,  being  used  to  work,  he 
chafed.      Then  there  was  Jautard  s  evil  influence  which,  with  enforced 
idleness  and  drink,  would  in  many  cases  debase  the  sweetest  disposition. 
That  he  did  reform  after  his  liberation  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  he 
broke  away  from  Jautard's  influence  and  was  received  into  the  bosom 
r^'^ef  the  church.      That  he  was  untruthful  and  ungrateful,  or,  to  put  it 
1    mildly,  made  promises  he  was  unable  to  fulfil,  is  amply  proved  by  his 
I    action  in  regard  to  his  promise  to  abstain  from  all  oontroversial  subjecte 
/    in  his  Gazette  Litteraire,  in  his  neglect  to  meet  his  bonds  when  due, 
O  and  in  his  treatment  of  his  friend  Berger.    The  debt  due  the  latter  was 
altogether  ignored,  notwithstandinsr  his  many  acts  of  kindness.    In  this 
Mesplet  was  most  ungrateful.      Another  indication  of  his  untruthful- 
ness is  the  immoderate  language  used  in  his  appeal  to  Congress,  and  this 
too,  after  settling  down  as  a  British  subject,  in  which  he  claims  that 
the    ill-treatment    at    the    hands    of    the    LfOyalists,    whom    he    calls 
*'*  Canaille,"  because   of  his   sympathy   with  the  cause  of  the  united 
"did- him  honour."     But  Laterriere^s  assertion  is  not  true;  that  he  was 
actuated  by  "  an  evil  genius,  which,  but  for  the  softening  influence  of 
his  wife,  would  have  led  him  to  commit  many  wrong  things  unworthy 
of  an  honest  majn." 

From  Cramahe's  letter  to  Haldimand,^  which  states  "  when  our 
printer  has  a  cup  too  much,  which  is  not  seldom,"  coupled  with  Later- 
riere's account  of  the  drinking  bout  every  afternoon,  we  are  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that  Mesplefs  besetting  sin  was  drunkenness  and  to 
this  should  be  attributed  his  utter  financial  failure;  nevertheless,  he 
must  have  had  some  good  qualities  to  secure  the  patronage  he  did  and 
some  attractiveness  of  manner  to  obtain  loans  and  other  financial  help 
through  all  his  business  career. 

While  he  had  a  fair  education  and  was  a  most  intelligent  workman 
we  may  conclude  with  Laterriere  that  he  lacked  refinement  and  culture. 
The  whole  tone  of  his  memorial  to  Congress,  one  of  the  few  examples 
of  his  own  composition  we  possess,  bears  this  out.  ^  The  use  of  the 
expression  "ces  animeaux" — these  h easts  —  stamps  him  as  of  a  rather 
low  nature  —  grassier e — as  the  French  would  express  it. 

*  See   appendix    C    No.    10. 
'See  appendix  D  No.  33. 
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In  disposition  he  was  most  sanguine,  for  he  seems  never  to  have 
faltered  under  a  heavy  load  of  debt  and  the  chronic  state  of  insolvency 
in  which  he  always  lived.  And  bearing  up  under  this  burden  he  was  able 
to  ward  off  his  creditors  by  one  means  or  another,  while  at  the  same 
time  securing  advances  or  fresh  credit  from  new  men.  In  only  one 
instance  was  he  sued  and  pushed  to  the  wall.  That  was  when  sold 
out  by  Desautels.  Each  creditor  in  every  financial  transaction,  save 
two,  who  were  paid  in  full  after  his  death  by  Madam  Mesplet,  lost 
part  or  whole  of  his  debt,  and  these  two,  Charles  Lusignan  and 
Desautels,  were  paid  out  of  Madam  Mesplet^s  patrimony.  Thus 
while  able  to  ward  off  his  many  creditors,  in  ordinary  ahility  and  power 
to  cope  with  and  meet  his  financial  engagements,  he  was  altogether 
wanting,  and  yet  through  all  he  was  a  painstaking,  honest  and  per- 
severing workman. 

Such  then  are  the  facts  that  have  been  gathered  respecting  our 
first  Montreal  printer.  And,  although  this  closer  inspection  has  dis- 
pelled much  of  the  glamour  that  has  hitherto  surrounded  him,  and 
shown  him  to  have  been  ever  very  human  and  erring,  yet,  as  a  man 
labouring  under  great  disabilities  —  desertion  by  his  patrons,  accused 
by  the  church,  suspected  by  the  people,  imprisoned  by  the  government, 
and  borne  down  with  debt  —  he  rose  above  all  and,  persevering  to  the 
end,  founded  a  free  press,  one  that  has  uncovered  the  source  of  French 
literature  in  the  new  world,  which,  flowing  in  an  ever  widening,  deepen- 
ing stream,  is  clear  and  limpid  when  compared  with  the  turbid  flood 
inundating  the  old  land. 
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APPENDICES. 

A 

List  of  Books,  pamphlets,  &c.,  printed  by  Mesplet,  copies  of  which  exist. 

1773. 

I.  La  I  Louisiane  |  Ensanglant6e,  |  Avec  toutes  les  Particularit^s  de 
cette  horrible  |  Catastrophe,  |  Redig^es  1  Sur  le  Serment  de  Temoins  dignes 
de  foi.  I  Par  le  Colonel  Chevalier  de  Champigny.  1  Quidquid  delirant  Reges 
plechuclue  Achivi  |  Virg.  |  A  Londres,  |  Aux  d^pens  de  I'Editeur:  [  Chez 
Fleury  Mesplet,  No  24.  Crown  |  Court,  Little  Russell  Street,  Covent  Garden.  | 
M.DCC.LXXIII. 

Size  5x8,  pp.  XII.  +  La  Louisiane.  123  +  Notes  XXX.  -f  Memorial 
32  =  197. 

Copies  known,  P.  Gagnon,  Quebec;   Library  of  Congress,  Washington. 

Described  by  Gagnion,  Essai  de  Bibliographic  Canadienne,  Quebec,  1895, 
page  102,  No.  765.  A  second  edition  was  issued  in  1776  and  a  third  in  1781 
under  the  title  "  Etat  present  de  la  Louisiane."  This  book  as  is  claimed  by 
the  preface  was  edited  from  the  manuscript  of  a  deceased  English  officer 
who  had  lived  in  Louisiana. 

1774. 

2.  Lettre  |  Adress^e  |  Aux  Habitants.]  de  la  Province  ]  de  Quebec  |  ci- 
devant  le  Canada  |  De  la  part  du  Congr^s  |  General  de  I'Amg-  |  rique  Sep- 
tentrionale  tenu  a,  Philadelphie  |  Imprimfi  &  public  par  ordre  du  Congrds  ] 
A  Philadelphie,  |  De  I'Imprimerie  de  Fleury  Mesplet.  |  M.DCC.LXXIV. 

Size  4%  x  7,  pp.  18.  Copies:  Judge  L.  W.  Sicotte,  Montreal;  Historical 
Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mentioned  in  "Issues  of  the  Press  in  Pennsylvania,  1685-1784,  Hildeburn. 
Philadelphia,  1885-6,  Vol.  2,  page  192. 

1775. 

3.  L'lnoculatlon  |  du  |  Bon  sens  |  Par  moi,  &  pour  I'homme  en  general,  [ 
Tout  lui  plait  &.  d^plait,  tout  le  choque  &  I'oblige;  |  Sans  raison  il  est  gai, 
sans  raison  il  s'afflige;  |  Son  esprit  au  xiazard  aime,  6vite,  poursuit,  |  Defait, 
refalt,  augmente,  6te,  §16ve,  dStruit.  |  Boileau  |  A  Philadelphie  |  chez  I'im- 
prlmeur  ambulant.  |  Avec  I'approbation  de  la  Soci6t6  des  Inocul6s  | 
M.DCC.LXXV. 

Size  4^  X  7y2,  pp.  47.    Copy,  Late  Mr.  Justice  Baby,  Montreal. 

Although  this  publication  does  not  bear  Mesplet's  imprint  it  is  claimed 
by  Judge  Baby,  in  a  note  attached,  to  have  been  printed  by  him  as  there 
was  at  that  time  no  other  French  printer  in  Philadelphia  to  which  the  quali- 
fication Ambulant  (itinerant)  would  apply.  Corroborative  of  this  claim  is  thej 
fact  that  six  copies  of  "  L'lnoculatlon  du  bon  sens  "  were  found  in  Mesplet's 
stock  after  his  death. 

4.  Lettre  |  Adress^e  |  Aux  Habitants  |  Opprim§s  |  de  la  Province  |  de  ] 
Quebec.  I  De  la  part  du  Congr^s  G6n§ral  de  I'Am^rique  Sep-  |  tentrionale, 
tenu  &  Philadelphie.  1  Philadelphie,  Fleury  Mesplet,  1775. 

8-vo,  pp.  7.     Copy:   Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 
Mentioned  by  Hildeburn,  Vol.  2,  page  225. 
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I  5.  <R$glement  |  de  la  Confrdrie  J  de  I'adoration  perp6tuelle  ]  du  S. 
Sacrement  |  et  |  de  la  bonne  mort,  |  Erlg^e  |  dans  I'Eglise  parolsslale  de 
Vil-  I  le-Marie,  en  I'lsle  de  Montreal,  en  Canada. 

Size   3%    X  5,   pp.   40.     Copies:    Judge  L.   W.    Sicotte;    Late   Mr.  Justice 
Baby. 

Although  bearing  no  imprint,  there  appears  little  doubt  but  that  this 
little  booklet  was  printed  by  Mesplet.  He  secured  the  order  on  his  way 
>ack  from  Quebec  in  May  or  June,  1775.  These  were  among  some  of  the 
books  that  escaped  while  the  bulk  of  the  edition  was  lost  through  the  ship- 
ping of  water  by  the  bateaux  at  Chambly  in  1776,  hence  the  need  of  a 
second  edition.  /Mentioned  by  Gagnon,  page  412,  No.  2691,  and  by  Dionne,  in 
Inventaire  chronologique  des  livres...,  publiS  dans  la  province  de  Quebec, 
page  13,  where  he  claims  that  it  was  most  likely  printed  in  France.  But 
this  seems  altogether  unlikely  as  all  communication  with  Canada  and  that 
country  had  been  prohibited. 

t  6.  RSglement  |  Militaire,  |  Concernant  ]  La  Police  |  et  |  La  Discipline,  j 
Que  doivent  observer  les  Troupes  qui  sont  ou  seront  |  dans  la  suite  levies  & 
payees  par  les  Treize  |  Colonies  unies  de  I'Am^rique  Septentrionale.  |  Tra- 
duit  de  r Anglais  par  F*.  Daymen.  |  A  Philadelphie;  Chez  Fleury  Mesplet  & 
Ch.  Berger,    |  Imprimeurs  &  Libraires.   |  M.DCC.LXXV. 

Size  8-vo,  pp.  39.     Copy:   Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mentioned  by  Hildeburn,  Vol.   2,  page  265. 


1776. 


I 


7.  Aux  I  Habitants  |  de  la  Province  du  Canada.  |  A  Philadelphia.  ] 
Chez  Fleury  Mesplet  &  Charles  Berger,  [dated]  "  A  Philadelphie,  le  24  Janvier 
1776  "  and   signed  by  "  John  Hancock,  President." 

Size  8  X  12,  p.  1.  Copies:  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania;  Judge  L. 
W.   Sicotte.     The  letter  without  imprint. 

Mentioned  by  Hildeburn,  Vol.  2,  page  242. 

8.  R§glement  |  de  la  Confrerie  ]  de  I'Adoration  perp^tuelle  |  du  |  S. 
Sacrement;  ]  et  |  de  la  Bonne  Mort.  j  Erig§e  dans  I'Eglise  paroissiale  de 
Ville-Mar-  |  ie,  en  I'lsle  de  Montreal,  en  Canada  |  Nouvelle  Edition  revue, 
corrigge  et  augment^e  |  A  Montreal;  |  chez  F.  Mesplet  &  C.  Berger,  Impri-  | 
meurs  et  Libraires;   prds  le  Marche,  1776. 

Size  3x4%,  pp.  40.  Copies:  Judge  L.  W.  Sicotte  and  about  twenty  others. 
Described  by  Gagnon,  page  412,  No.  2691,  and  by  Dionne,  page  13,  No.  8. 


9.  Jonatas  |  et  |  David  |  ou  |  le  triomphe  |  de  I'Amitig.  |  Trag^die  |  En 
Trois  Actes.  |  Representee  par  les  Ecoliers  de  Montreal  |  design  \  A  Montreal;  | 
Chez  Fleury  Mesplet  &  Ch.  Berger,  |  Imprimeurs  &  Libraires,  1776. 

Size  4%  X  1V2,  pp.  40.  Copies:  The  late  Mr.  Justice  Baby;  P.  Gagnon, 
Quebec. 

10.  Cantiques  |  de  Vtme  dSvote  |  divis§  en  XII  livres  |  I'on  repr^sente 
d'une  mani^re  nette  «&  facile  |  les  principaux  mystfires  de  la  Foi,  &  les  prin-  , 
cipales  vertues  de  la  Religion  Chr^tienne  |  accomod^s  a  des  airs  vulgaires  | 
avec  une  augmentation  notable:  |  le  tout  mis  dans  un  ordre  particulier.  ( 
Nouvelle  Edition  imprim^e  sur  celle  |  de  Marseille  avec  son  ancienne  appro-  | 
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bation.  Premiere  partle,  |  par  M.  Laurens  Durand,  Pr§tre  |  du  diocSse  de 
Toulon.  I  Implemini  Splritu  Sancto  loquentes  vobismet  ipsis  in  Psalmis  & 
Hymnis  &  Cantecis  splritualibus  |  Cantantes,  &  Psaultentes  in  Cordibus 
Nestris  Domino.  |  Eph.,  ch.  6,  v.  18  &  19.  |  a  Quebec,  chez  Fleury  Mesplet 
&  Charles  Berger,  Imprimeurs  &  Libraires,  1776. 

Size  3%  X  6^4,  pp.  610.  Copies:  Judge  L.  W.  Sicotte;  Mr.  Justice  Baby, 
and  three  or  four  others. 

Mentioned   by   Gagnon,   page   102,   but   the   date   is    incorrectly   given  as 

1775. 

1777. 

11.  Almanach  ]  Encyclop6dique;  |  ou  Chronologie  1  des  faits  les  plus 
remarquables  de  |  I'histoire  universelle,  depuis  J§-  |  sus-Christ;  |  avec  les 
anecdotes  curieuses,  utiles  1  &  int^ressantes.  1  Mil-sept  cent  soixante  dix- 
sept  I  A  Montr§al  |  chez  Fleury  Mesplet  &  Char-  |  les  Berger,  Imprim.  Lib.  1 
1777. 

Size  3  X  i^,  pp.  60.     Copy:   The  late  Mr.  Justice  Baby. 

This  is  believed  to  be  first  almanac  printed  in  French  in  America. 

12.  lontriS-aiestakSa  1  lonskaneks  ]  N'aieienterihag  Gaiatonsera  te 
Gari8toraragon.  g  OngSe  on8e  GaSennotakon  |  ornamental  square  \  Teiotiagi;  | 
Sesklet,  Tsi  Thonons8te,  Ok-  |  niore  Tsi  lontkerontakSa.  1  1777. 

Size  4x7,  pp.  16.     Copy:   Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin,  Madison. 

The  first  Iroquois  book  printed  in  Canada.  Described  as  a  "  Mohawk 
PHmer"  by  J.  C.  Pilling  in  The  Bibliography  of  the  Iroquoian  Languages, 
Washington,  1888,  page  90.  It  is  probably  the  same  publication  as  that 
mentioned  in  the  post-mortem  inventory  under  the  title  "  Brochures  de 
Priferes  Sauvages "  of  which  there  were  sixteen  copies. 

13.  Exercise  |  tr§s-d4vot  |  envers  S.  Antoine  |  de  Padoue  [  le  Thauma- 
turge, I  de  I'ordre  S6raphique  |  de  S.  Frangois.  1  Avec  un  petit  recueil  de 
quelques  princi-  |  paux  miracles.  |  A  Montreal.  ]  Chez  F.  Mesplet  et  C.  Berger, 
Imprimeurs  &  Libraires,  1777. 

Size  2%  X  5,  pp.  88.  Copies:  Judge  L.  W.  Sicotte;  Cyrille  Tessier, 
Quebec. 

14.  Officium  |  in  honorem  |  Domini  Nostri  J.  C.  1  Summi  Sacerdotis  [ 
et  I  Omnium  Sanctorum  |  Sacerdotum  |  ac  Levitarum.  |  Monti-Regali;  Apud 
Fleurium  Mesplet   |   Typographorum  &  Bibliop.    |    M.DCC.LXXVII. 

Size  4%  v  6%,  pp.  12.  Copies:  Judge  L.  W.  Sicotte;  University  Lavai, 
Quebec,  and  four  or  five  others. 

The  first  Latin  book  printed  in  Canada.  Described  by  Gagnon,  page  355, 
No.  2581.  Also  by  Dionne,  page  13,  No.  10,  where  by  mistake  he  claims 
It  was  printed  In  Quebec.  A  manuscript  copy  exists  in  the  library  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Quebec. 

15.  Cat^chisme  |  a  I'usage  |  du  Dioc&se  |  de  Quebec.  |  Imprim6  par 
I'ordre  de  Monselgneur  Jean  |  Olivier  Briand;  Ev§que  de  Quebec.  |  Pre- 
miere partle.  |  Contenant  1  le  petit  Cat§chisme  ou  abregg  de  la  doctrine 
chr^tlenne.  1  A  Montreal  |  chez  Fleury  Mesplet  &  Charles  Berger,  1  Impri- 
meurs &  Libraires,  1777. 

Size  12  mo.,  pp.  205.     Copy:   Library  of  Parliament,  Ottawa. 
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1778. 

16.  Almanach  |  Curieux  ]  et  Int^ressant;  1  Contenant  la  liste  des 
prgtres  &  |  Religieux  Desservants  les  Eglises  de  Canada;  la  connaissance 
des  I  monnales  courantes,  des  Folds  &  |  Mesures,  &  Anecdotes,  Fables,  | 
Curioslt^s  Naturelles,  &  mille  sept  cent  solxante  dix-hult  ]  A  Montreal ;]  chez 
Fleury  Mesplet  et  Char-  |  les  Berger,  Imprim,  Lib.  1  1778. 

Size  3  X  iVz,  pp.  60.  Copies:  University  Laval,  Quebec.  P.  Gagnon, 
Quebec. 

17.  L'Offlce  I  de  la  |  Semaine  Sainte,  |  Selon  le  Missel  [  &  Breviaire 
romain;  |  Avec  I'explication  des  sacrSs  Mystdres  represent^s  [  par  les  c6r6- 
monies  de  cet  office.  L'ordinaire  de  1  la  messe,  les  sept  psaumes  de  la 
Penitence,  les  |  litanies  des  Saints,  et  les  Pri^res  pour  la  Con-  |  fession 
&  communion,  tirees  de  I'Ecriture  Sainte.  |  Imprim^  sur  la  meilleure  edition 
de  Paris.  |  A  Montreal,  chez  Fleury  Mesplet  &  Charles  ]  Berger,  Imprimeurs 
&  Libraires,  M.DCC.LXXVIII. 

Size  31^   X  61^,  pp.  410.     Copy:    The  late  Judge  Baby. 
This  is  the  last  book  printed  under  the  partnership  of  Mesplet  &  Berger, 
which  continued  from  about  September  1775  to  September  1778. 

18.  Neuvaine  ]  a  I'honneur  |  de  St.  Frangois  |  Xavier,  |  de  la  Com- 
pagnie  1  de  J6sus,  |  Apotre  des  Indes  &  du  Japon  j  A  Montreal  1  chez  Fleury 
Mesplet,  Imprimeur  &  \  Libraire,  pr6s  le  March6,  1778. 

Size  31/4  X  5,  pp.  147.  Copies:  Judge  L.  W.  Sicotte;  The  late  Mr.  Justice 
Baby. 

19.  Journal  ]  du  |  Voyage  |  de  M.  Saint-Luc  |  de  la  Come,  Ecuyer. 
I  Dans  le  navire  I'Auguste,  en  I'an  1761  1  A  Montreal;  chez  Fleury  Mesplet; 
Imprimeur  et  Libraire,  M.DCC.LXXVIII. 

Size  41/2  X  6V2,  pp.  38  x  2—40.  Copies:  University  Laval,  Quebec;  P. 
Gagnon,  Quebec. 

Described  by  Dionne,  page  13,  No.  12. 

20.  Abr6g6  |  des  regies  |  de  la  |  Versification  |  franqaise.  |  Par  Mr. 
Restant,  Avocat  au  Parlement  &  ap-  1  prouv6  de  I'AcadSmie  des  Sciences  a, 
Paris.  I  A  Montreal;  chez  Fleury  Mesplet,  Imprimeur  &  I  Libraire, 
M.DCC.LXXVIII. 

Size  41^  X  61/^,  pp.  80.  Copies:  Late  Mr.  Justice  Baby;  University  Laval, 
Quebec. 

As  this  book  was  advertised  in  La  Gazette  Litt^raire  of  2nd  September, 
1788,  as  for  sale  "  chez  I'lmprimeur,"  we  have  the  exact  date  of  its  appear- 
ance and  may  conclude  that  its  publication  was  Mesplet's  own  venture. 

1778-1779. 

21.  Gazette  du  Commerce  |  et  Litt^raire,  |  Pour  la  Ville  &  District  de 
Montreal  |  Montreal,  chez  F.  Mesplet  &  C.  Berger,  Imprimeurs  &  Libraires. 

Afterwards  changed  to 

Gazette  LittSraire  |  pour  la  Ville  &  District  de  Montreal  [  Montreal, 
chez  Fleury  Mesplet,  Imprimeur  &  Libraire. 

Size  TVz  X  9,  pp.  about  220.  Copies:  McGill  University,  Montreal,  Uni- 
versity Laval,  Quebec. 
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The  first  number  appeared  on  the  3rd  of  June,  1778;  the  change  in  the 
tiile  and  imprint  was  made  on  the  2nd  September,  1778,  and  the  last  issue  on 
the  2nd  of  June,  1779. 

1779. 

22.  Almanach  |  curleux  |  et  intSressant;  contenant  I'ld^e  des  Etats, 
Royau-  |  mes  &  R^publiques  de  I'Europe  |  avec  les  Naissances  des  Princes 
&  I  Princesse;  la  liste  des  Pretres  &  Religieux  Desservants  les  Egli- |  ses 
de  Canada;  la  connaissance  des  |  monnaies  courantes,  &  la  distance  |  mar- 
quee d*une  Poste  k  une  autre,  |  depuis  Quebec  jusqu'a  Montreal  |  mille  sept 
cent  soixante  dix-neuf.  |  A  Montreal;  |  chez  F'leury  Mesplet,  Impri-  |  meur 
et  Libraire.   |  M.DCC.LXXIX. 

Size  3  X  4%,  pp.  62.     CopyrUniversite  Laval,  Quebec. 

1781. 

23.  A  I  primer  |  For  the  j  use  of  the  Mohawk  children  [  To  acquire 
the  spelling  and  Reading  |  of  their  own:  As  well  as  to  get  ac-  [  acquainted 
with  the  English  Tongue,  f  which  for  that  purpose  is  put  on  the  |  opposite 
page.  I 

Waerighwaghsame  Iksa  |  ongoenwa  Tsiwaondad-derigh-  |  honny  Kaghya- 
dogsera;  Nayondewe-  j  yestaghk  ayeneanaghno  don  ayeghyS,-  |  dow  Kani- 
yenkehJlga  Kaweanondagh-  j  kouh;  Dyorhoas-taga  oni  tisinihadwea-  | 
notea.  |  Montreal,  Printed  at  Fleury  Mesplet's,  1781. 

Size  24  mo.,  pp.  97.  Copies:  British  Museum,  London;  Wilberforce 
Eames,  New  York,  and  a  private  library  in  Brooklyn. 

This  is  described  by  Pilling,  pages  137-9,  where  he  gives  a  fac-simile 
of  the  title  page.  A  second  edition  was  printed  in  London  in  1786.  Printed 
at  Mesplet's  press  while  he  was  a  state  prisoner  at  Quebec,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  author,  Col.  Claiis. 

1782. 

24.  Pseautier   de    David,    avec    les    cantiques    k   I'usage    des    Ecoles,    k 

Montreal,  chez  Fleury  Mesplet,   1782. 

Size  24  mo.,  pp.  304.  Copy:  The  Hart  Sale,  Boston,  April  15-19,  1890. 
No.  1674. 

The  Catalogue  has  a  note  which  states  "  Contains  the  first  wood  cuts 
made  In  Montreal  (p.  299),  and  is  the  first  school  book  issued  in  Canada." 
Both  statements  are  doubtful. 

1783. 

25.  Copies  1  Authentiques  1  des  articles  pr^llminaires  I  de  la  paix,  1 
entre  |  S.  M.  Britannique,  |  S.  M.  Trds-Chr§tienne  |  et  |  les  Etats-Unis  de 
VAmerlque.  |  Sign§s  k  Versailles,  le  10  janvier  1783.  |  A  Montreal,  |  chez 
Fleury  Mesplet,  M.DCC.LXXXIII. 

Size  4%  X  6%,  pp.  25.     Copy:   Late  Justice  Baby.  ? 

26.  To  the  Honorable  the  president  and  members  of  Congress  of  the 
United  States  |  The  memorial  of  Fleury  Mesplet,  of  Montreal,  m  the 
Province  of  Quebec.   |  Montreal,  aoQt  1783. 

Size  9%  X  13 H,  pp.  l.  Copy:   Library  of  Congress,  Washington. 
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1784. 

27.  Almanach  |  curieux  |  et  int^ressant  |  pour  I'ann^e  ]  mil  sept  cent 
quatre-vingt-quatre.  |  A  Montreal;  |  chez  Fleury  Mesplet,  Impri-  |  meur 
&   Libraire   |   M.DCC.LXXXIV. 

Size  3x5,   pp.   58,   but  not  complete.     Copy:    University  Laval,  Quebec. 

Dionne,  page  14,  simply  mentions  an  almanac  of  1783,  but  without 
details,  the  existence  of  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  verify.  This  is  the 
last  year  of  issue  of  Mesplet's  almanacs,  he  afterwards  issued  the  large 
single  sheet  calendars. 

28.  L'Ecu  I  de  |  Six  Francs  |  A  Paris  |  &  r6imprim6  k  Montreal,  ]  chez 
Fleury  Mesplet,  Imprimeur   |   &   Libraire   |   1784. 

Size  16  mo.,  pp.  35.     Copies:    Lucien  Huot,  Beloeil;    P.  Gagnon,   Quebec. 


1782. 

24.  Pseautier  1  de  David,  |  avec  |  les  cantiques  |  k  I'usage  des  Ecoles.  | 
[vignette  of  type  ornaments]  ]  A  Montreal,  |  Chez  Fleury  Mesplet;  Imprimeur  | 
&  Libraire.  |  -  |  M.DCC.LXXXIL 

Size  4^x3Xin.     Title,    i    p.;   Text,   Prieres,  reverse   of  title,   pp.  ii-xvj; 

Pseautier,  pp.  i  -  304. 

Copy:    John  Carter  Brown  Library,  Providence,  R.  L,  from  the  Hart  bale, 

Boston,  1890  ;  in  the  original  calf  binding. 

On  p.  299  is   a  very  crude  oval  cut  of  a  woman's  head  and   crossed  arms, 

surrounded  by  a  halo,  measuring  i>^  x  ix\  inches. 


The  John  Carter  Brown  Library  also  contains  copies  of  numbers  i,  2,  5,  8, 
and  14. 

Insert  for  McLachlan,  F/^«rj/  Mes/M,   the  First  Printer  at  Montreal,  Royal  Society   of  Canada, 
Transactions,  1906,  p.  228. 


>-. —  .^  ^^^^....ijy.yK.i.1.  uc  Bc»  s^iiipLuines  ez.  la  metnode  |  d'en  faire  la  cure;  | 
A  I'usage  du  clergg,  «&  autres  messieurs  residents  ]  a,  la  campagne,  |  par  | 
Robert  Jones,  chirurgien.  |  Non  ignara  mail  miseris  succurrere  disco  |  verg. 
LIV-I  I  Mes  malheurs  m'ont  rendu  I'ami  des  malheureux.  |  A  Montreal  | 
Chez  Fleury  Mesplet,  Imprimeur-Libraire,   1787. 

Size  5  X  7%,  pp.  22  list.  Copies:  The  late  Mr.  Justice  Baby,  Montreal; 
Legislative  Library,  Quebec. 

Mentioned  by  Dionne,  page  14,  No.  20,  but  copy  lacks  title  page  and 
the  date  is  given  through  error  as  1786. 

32.  The  I  Manual  Exercise,  |  with  |  Explanations,  as  ordered  by  |  His 
Majesty.  |  The  second  edition.  |  Montreal,  Printed  by  Fleury  Mesplet. 
M.DCC.LXXXVII. 

Size  4%  X  6%.     Copy:   The  late  Mr.  Justice  Baby. 
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1789. 

32.  Le  I  Juge  9.  Paix  |  et  |  OfRcier  de  Paroisse  |  pour  la  Province  de 
Quebec.  I  Extralt  de  Richard  Burn,  Chancellier  j  du  DIoc§se  de  Carlisle, 
un  des  Juges  a.  Paix  |  de  Sa  Majesty,  pour  les  Comt^s  de  Westmorland  |  & 
Cumberland.  |  Traduit  par  Jos.  F.  Perrault  \  A  Montreal;  |  chez  Fleury 
Mesplet.  Imprimeur,  rue  Notre-Dame,  |  pr6s  les  R.R.  P.P.  R§collets.  [ 
M.DCC.LXXXIX. 

Size  5x8,  pp.  561  x  15  =  576.  Copies:  Judge  L.  W.  Sicotte  and  eight 
or  nine  others. 

This  book  was  Issued  in  monthly  parts  of  32  pages  each  under  the  title 
of  "  Traduction  de  Burn's  Justice."  It  was  advertised  in  the  Montreal 
Gazette  of  February,  1789,  the  first  number  as  was  announced  appearing 
In  March  and  the  second  on  the  8th  of  April.  The  subscription  was  one 
shilling  per  part,  which  would  bring  the  cost  of  the  whole  volume  up  to  $4.50, 
That  is  If  it  was  divided  In  eighteen  parts  of  32  pages  each.  A  list  of 
subscribers  i^  given  In  the  Gazette  which  numbered  over  237,  of  which  167 
were  from  Montreal,  60  from  Quebec,  and  ten  from  Three  Rivers.  In  the 
library  of  the  late  Judge  Baby  are  several  unbound  parts.  Described  by 
Gagnon,  page  367,  No.  2678,  and  by  Dionne,  page  14,  No.  23. 

1790. 

34.  M6moire  |  abr4g6  |  ou  exposition  justificative  du  cas  de  Jean- 
Baptlste  I  Lebrun,  de  la  paroisse  de  St.  Sulpice,  dans  district  de  Montreal  ] 
On  the  last  page  is  the  imprint.  A  Montreal;  |  chez  Fleury  Mesplet,  Imprimeur, 
1790. 

Described  by  Dionne,  page  15,  No.  30.  The  copy  in  the  library  of  Laval 
University  Is  dated  in  manuscript,  1791. 

1791. 

35.  La  Bastille  ]  Septentrionale,  |  ou  [  Les  trois  Sujets  I  Britanniques 
cpprlm^s  1  Quod  nequeo  monstrare  et  Sentro  tantum  [  Prix  40  sous  1  Se 
vend  I  ■  A  Montreal,  |  chez  Fleury  Mesplet,  Imprimeur,  [  A  Quebec,  [  chez 
Mr.  Bouthllller,  au  |  Bureau  de  la  Poste,  1  aux  Trois  Rivieres,  chez  Mr. 
Melllsh;  a,  Varennes,  chez  Mr.  Alexis  Lahaye;  a  Berthier,  chez  Mr.  L 
Labadle;    &  k  TAssomption,  chez  Mr.  Faubant,  Notaire. 

Size  5  X  8^^,  pp.  32.  Copies:  University  Laval,  Quebec;  Legislative 
Library,  Quebec,  and  one  or  two  others. 

36.  M^molre  |  en  cassation  |  du  testament  !  de  M.  Simon  Sanguinet, 
Ecuyer,  Seigneur  de  1  la  Salle  &c.,  Pr$ced6  du  testament.  1  Montreal,  10 
Janvier  1791,  |  chez  Fleury  Mesplet  |  Imprimeur  et  Libraire,  rue  Notre- 
Dame  44. 

Size  7x9,  pp.  19.  Copies:  Cyrille  Tessier,  Quebec;  Legislative 
Library,  Quebec. 

Described  by  Dionne,  page  15,  No.  3.  A  Factum  prepared  by  J.  F. 
Perrault. 

1793. 

37.  By  His  Majesty's  command  |  Auditor  General's  Office  |  June  1st, 
1792.    I    Rules   and   regulations    \    for   the    1    formations,    field-Exercise    |    and 


[m'lachlan]     FLEURY  MESPLET,  FIRST  PRINTER  AT  MONTREAL        231 

movements  |  of  His  Majesty's  forces  |  Montreal  |  Printed  by  Fleury  Mesplet 
Notre  Dame   [  street.   No.   46,   1793. 

Size  iVz  X  714,  pp.  XX  X  100  x  54 — 174.     Copy:  The  late  Mr.  Justice  Baby. 

NO  DATE. 

38.  M^moire  |  en  r§ponse  ^  I'^crit  publi^  |  Mr.  Panet  fond6  de 
procuration  de  Watson  |  &  Rasleigh  de  Londres,  Demandeurs,  |  centre  Pierre 
Ducalvet,  de  Montreal,  Ecuyer,  D6fendeur  |  Stupete  Gentes  |  A  Montreal, 
Chez  Fleury  Mesplet,  Imprimeur  &  Libraire. 

Size  6x9,  pp.  16.     Copy:   Cyrille  Tessier,  Quebec. 

39.  Engagement   forms  "  pour  le   pays   d'En'haut. 
Quarto,  pp.  2.     Court  House,  Montreal. 
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I 


List  of  Books,  pamphlets,  etc.,  printed  by  Mesplet  including  those  mentioned 
in  the  inventories  arranged  according  to  subjects. 


Beligious. 

1  R^dement  de  la  Confr^rie   1st  edition 

2  "  "  '•  2nd       "      

3  Cantiques  de  Marseilles 

4  St.  Antoine  de  Padoue 

5  Cat^chisme  pour  Enfant. .  •  •  •  • 

6  Neuvaine  de  St.  FranQois  Xavier 

7  L'Office  de  la  Semaine  Sainte 

8  La  Jeunesse  Chr^tienne 

9  Psautiers  (mentioned  in  Bulletin  de  R.H.vol.  II,  p.  108 

10  Formulaires  de  pri^res 

11  L'Ami  des  enfants 

12  La  Devotion  de  la  Ste,  Famille 

13  La  Devotion  aux  Saints  Anges 

14  L'ange  Gardien 

15  Ragles  de  Paroisse 

16  Petites  Heures 

17  Cath^chisme  de  la  Valini^re 

18  Histoire  Chantante  de  la  Valini^re 

19  Cat^chisme  de  la  Confirmation 

20  Messe  de  Ste.  Famille 

21  Sermon  Fun^bre,  B.  Frobisher 

In  Iroquois. 

22  Iroquois  Primer  (pritires  sauvages  1777 

23  A  Primer  for  the  Mohawk  Children  1781 

In  Latin.  * 

24  Officium  in  honorem 

25  Alphabet  Latin 

26  Nouvelle  M^thode  pour  Latin 

27  Lettres  de  Ciceron  en  Latin 

28  Phedre  en  Latin 

School  Books. 

29  Alphabet  francais 

30  A.B.C.  "  

31  English  Spelling  books 

32  Livres  d'6cole  Anglais 

Literary. 

33  Inoculation  du  bon  sens  1775 

34  Les  Cants  Anecdotes  1775 — Hildeburn  vol.  II ,  p.  221 . 

35  Jonataset  David,  1776 

36  Dialogues  Curieux  et  interessants 

37  Anecdotes  Anglaises  et  f rancaises 

38  Abr^g^  de  la  Versification  fran9aise 

39  Ecu  dfe  six  Francs 

40  Sentences 

41  Brochures 


2 

20 

5 

1 
1 
3 

1 


Ohm 

o 

CO   >i 


350 
740 
100 
500 
170 
950 

324 

130 
300 

100 
300 
200 


100 


500 


47 


100 


o  P 

en 


1  paquet 


8 

1  paquet 

65 

2  paquets 

31 

217 

72 


4  paquets 

25 

16 

18 

3  paquets 


16 


1  paquet 

8 

31 

10 


65 

rames 
3  paquets 
1  lot 


12 
21 
70 
35 

il  paquet 
12  lots 
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.|8 

No.  of  Copies 
in   First   In- 
ventory. 

No.  of  Copies 
in  Second  In- 
ventory. 

Legal  and  Political. 

42  Lettre  aux  Habitants     de  Quebec  1774 

2 
1 
2 
1 
1 

10 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
3 

1 

2 

2 
5  vols. 

2 
2 

1 
2 

1 

1 

large 
number 

I           sill               1         1      1                      1 

43        "         «       "      opprim^       "          1775 

44        "         "       "      du  Canada  "          1776 

AF%     Memorial  to  Members  of  Consrress    1783        

46  Articles  de  la  Paix 

47  Le  Juge  ^  Paix 

155 

48    M^moire  de  M^zi^re Dames  Religeuses  de  Trois 

Rivieres.     Advertised  in  Gazette  of  1779 

4Q     Rf^Donsp  h.  oar  F   L   Dueme                  do 

3  paquets 

50     M^rnoire  sur  le  testament  Sanfiruiiiet 

51              «          de  Panet                        

52              "          de  J  B   Lebrun..          

53     La  Constitution  Droit  de  I'homme 

23 

Military. 

54     R^glement  Militaire,  1775 

55    Manual  Exercise          .           

56     La  Bastille  Septentrionale       

145 

57     Rules  and  Regulations  for  Field  Exercise 

12 

58     Discipline  Militaire 

1  paquet 

Medical. 

59    Maladie  Contagieuses'^de  la  Baie  St.  Paul 

Newspapers. 

60     La  Gazette  Litt^raire 

61  La  Gazette  de  Montreal,  8  Vols 

Historical. 

62  La  Louisiane  Ensanglant^e 

10  vols. 

63     Journal  du  Voyage  de  Lacorne  St.  Luc 

Almanacs  and  Calendars. 

64    Almanach  Encyclop^dique  1777 

65             "          Curieux  et  interessant  1778     

66             "                             "                 1779 

67  "                             "                1783— Mentioned 

by  Dionne 

68  "                             "                 1784 

69    Calendriers  1789 — Advertised  in  Gazette 

70             "          1794 

12 

71             "          perpetuel , 

1  paquet 

Miscellaneous. 

72   (Regies  pour  change  de  Monnaie 

73     Easy  rules  for  exchange  of  currency 

300   doz 

74     Guide  de  la  Banque  Anglaise 

1  paquet 
1  paquet 
1  paquet 

75  Tableau  des  Rues  et  Faubourgs  de  Montreal ....... 

76  Lettres  Circulaires 

77     Engagement  pour  Voyage  d'enhaut 

1  paquet 

Sec.  II.,  1906.    16 
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C  No.  1. 

FROM   THE    HALDIMAND  COLLECTION. 

Canadian  Archives,  Series  B,  Vol.  185,  Pt.  I,  p.  66. 

M'  Mesplet  Maitre  Imprimerie  a  Quebec. 

Philadelphia  29  Mars  1775 
Monsieur  , 

J'ai  appris  yer  de  madame  votre  epouse  quel  avez  Regu  de  vos 
nouvelles,  et  bien  fach6  que  vous  aier  §t6  malade  dans  votre  route  et  que 
vous  av6e  eut  beaucoup  de  peine  et  d'inquiettude;  Je  vous  Repons  que 
vous  en  avez  laiss§  a  M  votre  Epouse,  ainsi  qu'a  moi,  d'e  n'avoire  point 
disous  votre  soci6t§  avec  votre  assotiee  avant  votre  depart  ou  d'arranger 
autrement  vos  affairs  attendU  qu'il  a  voulu  faire  saisir  toutes  vos  efCets 
que  vous  avez  chez  vous,  J'ai  6t6  obligS  de  les  faire  enl6ve  et  de  les  cach^es 
en  different  endroits,  ainsi  que  vos  caracteres  qui  etoit  chez  monsieur  Miller 
par  le  consentement  de  madame  votre  epouse.  Le  tout  est  en  votre  dispo- 
sition ainsi  qu'a  la  Sienne.  De  plus  madame  Votre  epouse  m'a  dit  que  vous 
lui  marques  de  voir  M""  Miller  ainsi  que  moi  et  de  nous  pries  d'avoir  quelque 
consideration  pour  vous  Je  suis  surpris  de  cela  de  votre  part  a  mon  egard, 
Je  ne  crois  point  ne  vous  avoir  des  obligee  en  aucune  chose  ou  vous  n'avez 
pas  fait  reflexion  sur  ce  que  vous  ale  dit  a  votre  depart  de  Philadelphia 
Vous  n'avez  aucune  precaution  a  prendre  au  Sujet  de  ce  que  vous  dev§e  a 
Mr  Miller  attendu  que  j'ai  pay6e  et  retiree  tous  vos  characteres  de  chez 
lui  et  vous  n'avez  appressent  a  faire  qu'^  moi  sur  pleusieurs  articles; 
premierement  52  pounds  et  4  Shillings  plus  le  Lendemain  de  votre  depart 
£  3  0  0  comme  Je  I'avait  promise.  Le  11  Mars  payee  pour  une  quartier  de 
votre  maison  a  Mr  Benezst  £10  10  0  monsieur  Miller  £66  0  0  pay6e  le  23 
du  m§me  mois    Total  £131  14  0 

Le  tout  ne  depent  que  de  vous  d'arrangSe  vos  affaires  le  plus  aven- 
tageuse  qu'il  vous  sera  possible.  Le  tems  le  plus  cour  sera  le  millieur  pour 
vous  et  marques  moi  comme  vous  aurez  fait  et  au  cas  que  vous  ne  pouviez 
pas  trouvez  personne  pour  vous  avensee  et  que  Ton  voudra  vous  mettre 
dans  le  cas  de  travailler  pour  eux  Engage  vous  pour  venir  a  Philadelphia 
Je  fer4  honneur  a  vos  engagements  ou  faite  moi  le  savoire  pour  vous  envoier 
votre  imprimerie  qu'el  ne  tiens  a  rien  ainsi  que  Madame.  Je  vous  envoie 
le  reconnaissance  des  effets  que  j'ai  en  main  savoir  9  caisse  ou  ballots 
marqu6s  F.  M.  Renfermente  votre  imprimerie  et  j'ai  laiss4  le  No:  13  et  17. 
dans  la  chambre  de  M^e  Retiree  de  chez  M""  Miller  imprimeur  item  2  paniers 
un  grand  et  un  petit  contenant  des  caracteres  marqu§s  F.  M.  No:  1.  et  17. 
4  caisses  a  ditto  marques  de  m§me  No:  3.  4.  6.  8  cela  vous  sert  a  recon- 
naissance Je  viens  de  recevoir  une  lettre  de  mon  correspondant  de  St. 
Dominque  et  me  marque  que  des  bonnes  nouvelles  et  que  toutes  mes  envoies 
sont  Rendu  au  mole  de  St.  Micholas  en  tres  bons  port  et  il  me  prie  de  lui 
faire  Savoire  la  reponse  des  Messieurs  du  Canada  au  Sujet  de  la  lettre  du 
Congr4s  (que  vous  avez  imprime)  touchant  les  affaires  de  la  Nouvelle 
Angleterre;  comme  Je  Sals  que  vous  etes  dans  le  cas  de  voir  tout  ce  qui 
est  de  mieux  en  Canada  et  que  vous  verez  ce  qu'il  vous  diront  a  ce  Sujet 
Vous  av6e  I'esprist  monsieur  assez  penetrant  pour  conservoir  ce  qu'ils  veulent 
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dire  ou  ce  qu'll  pence  Je  vous  saur^  obllgr^e  Monsieur  de  me  donnes  une 
copy  sur  une  feuille  vollante  sans  sJgrn6  Seulement  que  le  date  et  le  plutot 
qu'il  vous  sera  possible.  Je  n'al  aucune  bonne  nouvelle  a  vous  apprendre 
Sinon  que  madame  votre  epouse  est  en  bonne  sant§  ainsl  que  celul  qui  a 
le  plaisire  de  vous^  Soleter  toutes  bonnes  reiislte  dans  tout  ce  que  vous 
pouvez  entreprendre  et  Soler  persuad^e  que  je  saur6  toujour  monsieur  Votre 
tres  humble  et  tres  obeissant  Serviteur 

BERGE 

Mon  addresse  est  chez  Peter  Parir,  Race  Street  in  the  corner  of  second 
St.  Philadelphia 


Endorsed,  Letter  to  Mesplet  from   Philadelphia  of   29*i>    March    1775.  which 
clearly  Shows  his  first  errand  into  the  province. 

Monsieur 

Monsieur  Mesplet  imprimeur  Present  a  Quebec  En  Canada 


No.  2. 

Montreal,  le  24  fevrier  1778. 
Monsieur, 

Comme  vous  n'ignor^e  pas  les  viersitudes  de  la  vie  puisque  vous  les 
av§e  eprouv^es  en  differents  tems  par  les  coups  que  vos  ennemis  ont 
voulus  vous  porter  vous  vous  en  etes  preserves  Jusqu'a  ce  jour  et  Je  Souhaite 
que  vous  les  paries  de  nouveau  car  les  ennimis  cherchent  tant  par  eux 
meme  que  par  leur  influence  aupr^s  des  grands  de  vous  faire  tout  le  tort 
possible,  ils  exercent  les  faux  temoignages  I'irrel^gion  et  I'imhumanit^.  L'on 
vous  previent  de  vous  tenir  sur  des  sages  gardes  dans  un  tems  d'orage  ou 
la  jalousie  et  la  calomnie  de  vos  adversaires  est  inexprimable.  J'ay  6t6  a 
m^me  d'entendre  le  fiel  et  le  venin  qu'ils  ont  centre  vous  ils  vous  dechirent 
et  voudrait  vous  aneantir  s'ils  le  pourait.  Sur  les  soupgons  que  Ton  dit  que 
vous  etes  de  I'opinion  de  colonies  unies;  Voila  le  crime  dont  vous  etes 
accus4;  fondes  sur  la  tranquility  que  vous  av6e  gardSes  dans  ces  trlstes 
affaires,  L'on  a  fait  tout  ce  que  Ton  a  pu  aupres  de  General  Charlton  pour 
vous  faire  de  la  peine,  mais  son  esprit  tranquile  et  humain  a  fait  qu'il  n'a 
rien  fait.  Cependant  commQ  le  tems  n'est  point  encore  calme  et  que 
I'oragan  du  Sud  peut  se  faire  sentir  L'on  vous  previent  afin  que  le  moindre 
qu'il  parait  que  vous  soyez  pret  a  recevoir  la  garde  que  Ton 

se  propose  de  vous  donner  non  de  jour  main  de  nuit  pour  aller  plus  de 
Surety  a  quebec.  Cici  pour  avis  vous  n'6tes  pas  le  Seul  mais  il  y  en  a 
bien  d'autres  des  quels  on  se  propose  de  jouir  en  tems  et  sans  vous  con- 
naitre  Ceux  qui  vous  donnent  cet  avis  ainsi  que  le  nom  des  Commissaires 
Marchands  et  autres  qui  sont  les  plus  a  charnis  centre  vous  dans  ces  affaires; 
Je   suis   bien   Sincerement 

Monsieur 

Votre  tres  humble  etc 

pacis  Amicus  tranquillit — atisque  neque  vexationis  et  insectationis. 
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A  Son  Excellence,  Guy  Carleton  Chevalier  du  trfes  honorable  Ordre  du  Bain 
Capitaine  General  et  Gouverneur  en  Chef  de  la  Province  de  Quebec 
etc  etc.  etc.  1^ 

Monsieur 

Encoura«6  par  la  plus  saine  partie  des  citoyens  de  cette  ville  dans  le 
projet  d'establissement  d'un  papier  public  Je  prends  la  liberty  de  demander 
a  Votre  Excellence  son  approbation  persuad6  qu'elle  voudra  bien  ne  pas 
refuser  a  ce  qui  pent  etre  a,  I'avantage  public  et  particulier.  Restraint  aux 
dlfferents  avis  que  les  negocians  et  autres  voudront  y  Inserer  aux  affaires 
du  commerce  et  a  la  litt^rature,  J'aurai  soin  d'ecarter  tout  ce  qui  pourrait 
porter  le  moindre  ombrage  au  gouvernement  et  a  la  religion.  II  n'y  sera 
meme  fait  aucune  mention  des  affaires  presente. 

Votre  Excellence  m'accordant  ce  Previlige  honorera  le  public  d'un 
nouveau  bienfait  et  ajoutera  s'il  est  possible  a  la  sincere  gratitude  et  au 
profond  respect  avec  lequel  Je  suis  Monseigneur  de  Votre  Excellence  Votre 

Tr^s  humble  et  obeissant  Serviteur 

FLEURY  MESPLET 

Imprimeur 

Endorsed  From  Fleury  the  imprimeur  at  Montreal  requesting  permission 
to  publish  a  paper  weekly. 

Memorial  of  Mesplet  the  Printer  requesting  permission  to  publish  a 
news  paper 


No.  4. 

AUX  CITOYENS  DE  LA  VILLE  ET  DISTRICT  DE   MONTREAL 

Messieurs, 

L'etabllssement  d'un  papier  P^riodique  m'a  paru,  ainsi  qu'S,  plusieurs,  un 
projet  qui,  m^rite  votre  attention  &  tons  6gards.  Par  ce  moyen,  on  facilitera 
le  commerce,  on  multiplira  les  correspondances,  on  excitera  ou  on  entre- 
tlendra  une  emulation  toujours  avantageuse.  Le  Citoyen  communiquera 
plus  promptement  et  plus  eclairement  ses  id4es;  De  la.  le  progr^s  des  Arts 
en  g6n§ral  et  un  achemlnement  k  I'union  entre  les  individus.  II  r^sulte 
plusieurs  autres  avantages  pour  la  soci6t6  lesquels  vous  sentez  mieux  que 
Je  ne  les  pourrais  exprimer,  et  dont  I'^numeration  seroit  hors  de  place.  Les 
avantages  ne  sont  pas  moindres  eu  6gard  aux  int§rgts  particuliers;  ,  La 
facility  d'avertir  en  tout  temps  le  public  des  ventes  de  Marchandises,  Meubles 
ou  blen-fonds,  de  retrouver  des  effets  qu'on  croit  perdus,  et  ratraper  les 
negres  fuyards;  d'annoncer  le  besoin  qu'on  peut  avoir  d'un  commis  ou  d'un 
domestique  et  plusieurs  autres  que  la  commodity  qu'offre  ce  projet  deve- 
loppera.  Je  me  propose  de  remplir  la  feuille  des  avertissements  publics 
des  affaires  qui  pourront  interesser  le  commerce  a  quoi  on  ajoutera  quelques 
morceaux  varies  de  LittSrature.  J'ose  me  flatter  que,  si  comme  J'espere 
vous  encouragerez  ce  foible  commencement  Vous  Verrez  messieurs,  avec 
plalsir,  et  dans  peu  non  seulement  une  Collection  d'Avis  et  annonces,  mais 
encore  un  recueil  amusant  et  Instructif.  Je  ferai  mon  possible  pour  pro- 
curer des  pieces  nouvelles,  et  Je  ne  doute  pas  que  ce  ne  reveille  le  gSnie 
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de  plusleurs,  qui,  ou  sont  rest^s  olslfs  ou  n'ont  pas  communlquA  leum  pro- 
ductions n'ayant  pu  le  falre  sans  le  secours  de  la  presM 

J'insererai  dans  le  susdlt  Papier  ou  Gazette  tout  ce  qu'll  pUlcm  k  un 
ou  plusleurs  me  communlquer  pourvu  qu'll  ne  soit  fait  mention  de  1* 
Religion  du  Gouverment  ou  de  nouvelles  touchant  lea  affaires  prasentMi; 
a,  moins  que  Je  ne  fu5  autorlsfi  du  Gouvernement  mon  Intention  etant  de  OM 
restralndre  dans  ce  qui  regarde  les  Avertlssements,  afTalres  de  oommeree, 
et  de  Litterature.  Suppose  que  le  tltre  de  Bureau  d'Avls  ou  GAsette  de 
commerce  et  litteraire  que  Je  me  propose  de  donner  a  ce  papier  PerlodlQue 
solt  trouv6  par  quelqu'un  ne  pas  convenlr  Je  recevral  le  consell  que  Ton 
me  donnera  a  ce  sujet.  De  merae  s'U  y  avalt  quelque  objection  a  falre  lur 
les  conditions  suivantes  on  pourra  les  proposer. 

CONDITIONS. 

La  Souscrlptlon  sera  de  deux  piastres  et  demle,  d'Espaarne.  par 
L'annSe.  Les  souscrlptions  ne  payeront  qu'une  piastre  d'EsiMLsne  par 
chaque  advertlssement  pour  trols  semalnes  de  suites. 

Ceux  qui  n'auront  pas  souscrlt  payeront  une  demle  piastre  de  plua  par 
chaque  avertissement.  II  sera  libre  a  chaqu'un  qui  n'aura  pas  souscrlt  de 
se  procurer  ledit  papier  en  payment  dix  copres  au  detail  Ledlt  Papier  sera 
imprim6  sur  le  format  In  quarto  et  paraltra  tous  les  Mercredls  a  com- 
mencer  le 

Les  personnes  qui  voudront  souscrlre  sont  prices  d'envoyer  leur  nom 
et  leur  addresse;  J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre  avec  un  desir  sincere  de  contrlbuer 
autant  qu'll  est  en  mon  pouvolr  a  I'avantage  et  a  la  satisfaction  Publlque. 
Monsieur, 

Votre  tres  humble  et  tres  obelssant  servlteur 

FLEURY  MESPLET 

Imprlmeur 


i 


No.  5. 

VoL  80,  pace  1. 

Quebec  2Su>  June  177a 

Sir, 

I  herewith  enclose  the  orders  of  the  24^^  Inst.  His  KxceUeney  is 
desirous  to  know  whether  the  Printer  concerning  whom,  you  was  wrot«  to 
some  posts  ago,  has  received  the  order  you  was  directed  to  communicate  to 
him  for  his  quitting  for  the  province  His  name  I  did  not  then  menUon  the 
General  not  recollecting  It.    His  name  Is  Mesplot. 

General  Haldimand  was  at  Bic  In  the  Montreal  frigate  on  Sunday  last, 
and  Is  hourly  expected. 

I  have  the  honor  &c* 
BRIR  GENL  POWELL 
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No.  6. 

Vol.  80,  page  2. 

Quebec,  29ti»  June  1778. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  25*^  Instant,  addressed    to  Sir,  Guy  Carleton,  was   by   his 
directions  placed  before  me, 

the  man  employed  by  M"^  Mesplat,  is  no  doubt  con- 
cerned or  acquainted  with  the  tenor  of  his  masters  conduct,  the  same  ord«r 
is  to  extend  to  him,  and  it  is  expected  they  both  leave  the  province  on  or 
before  the  fifteenth  day  of  September  next 

•  I  am  Sir  &ca 

B.  G.  POWELL 


S.        FREDK  HALDIMAND 


No.  7. 

A  Son  Excellence  Guy  Carleton  Chevalier  de  tres  honorable  ordre  du  Bain 
Capitalne  General  et  Gouverneur  en  chef  de  la  Province  de  Quebec 
General  et  Commandant  en  chef  des  forces  de  Sa  Majesty  dans  laditte 
Province  et  Frontieres  d'icelle  etc. 

Nous     Soussi&n§s,    Citoyens    de     Montreal    representons    humblement   a 

Votre  Excellence  la  mortification  que  nous  cause  le  depart  de  sieur  Fleury 

Mesplet  Imprimeur   de    Cette   Ville  I'ordre   a   lui   donn§   verbalement    par   le 

General  P  *  *  *  de  Vuider  la  Province  Sous  trois  mois  nous  a  Surpris;    la 

conduite    qu'il    a   tenu    depuis    son    arriv§    en  ce  pays    la    regularite  de    ses 

moeurs  parassait    nous  assurer  de  le    conserver  plus  long    temps  et  devoir 

le  mettre  a  I'abri  d'une  telle  disgrace.     S'il   est  des  raisons   d'Etat  qui   ne 

soient   parvenues   a  notre   connaissance    nous    ne   disons   riens;    mais    il   est 

notre  Concitoyen,   Continuellement  sous  nos  yeux  nous  sommes  temoins  de 

toutes  ses  demarches  etnous  ne  scaurions  lui  faire  aucun  reproche  son  zele 

pour  procurer   de    I'instruction   et   de    I'amusement    en   donnant    un   papier 

periodique    nous  marque    un  bon  patriote    La  loi  qu'il    s'est  impost    de  ne 

traiter    de     matieres     qui    ne     regardent    ni     I'Etat     ni    la   .  religion    nous 

prouve  sa  delicatesse  nous  n'y  voyons  que  des  Instructions  pour  le  jeunes 

gens  et  du  plaisir  pour  tous.    Nous  supplions  Votre  Excellence  d'avoir  egard 

a  notre  tres  humble  representation  et  d'etre  persuade  que  si  Fleury  Mesplet 

eut  a  notre  connaissance  donn6  lieu  a  cette  traitement  nous  regretterions  k 

la  verity  un  homme  aussi  utile  mais  n'envisageant  pas  I'utilit^  et  agrement 

que  peut  nous  procurer  la  presse  nous  nous  trairions.     Que  n'aurions-nous 

pas  a  reprocher,  Si  un  de  nos  Citoyens  souffrait  une  exportation  onerous 

faute  par  nous  de  ne  par  rendre  hommage  a  la  Verity — Longueuil,  P.  Valid 

Dumaz,  Lacroix  Neveu  Sevestre,   St.  Ours,  D.  Carignan,  Meziere,  St  George 

Duprd,    I.    G.    Plllet,    foucher,    Perinault,     Jn.    Delisle,    Lambert    St    Omer 

Lemolne,  Jn.   Berret,   Londireaux,   Jn.    Vienne    Fs.   Le    Guay    Bomer    Lafon- 

talne  C.  Latour  Bonnefois,  Larthigue. 

Endorsed     The   memorial   of  Sundry  French   gentlemen     of  Montreal  in 
favour  of  F.  Mesplet  the  printer. 

AuRst  177 


I 

I 
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No.  8. 

Montreal  the  24t'»  August  1778. 

Whereas  an  order  has  been  given  to  F  Mesplet  Printer,  lately  settled 
In  Montreal,  and  all  such  persons  as  were  with  him  concerned  forbidding 
him  and  them  to  Exercise  the  trade  of  Printing,  and  directing  that  he  and 
they  should,  before  the  15*^  day  of  September  next  Ensuing  Quit  the 
Province,  But  several  respectable  persons  of  the  said  place  having  since 
appeared  to  the  character  of  the  said  F.  Mesplet  and  he  become  responsible 
for  his  good  conduct  in  future,  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  is 
therefore  induced  to  suspend  for  the  present,  the  above  said  order,  and 
hereby  permits  the  said  F.  Mesplet  to  carry  on  his  business  of  Printing, 
or  any  other  lawfull  occupation,  on  condition  that  he  &  his  associates  take 
the  oaths  of  Allegiance  before  His  Majesty's  Honorable  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  this  place  within  two  days  from  the  date  hereof,  a 
Certificate  whereof  He  must  produce  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Troops  in  the  District.  And  that  he  submit  without  fail  or  reserve  whatever 
he  shall  print  or  cause  to  be  printed  during  the  present  Rebellion  of  the 
Neighbouring  Colonies,  to  the  inspection  of  such  person  as  by  His  Excellency 
shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  that  he  on  no  account  pretend  to 
print  any  thing  which  shall  not  first  be  so  inspected,  nor  anything  which 
such  inspection  shall  signify  his  disapprobation  of  upon  pain  of  having  the 
aforesaid  order  for  him  the  said  F.  Musplet  Printer,  to  quit  the  Province 
put  immediately  in  force,  which  order  is  to  be  by  him  considered  as  not 
revoked,  only  suspended,  but  nevertheless  as  long  as  he  shall  demean  him- 
self Soberly  and  as  a  good  Subject  of  His  Majesty  to  b'3  of  no  effect  what- 
soever. This  order  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  Brigr  Powell,  or  ofllcer  Com- 
manding for  the  time  being  in  Montreal. 

By  His  Excellency's  Command 

(Signed)  E.  F. 


Mr.  Cramah6 
Sir, 


No.  9. 

Sorei  the  28th  September  1778. 


Your  letters  of  the  21^*  and  24^^  are  received 


I  have  observed  several  improper  things  published  in  our  Gazette, 
particularly  in  the  last,  an  account  of  Associations  in  Ireland,  which  I  think 
at  these  times  ought  not  to  be  published.  I  must  beg  therefore  that  some 
step  be  taken  to  prevent  it  in  future,  as  Mr  Grordon  is  gone  to  England 
somebody   should   be   appointed   in   his   room   to   inspect   the   Paoer 


I  am  Sir,  &c.,  &c. 

(Signed)  F.  H. 
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No.  10. 
^  Canadian  Archives,  Series  B,  Vol.  95,  p.  53. 

CRAMAHE  TO  HALDIMAND. 
I  received  your  Letter  28*1'  Sepf^ 


1"*  Oct^  1778. 


Our  Printer  has  some  Penchant  to  the  popular  cause,  and  when  he  gets 
a  cup  too  much,  which  Is  not  seldom,  his  zeal  increases.  I  have  cautioned 
him  two  or  three  times  since  your  Departure,  and  shall,  until  you  can  find 
a  proper  Person  to  inspect  his  Press,  desire  him  to  lay  before  me  whatever 
he  intends  to  publish. 

It  was  too  late  to  Insert  any  extracts  of  the  Rebel  newspaper  &  written 
accounts  lately  transmitted,  in  this  Day's  Gazette,  they  will  do  for  next  week. 
besides  the  contents  of  the  paper,  there  are  strong  Reports  of  the  Disagree- 
ment between  the  new  Allies  about  this  Town  &  particulars  related,  tho' 
there  is  no  tracing  whence  they  origrinate. 


No.  11. 
Canadian  Archives,  Series  B,  Vol.  185,  Pt.  I,  p.  79. 


Monsieur. 


Montreal,  4  Jan^  1779. 


Je  me  vols  oblige  de  vous  importuner  des  persecutions  que  j'essuie  de 
diflferentes  personnes  au  sujet  de  mon  papiers  periodique,  telles  persecutions 
que  J'ai  pris  pour  me  mettre  a  I'abri  je  n'ai  pas  r^ussi. 

Le  pere  Well,  Jesuite,  sous  le  nom  de  I'anonyme,  a  donn§  pleusieurs 
productions  que  j'ai  mis  par  complaissance  dans  la  feuill«,  j'ai  recu  tant  de 
reproche  que  j'ai  §t€  oblige  de  refuser  de  nouvelles  je  vous  envoie  copie 
d'une,  dont  j'ai  crd  k  propos  de  ne  pas  exposer  au  public  a  tons  Sgards. 
M'  Montf^otfier  parait  prendre  partie  pour  le  p6re  Well  et  en  consequence 
m'a  fait  des  reproches  tres  vifs  et  m'a  menace  d'ecrire  a  son  excellence  pour 
m'en  d^fendre  la  continuation;  qu'il  est  disgracieux  pour  moi  d' avoir  tant 
d'ennemis  sans  sujet.  Mon  papier  est  Sous  vos  yeux  je  n'ai  rien  touche 
qui  regarde  le  gouvernement  et  je  peux  dire  avec  verity  que  ces  messieurs 
seula  cherchent  a  me  nuire;  J'espere  monsieur  qu'il  vous  plaira  prevenir 
son  excellence  et  que  vous  voudrez  bien  opposer  k  leur  petit  tyrannie  les 
sentiments  nobles  et  equitables  qu'il  vous  a  plu  me  temoigner.  j'ai  I'honneur 
d'etre  avec  respect  Monsieur,  Votre  tres  humble  et  tres  obeissant  Serviteur 

FLEURY  MESPLET 


No.  12. 

Cople  d'une  production  du  Pere  Well,  Jesuite,  sign$e  I'anonyme  qui  m'a 
6U  presents  pour  la  premiere  fois  en  presence  de  M'   de  St.  Luc  La  Corne. 
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En  parlant  du  Jeu  des  echecs 

CHANSON. 

1 

Sur  le  Jeu  que  J'al  dans  les  mains, 
Le  sort  n'6tend  pas  ses  caprices; 
Ce  sort  qui,  parmi,  les  humalna, 
Couronne  si  souvent  les  vices. 
Comblen  d'hommes  aux  premiers  ranffs 
Que  le  seul  hasard  a  fait  grands. 

2 

Les  Rols  ont  des  fous  pour  Soldats, 
qui  les  servent  dans  chaque  arm^e; 
Messieurs  ne  vous  en  plalgmez  pas, 
Puisque  dans  plus  d'une  assembl6e, 
Les  hommes  seralent  blen  heureux. 
de  n'en  pouvoir  compter  que  deux. 

3 
Les  fous  sont  places  pr$s  du  Rol, 
un  tel  rol  peut-il  6tre  Sage? 
Des  courtisants  quand  Je  les  vol, 
je  reconnais  ici  I'lmage. 
jamais  s'il  s'agit  d'un  bon  choix, 
De  deux  Sots  n'ecoutez  pas  la  voix. 

4 
Le  chevalier  change  Souvent 

De  couleur  et  de  contenence: 
Dans  son  bizarre  changement, 
reconnaissons  notre  inconstance: 
A  tous  moments,  sans  le  scavoir, 
Nous  passons  tous  du  blanc  au  noir. 

5 
Le  Roi  fait  un  pas  chaque  fols, 
jamais  il  n'en  fait  d'avantage. 
pour  notre  bonheure  tous  les  Rols 
devraient  suivre  un  parell  usage, 
quand  on  gouverne  les  Etats, 
on  doit  s'avancer  pas  a.  pas, 

6 
Vous   avez   pris   un   de   mes   plons, 
Et  moi  je   vals   prendre   un   des  vOtres. 
Tous  ce  qu'aux  autres  nous  falsons, 
Nous    r!evons   I'attendre   des   autres: 
Quand  piece  k  quelqu'un  Ton  fera, 
Pi6ce  pour  pi6ce  11  nous  Jouera. 

7 
Je  ne  seals  pour  quelle  raison 
Le  Roi   n'est   pas    avec  la   Relne, 
Tandis   qu'il   garde   la   malson 

Madame  court  la  pretentaine 

Echec  et  mat! H  dolt  souffrlr; 

Pourquoi   laisser   Sexe   courrlr? 
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Endorsed     M'   Mesplct  the  Printer  Jan  i^^  1779. 

No.  13. 
Canadian  Archives,  Series   B,  Vol.  66,  Pt.  1,  p.  102. 
Cople 

Monsieur,  Quebec  15e  fevrier  1779. 

J*a4  recu  dans  son  temps  I'honneur  de  v6tre  Lettre  du  2e  Janvier,  & 
je  VOU8  dols  Monsieur  bien  des  excuses  pour  avoir  tard$  aussi  longrtemps 
&  y  Repondre,  mais  outre  des  occupations  pressentes,  I'affaire  en  question 
m^ritoit  d'etre  bien  r^flechis. 

Dans  le  princlpe  Je  m'etois  proposer  d'arreter  tout  k  fait  immMiatement 
la  Prise  du  Sleur  Miplet  dont  I'abord  dans  cette  Province,  m^ritoit  plutSt 
chatiment  qu'un  accueil  favorable,  mais  vous  savez  Monsr  les  sollicitations 
qu'on  me  fit  a,  Montreal  pour  m'enga.geT  k  lui  permettre  d'y  rester. 

Pour  I'empecher  de  tomber  davantage  dans  un  travers  ou  il  paroit  fort 
Incliner,  &  jusques  a,  ce  que  je  puisse  prendre  d'autre  Mesures;  je  lui  ay 
fait  d^fendre  tr&s  express6ment  d'attaquer  la  Religion  ou  le  Clerg§;  de  ne 
rlen  inserer  dans  sa  feuille  qui  put  choquer  les  bonnes  moeurs,  ou.  fomenter 
la  discorde  parmis  les  Peuples  qui  par  toutes  sortes  de  raisons  devroient 
soutenir  les  Interets  d'un  Gouvernement  qui  les  a  Prote&6  &  sous  les 
auspices  duquel  la  Province  s'est  amelior^e  beaucoup  audela  de  ce  quelle 
avoit  Jamais  fait  auparavant. 

Comme  Je  connois  votre  Z61e  &  I'attachement  que  vous  avez  pour  ce 
mCme  Gouvernement;  &  que  j'ai  une  parfaite  confience  en  votre  Prudence 
&  Discretion.  Je  vous  prie  Monsr  de  veiller  de  pr$s  aux  publications  de  cet 
Imprlmeur  et  de  mavertir  au  plutot  s'il  lui  arrive  encore  de's'ecarter  de  la 
Conduitte  qui  lui  a  4t6  prescritte  de  ma  part. 

Monseigneur  TEv^que  Je  suis  persuade  vous  aura  fait  part  des  demarches 
que  J'ai  faittes  a  I'Egard  du  P^re  Wells,  &  les  avis  que  J'ai  donn§  aux 
R^v^rends  Peres  Jesuittes.  J'espere  que  ces  Messieurs  ne  donneront  plus 
prise  sur  Eux  &  que  J'aurai  a,  L'avenir  tout  lieu  d'etre  content  de  Leur 
Conduitte. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre  avec  la  plus  parfaite  Estime 

Monsieur,  Votre  &c. 

(Signfi)  F.  H. 

A  Mons:   de  Mont  Golfier 

Endorsed  Copy  Letter  from  His  Excellency  Genl  Haldimand  to  M.  de 
Mont  Golfier  Superior  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice  at  Montreal  dated 
Quebec  the  IS^h  February  1779. 


No.  14. 
Monsieur: — 

Par  la  lettre  que  J'ai  regue  de  M.  Cramahg  ^e  la  part  de  Ve  Excellence 
et  que  dans  son  temps  J'ai  communique  k  M.  Southouse,  mon  Collogue, 
nous  avons  non  seulement  §t§  patient  comme  nous  en  estions  requis  de 
la  part  de  Ve  Excellence,  mais  nous  avons  6t§  sourds  k  bien  des  dits  cours 
de  la  part  de  L'imprlmeur  de  Jottard  qui  tendoient  k  nous  Insulter. 
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Nous  croyons  Monsieur  que  cet  Imprtmeur  et  Jottard  at  !•  Stovr  da 
Calvet  mettent  le  comble  a  la  mesure  et  «e  crolent  en  droit  d«  nous  Inault^r 
et  de  braver  le  Gouvernement,  sous  la  Protection  duquel  noil*  avons  rhoneor 
d'exerter,  et  d'exerter  de  notre  mleux. 

Comme  officlers  de  ce  Gouvernement  noua  crolona  faJre  ca  qui  Mt  «i 
notre  pouvoir  pour  rendre  la  Justice  au  sujets  du  Roy,  et  qu'll  appartlant 
au  Gouvernement  seul  de  s'enquertr  de  notre  Condulte  ^t  juge  si  lea  raprocbaa 
et  reflexions  proposes  contre  nous  sont  Justea  ou  calomnleuaei.  Votre  Exoal- 
lence  jugera  par  la  Gatte  ci-incluse  la  condulte  des  autheurs  qui  y  sont 
souscrits  est  tollerab^e  ou  si  elle  merite  d'etre  reprlm^e. 

Ve  Excellence  le  crolroit  a  peine  que  Jottard  et  Mesplet  ont  eu  I'audaoa 
de  se  presenter  aujourd'hui  a,  la  chambre  d'audlence  dans  la  vUe  sans  douta 
de  prouver  a  la  populace  qu'ils  n'avoient  rien  &  cralndre,  et  que  I'on  pouvoit 
sans  danger  insulter  les  magistrats;  ou  &  desseln  de  nous  provoquer  k  lenr 
dire  quelque  chose  qui  peut  marquer  de  la  passion  afln  de  s'en  prevalolr. 

Notre  fagon  de  penser  tout  a  fait  opposer  &  aucune  mesure  vlolenta 
nous  a  fait  ne  prendre  aucune  attention  a,  leur  presence,  nous  esperons  qua 
Ve  Excellence  se  determinera  a  prendre  un  parti  k  I'Egard  des  desportements 
de  ces  homes  insolents. 


Je  signe  cette  lettre  pour  M.  Southouse  et  moy,  Ac  &c 

H.    ROUVILLE 
Endorsed     From  Judge  Rouville,  of  27t»»  May  1779. 


Monsieur 
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Quebec  !•«  June  1779. 


J'ai  regu  votre  lettre  du  27  mai  avec  la  Gazette  dont  vous  faltes  men- 
tion J'avais  eu  des  Raisons  pour  temporiser  et  ne  pas  aller  trop  vlte  avec 
Besogne  avec  des  Gens  dont  les  dispositions  sont  trop  long  tems  connuea 
pour  douter  un  seul  moment  qu'ils  n'ayent  le  desseln  ferme  de  dlffamer 
tous  le  offlciers  du  Roi  et  de  jetter  toute  la  colonie  dans  une  confusion 
toujours  a  souhaiter  pour  des  gens  qui  ne  sgavent  ou  donner  la  t*te. 

Je  vous  prie  d'etre  assur6  vous  m^me  et  d'assurer  Monsieur  Southouaa 
qu'en  toutes  les  occasions  je  me  feral  un  veritable  devoir  et  plalstr  de  soutenlr 
les  offlciers  du  Roi  surtout  quand  lis  ]agissent  avec  la  moderation  qua  voua 
avez  montr4e  en  cette  occasion  et  qui  est  de  toutes  manl^res  louable  En 
recevant  ma  lettre  vous  apprendr^  1^  manlere  dont  Je  m'y  suls  prls  pour 
arretter  le  cours  des  insolences  des  sleurs  Jautard  et  Mesplet  Je  souhalte  da 
tout  mon  coeur  que  cet  example  ait  I'effet  sur  les  esprlts  qui.  on  en  dolt 
desirer  qu'il  conflrme  aux  ceux  qui  sont  blen  disposes,  ramene  les  chancelans 
et  donne  une  juste  terreur  aux  Mai  Intention^s,  Envers  un  gouvernement 
dont  le  plus  grand  defaut  a  peut  etre  et€  d'avolr  trop  de  douceur. 
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Quolque  que  cette  lettre  vous  solt  addressee  en  particulier  mon  inten- 
tion est  qu'elle  sert  aussi  a  votre  collegae  M"^  Sanhouse  a  qui  vous  aures 
la  bont6  de  la  communiquer 

J'al  rhonneur. 

Endorsed     To  M*^  Rouville  1"'  June  1779. 


^ 
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By    His    Excellency    Frederick 

Whereas  I  have  received  sundry  information  of  the  traiterous  practices 
of  Valentine  Jautard  formerly  attorney  and  of  Francis  Mesplet,  Printer 
at  Montreal,  This  is  to  authorize  and  impower  you  to  seize  and  secure  the 
said  Jautard  and  Mesplet  for  the  said  traiterous  practices  to  confine  them 
seperately,  you  are  not  to  suffer  them  during  their  confinement  on  shore  or 
on  board  to  converse  together  or  with  any  other  Persons  and  will  send 
them  down  here  by  first  favorable  opportunity  to  the  custody  of  the 
Military  provost  at  this  place.  You  are  likewise  directed  to  seize  and  secure 
at  the  same  time  all  papers  in  the  possession  of  the  said  Jautard  and 
Mesplet,  and  in  the  presence  of  any  two  commissioners  of  Peace  not  being 
any  of  those  they  are  at  variance  with,  or  any  two  honest  Members  of 
Society  you  can  conveniently  assemble  for  that  purpose,  you  are  to  seal 
up  their  papers  seperately,  commit  them  to  the  care  of  some  trusty  person, 
and  cause  them  to  be  conveyed  down  here  by  the  first  favorable  opportunity 
under  the  custody  likewise  of  some  one  you  can  trust.  You  will  cause 
the  printing  Presse,  Types,  and  every  article  thereunto  belonging  to  be 
valued  by  honest  and  impartial  people  an  inventory  to  be  made  thereon,  and 
deposited  in  a  safe  place  until  disposed  of  as  may  hereafter  be  directed 
You  will  let  Jautard  and  Mesplet  have  their  Clothes,  apparel  and  money 
and  commit  the  care  of  their  furniture  to  such  Persons  as  they  may  chose 
to  Appoint. 

And  for  the  execution  of  all  that  is  herein  directed  this  will  be  to  you 
and  all  concerned  a  sufficient  warrant  and  authority 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Quebec,  this  l^*  June  1779. 

To  Major  John  Nairn  Commanding  at  Montreal 
Endorsed     Warrant    for    arresting    Valentine    Jautard    and    Fleury    Mesplet 
l"*  June  1779. 


Sir 
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Quebec,  June  1«*  1779. 


You  will  herewith  receive  a  warrrant  under  my  hand  and  seal  for 
apprehending  and  securing  Jautard  and  Mesplet  whose  behaviour  hais  long 
been  obnoxious  to  Gouvernement  and  who  of  late  seem  to  bid  defiance 
to  all  law  and  Justice,  it  is  a  disagreable  piece  of  business  but  at  this  time 
Indispensably  necessary. 
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After  the  receipt  of  my  letter  and  warrant  You  will  kmp  Um 
secret  till  you  have  taken  the  proper  measures  for  •xscatiac 
with  precision;  you  are  to  take  care  they  do  not  esoaps  jroo,  and 
to  make  sure  of  all  their  papers,  at  the  same  time  ji 
are  treated  with  humanity  be  furnished  with  good 
such  conveniences  as  can  be  procured  them.  While  In 
or  on  board  you  will  direct  that  the  prisoners  are  not  permitted  to  eom* 
municate  together  or  with  persons  from  without  and  that  they  be  Dot 
allowed  the  use  of  pen  Ink  or  paper.  If  any  of  the  Treasury  Brigs  are 
still  at  Montreal  you  will  order  one  of  them  to  carry  down  Um  prtoooars 
or  send  them  by  the  first  vessels  that  sail  from  there  talcing  ears  th&f  art 
kept  seperately  and  to  be  guarded  by  such  as  you  can  entirely  i****fHt  la. 

When  the  Prisoners  have  been  secured  you  will  deliver  tlM  aoelotad  to 
Mr  Rouvllle;    I  need  not  recommend  to  you,  whose  good  sense  aa^ 
tion  to  the  King's  service  I  have  the  most  perfe<H  confldenoe  In,  to 
the  effects  this  measure  has  upon  the  King's  subjects  of  every 
and  their  movements  in  general  in  times  so  critical  and  daagerova  aa 
present  are 

I  am  &c. 

Endorsed  To  Major  Nairn  lf>t  June  1779. 
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Quebec,  l*t  June  ITTf. 
To  Major  Nairn: 

Sir, 

In  case  you  not  yet  sent  away  the  two  Dlllnquents  you  win 
orders  by  an  express  dispatched  this  day  to  arrest  them:  you  art  to  pot 
them  on  hoard  the  Provincial  armed  schooner  Mercury  that  sails  this  day 
for  the  purpose  the  commanding  officer  thereof  has  Directions  to  obey  ymi 
should  they  come  away  before  she  reaches  Montreal  you  will  detain  bar 
as  short  a  time  as  possible  and  order  the  officer  to  return  to  this  port. 
Endorsed     To  Major  Nairn  Ist  June  1779. 
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You  are  hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  proceed  without  loat  o« 
with  the  Provincial  schooner  Mercury  "^^^^  ^^'^^^"^^^^tJJ^,  ^ 
should  you  find  when  you  arrive  at  the  Foot  of  t^  ^^  tl^  ^J^ 
Montreal  that  the  Wind  is  contrary  you  are  to  cast  '^^^'"'^  ^^^^^^ 
by  land  to  Montreal  to  deliver  my  despatches  to  the  ^^J^T™ 
there,  whose  orders  you  are  to  obey  ^'^^^^  ^^'^^''^l^'^J^^^  " 
exact  journal  of  all  occurrences  in  your  Pas^ige  up  as  weU  a.  down. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Quebec  Irt  June  17.9.  

Endorsed    To  Wm  Halcro  Esqre  Commd  His  Majesty's  Provl  Armed  SdMMltr 

To'rir-of  the  provincial  Armed  schooner  Mercury  Junt  i-  ttm 
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NAIRNE  TO  HALDIMAND. 

Sir:—  'Montreal,  6th  June,  1779. 

I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  Your  Excellency's  letter  and  orders  in 
regard  to  Jautard  and  Mesplet,  which  I  put  in  execution  on  friday  morning. 
They  made  no  resistance  but  submitted  quietly  and  this  morning  I  sent  them 
on  board  a  Vessel  for  Sorrell,  in  charge  of  Lieut  Mackinnon  and  a  Guard  of 
a  Corporal  and  four  men.  There  is  no  Vessel  here  that  goes  directly  to 
Quebec,  but  I  hope  there  may  be  one  at  Sorell,  and  have  given  Mr  Mackenzie 
Instructions  conform  to  those  I  had  from  Your  Excellency. 

I  have  ordered  the  printing  Types  to  be  put  up  and  so  soon  as  that 
can  be  done  properly  shall  make  an  Inventory  and  deposit  them  in  a  safe 
place  till  Your  Excellency's  further  pleasure  is  known,  for  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  find  any  person  who  can  value  them  except  Mesplet  himself, 
and  it  Is  very  difficult  to  assort  them  properly. 

I  don't  find  that  the  Prisoners  have  many  Friends  here,  nor  that  the 
steps  taken  in  regard  to  them  have  given  any  great  Alarm.  I  shall  however 
be  attentive  to  what  passes  and  will  not  fail  to  report  to  Your  Excellency 
everything  I  think  worthy  of  your  notice. 

All  the  papers  belonging  to  the  prisoners  are  put  up  in  two  separate 
bundles  and  sent  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Mackinnon. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant. 

His  Excellency  General  Haldimand. 

JOHN  NAIRNE 

Major 

Endorsed — A.    1779.     From   Major    Nairn   at   Montreal    of   6th   June    Reed    9th. 
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Extract  letter  of  Haldimand   to   Germain, 

Quebec,  7th  June  1779. 

The  Turbulent  &  seditious  Behaviour  of  a  Cabal  at  Montreal,  has  also 
laid  me  under  the  necessity  of  confining  Two  Frenchmen  there,  who  names 
Mesplet  &  Jaubard,  the  former  a  Printer  sent  here  by  Congress  in  1774,  to 
Publish  and  Disperse  their  letters,  the  latter  has  been  an  attorney  &  is 
an  unprincipled  Adventurer.  So  soon  as  their  Papers  have  been  examined 
Your  Lordship  shall  have  a  circumstantial  Account  of  their  affairs,  &  if 
this  does  not  in  some  measure  check  the  Licentious  Spirit  that  was  begin- 
ning to  rise,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  make  more  examples,  I  heartily  lament 
that  those  who  misbehaved  in  1775  and  1776  were  not  severely  punished,  it 
was  easy  then,  but  now  difficult,  nevertheless  my  Endeavours  shall  not  be 
wanting  to  promote  the  King's  interests,  serve  the  Public  and  secure  the 
±*rovince.  Objects  which  engross  all  my  attention  and  which  always  have 
been  and  ever  shall  be  the  sole  aim  of  all  my  actions. 
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A  Son  Excellence,  le  tres  honnorable  Gouvr  G^'n^ral  de  Quebec  et  Depen- 

dances  etc  etc  etc. 

Monsieur, 

Supplie,  tres  humblement,  Marie  Mirabeau  epouBe  de  Fleury  Mesplet, 
Imprimeur  de  Montreal,  Detenu  en  Prisons  de  cette  vllle.  8'II  est  dli«rm- 
tieux  pour  moy  d'6tr6  obligee  d'lmportuner  Son  Excellence  H  6«t  enoore 
bien  plus  douloureux  d'avoir  un  Juste  motif  de  le  falre  Le  tiiate  4UU  on 
me  reduit  la  detention  de  mon  marl  ne  me  permet  de  me  talre  plus  jonc 
tems,  la  perspective  est  trop  effrayante  pour  ne  pas  m'epouvanter  hum 
secours  ni  fortune  pour  alnsi  dire  6trang6re  dans  ce  pays  J«  n'avaUi  de  res- 
source  que  dans  son  Industrie  Devlent  inutile  par  sa  detention.  Je  connoto 
la  quantity  et  la  quality  de  ses  ennimis  mais  Je  serai  assex  discrette  pour 
les  taire;  leur  efforts  reit6r6s  ont  produit  le  funeste  effet  qu'lls  en  atten- 
daient    II  a  succomb6  sous  le  poids  de  I'envie  et  de  la  Jalousie 

S'il  etoit  coupable  j'irais  aux  pieds  de  Votre  Excellence  implorer  «t 
bont§  et  demander  des  graces,  mais  certaine  de  son  Innocence  Je  detnaade 
un  act  de  justice;  que  ces  papiers  soient  inspect^s,  qu'Il  soit  mtme  fait 
une  reguli^re  de  sa  conduitte  et  de  ses  moeurs.  Je  ne  doute  pas  que  sous 
peu  de  Jours  le  jugement  qui  Inteviendra  luy  sera  favorable  et  que  Je 
possederay  un  segond  moy  m§me  qui  m'est  encore  plus  char  parce  qu'll 
est  mon  epoux  et  que  mon  bien  etre  depend  de  lul.  Je  me  flatte  que  Son 
Excellence  fera  droit  a  ma  humble  Representation  et  que  son  equity  s'op- 
posera  a  ce  que  sous  ses  yeux  on  immole  (pour  ainsl  dire)  la  fortune  de 
quelques  particuliers  a  la  jalousie  et  I'ambition  de  quelqu'autres:  Je  con- 
tinueray  (car  je  ne  peux  rien  ajouter)  aux  voux  sinceres  que  Je  fais  pour  la 
prosperity  de  Son  Excellence  , 

Petition  of  Madame  Mesplet,  15th  July  1779.  Her  Husband  bein^  a  State 
prisoner,  praying  for  examination 
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A  Son  Excellence,  Frederick  Haldimand,  Gouverneur  en  chef  de  la  Pro- 
vince de  Quebec  etc,  letc.  etc. 

'Fleury  Mesplet,  prisonnier  a  I'honneur  de  representer  a  Votre  Excellency 
Qu'il  a  §te  arr6t6  par  ses  ordres  le  4  juin  1779,  et  que  depuis  ce  tems  II  a 
6t6  reserve  si  strictement  pendant  les  premiers  mois  de  sa  detention  qu'll 
ne  luy  fut  pas  possible  de  faire  parvenir  ses  plalntes  a  Votre  Excellence: 
L'hiver  s'ecoula  dans  une  triste  position  mais  il  luy  restait  encore  la  con- 
solation de  croire  que  l'arriv6e  des  batiments  mettrait  fin  a  aa  peine.  On 
lui  repaissait  I'imagination  de  cet  espoir  qui  calmait  un  peu  aon  ohasrin 
encore  lui  restait-il  alors  quelque  petit  moyen  de  subsister. 

Toutes  ses  esperances  sont  6vanoui6s.  les  batiments  sont  arriT«s.  see 
Moyens  6puis6s,  sa  sant6  alter^e  son  epouse  seule  dans  un  pays  qui  lot 
est  inconnu  sans  parens  sans  amis  sans  bien  et  sur  le  point  d'etre  redulte 
dans  I'etat  le  plus  critique;  ces  tristes  considerations  on  affaibW  la  resolu- 
tion que    son  innocence  lui    inspirait  11  a  recours  a  I'autorttft    et  a  I'eqult* 
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de  Votre  Excellence  Quol!  se  refusalt-elle  a  rendre  a  un  innocent  per- 
secute la  liberty  qui  lui  a  ete  ravie  par  la  malice  de  ses  ennemis,  S.  un 
citoyen  la  faculty  de  subsister  par  son  travail  et  de  preserver  une  epouse 
cherie  tant  par  devoir  que  par  inclination  de  la  misere  a  laquelle  elle  est 
expose?  Non!  je  ne  I'ai  jamais  cru;  je  supplie  Votre  Excellence  avec 
toute  la  conflance  possible  de  lui  accorder  sa  liberty  sous  telles  conditions 
qu'll  lui  plaira  II  I'espere  de  votre  autorit^  et  de  votre  equitable  il  ne  cessera 
de  t&ire  ses  voeux  pour  la  prosperity  de  "Votre  Excellence 

FLEURY  MESPLET 

Des  prison  de  la  prev6t6  26  Septembre  1780. 

Requette  de  Mesplet  I'imprlmeur  pour  les  rebelles,  26  7bre  1780. 
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A  Son  Excellence  frederic   haldimand   Capt   General  des   Armies   de    Sa 
Majeste    en   Am^rique   Vice   Admiral    dicelle    &    Gouverneur    en    Chef   de   la 
Province  de  Quebec  et  des  Territolres  en  d^pendans  etc.  etc. 
Monsieur, 

Nous  soussigrn^s  detenus  dans  les  Prisons  militaires  de  cette  Ville  par 
I'ordre  de  Votre  Excellence  avons  I'honneur  de  repr^senter  que  notre  confine- 
ment a  6t§  strictement  clos  depuis  deux  ans  &  plus  ^  la  reserve  de  trois 
mols  environ  pendant  lequel  tems  la  liberty  de  la  cour  nous  fut  accord6e 
I'ete  dernier. 

Qu'une  aussi  dure  detention  contribue  beaucoup  a,  I'alteration  de  notre 
sante,  que  la  liberty  de  la  cour  pourroit  reparer  en  partie.  Pourquoi  nous 
esperons  de  rhumanit6  de  Votre  Excellence  qu'il  lui  plaira  nous  accorder 
cette  Libert^  dans  une  salson  aussi  favorable. 

Nous  avons  I'honneur  d'etre  avec  un  tres  profond  respect  De  Votre 
Excellence  Les  tres  humbles  &  tres  obeissans   Serviteurs 


Prevost  de  Quebec  le  30  Avril  1781. 


LA  TERRIERE 
FLEURY  MESPLET 


Endorsed — Requete   du    Sieur   fleury    Mesplet,    Imprimeur,    Prisonnier   d'Etat 
du  30  Avril  1781. 


Sir. 


No.  25. 
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Montreal 


,    27th    September    1781. 
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Since  the  Delivery  of  the  new  Mohawk  prayer  Book  the  Indians  in 
general  have,  on  Acct  of  its  beingr  corrected  griven  themselves  much  pain  to 
study  it  and  I  in  order  to  encourage  their  zeal  have  nominated  a  Clerk  to 
read  prayers  on  Sundays  and  a  Schoolmaster  to  teach  the  children  to  read 
and  write,  and  to  facilitate  the  latters  Teaching  have  composed  in  my 
Leisure  hours  a  primer  in  Mohawk  &  English  (the  first  they  e%'er  had) 
which  may  make  those  of  some  genius  acquainted  with  the  reading  of 
English  &  be  a  help  to  become  good  Interpreters.  They  are  very  fond 
of  the  little  Book  both  old  &  young  &  I  have  already  from  the  Mohawks 
at  Niagara  reed  Messages  to  send  some  there;  I  shall  send  Tour  Ehbeellency 
a  Specimen  of  it  by  the  first  opportunity;  I  had  not  long  ago  a  Letter  from 
Calv6  the  Interpreter  to  the  !Ftenards  from  Mlchllllmaklna,  he  has  no 
Intelligence  to  give,  but  requests  me  to  remind  Your  Ebccellency  of  what 
I  heard  Your  Excellency  tell  him  when  last  at  Quebec,  of  recommending  his 
son  to  the  Professor  of  the  French  Accademy  of  this  place  and  pay  for  his 
Schooling  as  he  intended  him  to  serve  as  an  Interpreter. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  Restf)ect  Sir  Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  &  most  oblidged  humble  servant 

DAN    CI^US 


No.  26. 
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A  Son  Excellence  frederic  haldimand,  Ecuyer  Gouvemeur.  Capltalne 
General  &  Commandant  en  chef  en  cette  province,  etc.  etc.  etc. 

Suplient  humblement 

Valentin  Jautard  et  fleuri  Mesplet  &  ont  I'honneur  de  representer  k 
Votre  Excellence  qu'ils  auraient  6t6  arret^s  par  ses  ordrea  Le  4  Juln  177f. 

Que  depuis  un  si  long  intervalle  lis  auraient  seulement  present*  k  Votre 
Excellence  Leur  tr^s  humble  petition  en  datte  du  26  7bne  1780  dans  laqueHe 
apres  avoir  d6taill§  le  triste  etat  ou  leur  fortune  et  leur  sant*  etalt  redulte 
par  une  si  longue  detention  Les  supliants  conclualent  &  ce  quMl  plut  k  Votre 
Excellence  accorder  leur  Elargissement  (cette  petition  fut  sans  succ*s). 

Qu'il  s'est  ecoul6  pr$s  de  deux  ans  sans  que  les  supliants  alent  fklt 
aucune  d-marche  certaine  de  leur  Innocence.  Us  ont  attendu  patlemment 
un  temps  oH  ils  pourraient  se  justiffler. 

Que  si  leur  situation  etait  triste  en  7bre  1780  comblen  deplorable  ne  dolt 
elle  pas  etre  aujourd'huy.  Leur  fortune,  pour  aJnsi  <;«-«.  »"^-^»;;  ^"^ 
temperament  ruin6    au  point  de  perdre    tout  espolr  de  le    r*tabllr  ne  leur 

Sec.  II.,  1906.    17 
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restant  de  consolation  que  la  certitude  de  leur  innocence,  par  consequent 
d'etre  sans  remords. 

Les  supliants  esperent  qu'il  plaira  a,  Votre  Excellence  prendre  ce  que 
dessus  en  sa  consideration  et  en  consequence  ordonner  que  leur  proems  soit 
inst^uit  Et  dans  le  cas  ou  Votre  Excellence  ne  jugerait  pas  apropos  d'or- 
donner  I'instruction  de  Leur  procSs  qu'il  luy  plaise  accorder  aux  dts  suplians 
soussIgm6s  Leur  elargrissement. 

Les    suplians    ne  cesseront    de    faire    des    Voeux    pour    la    prosp6rit6    de 

Votre  Excellence. 

V.   JAUTARD 

F.    L.    MESPLBT 
Prison  du  prevost  Le  7  aout  1782 

.   Endorsed — Memorial   1782   Mess.   Jautard  &   Mesplette,   Reed   7th  Augt. 


No.  27. 
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A  Son  Excellence  Le  Tr6s  Honorable  Gouverneur  G6n6ral  De  Quebec  & 
Depandances,  etc.  etc. 

Monseigneur. 

Marie  Mirg-beau,  Spouse  de  Fleury  Mesplet,  se  conflant  en  votre  bont€  «& 
humanity  envers  les  afflig6s  prend  la  liberty  d'importuner  Votre  Excellence 
pour  lui  repr^senter  sa  triste  situation.  Etrangere  dans  ce  pays  &  aprSs 
avoir  consomm§  tout  son  peu  de  bien  pour  son  propre  besoin  &  celui  de  Son 
Marit,  se  trouve  maintenant,  sans  ressource,  &  hors  d'6tat  de  satisfaire  aux 
emprunts  qu'elle  a  6t6  oblige  de  faire  Pour  se  soutenir.  C'est  pourquoi  mon 
General,  elle  se  flatte  que  Son  Excellence  voudra  bien  donner  I'elargissement 
a,  son  marit  qui  vous  en  aura  Monseigneur  une  eternelle  obligation,  &  pour 
seuret§  de  sa  Conduite  avenir  elle  se  flatte  de  trouver  &  fournir  deux  cau- 
tions agreables  au  gouvernement,  qui  r^pondront  de  sa  Conduite. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre  tr§s  Respectueusement,  Monseigneur,  Votre  tr6s 
humble  obeissante  Servante. 

MIRABEAU  MESPLET,  femme  Mesplet. 

Endorsed — Memorial  of  the  Wife  of  Mesplet,  the  Printer. 

D.  28. 

From  the  manuscript   division    of   the    Library   of   Congress.     Extracts  from 
Journals  of  Continental   Congress,  23   Feb.,  1776. 

To  Monsieur  Mesplet,  for  printing  the  military  rules,  and  French 
letters  to  Quebec  |  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  |  the  sum  of  £16  10=  44 
dollars. 

No.  29. 

26th  February,   1776. 

Resolved, 

Monsieur  Mesplet,  printer,  be  engaged  to  go  to  Canada,  and  there  set 
up  his  press  and  carry  on  the  printing  business,  and  the  Congress  engage 
to  defray  the  expense  of  transporting  him,  his  family  and  printing  utensils 
to  Canada,  and  will  moreover  pay  him  the  sum  of  200  dollars. 


Lm'lachlan]      FLEURY  MESPLET,  FIR8T  PRINTER  AT  MONTREAL     tSl 

No.  80. 
Note— "In   the  Warrant  book  la  a  record  of  a  paymMit  oT  IM  dolUra 

to   the   printer   Mesplet   for  removing   to  Cana<UL" 

[The  phrase  between  parallels  does  not  occur  In  th«  orlflnal  oMttiMeHpt 

journal.] 

27  May,  1785.  No.  31. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  to  whom  wm  r«ten^  a 
memorial  of  Fleury  Mesplet,  printer. 

Resolved  that  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-slz  doUara  and 
forty-five  ninetieths  of  a  dollar  be  paid  to  Mr.  Fleury  de  Maaplat  oo 
account  of  expenses  attending  the  transporUnif  hlraaelt  family  and  prlatloff 
utensils   from   Philadelphia  to   Montreal 

No.  32. 
Papers  of  Continental  Congress  No.  41,  Vol.  0,  p.  SOS. 
To    the    Honorable    the    President    and    Members    of    the    CongrM*    of    tba 
United  States. 

The  Memorial  of  Fleury  Mesplet  of  Montreal,  in  the  Province  of  Qoebea 
Shewet'n, 

That  your  Memorialist  was  a  citizen  of  Philadelphia;  and  In  tta«  year 
1776,  was  happily  established  in  his  business  of  a  printer  In  that  city:  Thai 
upon  the  conquest  of  a  part  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  by  the  Arms  of  tba 
United  States,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  establish  a  Pf9%  In  the  town 
of  Montreal;  that  your  Memorialist  on  account  of  'als  language  and  known 
attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  was  selected  by  Congress 
to  direct  such  a  Press,  and  did  at  the  request  of  Congress,  and  In  bopse 
of  the  support  and  recompense  of  that  body  relinquish  a  comfortable  sltna- 
tion  and  remove  his  Press  at  a. very  great  expense,  from  Philadelphia  to 
Montreal,  where  he  unceasingly  laboured  to  promote  the  interest  of  the 
States;  until  the  evacuation  of  the  province  by  taeir  army,  when  on 
account  of  the  impossibility  of  conveying  his  Press,  he  was  constrained  to 
remain  in  the  exercise  of  his  business,  until  he  was  apprehended  and  ooa<- 
fined  in  the  Military  Prisons  of  Quebec  as  a  State  Prisoner,  dnrlnf  tlie 
space  of  three  years  and  six  months,  in  which  time  he  constantly  wanted 
the  conveniences  frequently  the  necessaries  of  life:  Tjat  the  oeesatSoa  oC 
arms  has  restored  him  to  personal  liberty,  but  deprived  of  tbe  means  d 
enjoyment,  which  can  only  be  restored  to  him  by  the  Justice  and  Bounty 
of  Congress,  in  taking  into  consideration  the  circumstances  of  his 
and  ordering  such  relief  as  it  may  seem  to  merit* 

Montreal,   1st  AoGt  1783.  FLEURY 

Endorsed — Read    30    September,    1783. 
Referred   to    Mr.    Holton,    Mr.    Lee,    Mr.    Clarke.    Discharged    Not.    ITtt. 


I 


No.  33. 
Papers  of  Continental  Congress,  No.  41,  Vol.  6,  p.  90S. 

Ev§nements  pendant  le  voyage  du  Sieur  Fleury  Mesplet.  Imprlmenr. 
parti  de  Philadelphia  sous  les  ordres  exprfts  du  respectable  concris  po« 
aller,  en  quality  d'imprimeur,  en  Canada, 

J'ai  parti  de  Philadelphia,  le  16  Mars  1776.  mon  «pousc,  Mr.  Pochard. 

homme  de  lettre,  deux  ouvriers  et  un  domestique. 

^  This  is  a  printed  document  signed. 
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L»e  8  d'avril  J'ai  arrive  au  fort  George,  oil  j'ai  attendu  plusieurs  jours, 
rimprimerie  qui  §tait  partie  (par  les  ordres  du  Congr6s)  dans  les  voitures 
de  Philadelphia;  pour  transporter  la  dite  imprimerie  du  fort  George  k 
Montreal,  j'ai  6t§  oblig§  de  prendre  cinq  bateaux,  qui  ont  6t6  conduits  k 
mes  frais  jusqu'S,  Montreal;  il  faut  observer  les  grandes  difficult^s  qu'il 
y  a  a.  faire  le  chemin,  2l  cause  des  portages,  changements  de  voiture  aveo 
un  si  grand  train;    mais  c'6tait  aux  ordres  du  respectable  Congrfis. 

Le  22  d'avril  j'arrivai  a,  Chambly,  oil  il  y  a  un  Sault  k  peusser:  soit  par 
la  grande  difficult^,  ou  la  faute  du  pilote,  les  cinq  bateaux  remplirent  si 
grande  quantity  d'eau  qu'ils  manqu&rent  p6rir,  et  en  arrivant  a,  Montreal, 
je  trouvai  une  quantity  de  marchandise  gat^es,  comme  de  Tor  en  feuille, 
du  papier  dor§,  du  papier  indienn^,  papier  blanc,  et  une  quantite  de  livres, 
routes  les  'nardes  de  mon  Spouse,  et  une  partie   des  miennes. 

Une  fois  k  Montreal  il  fallut  former  mon  §tablissement,  je  louai  une 
maison  que  j'occupe  encore  aujourd'hui,  et  je  me  fiattais  par  les  apparences 
a,  y  faire  mes  affaires;  mais  malheureusement  les  troupes  du  Continent  furent 
obligees  de  replier;  aussitat  qu'elles  furent  hors  de  la  province,  je  devins 
criminel  aux  yeux  de  tous  ces  animaux  que  Ton  nomme  royalistes,  et  ne 
tardSrent  pas  a,  je  faire  connaitre,  car  huit  jours  apres  leur  invasion,  je  fus 
conduit  avec  mes  ouvriers  et  Mr.  Pochard,  en  prison,  oil  nous  avons  rest6 
un  mois,  et  Mrs.  les  Royalistes  venaient  de  temps  en  temps  nous  presenter 
des  cordes,  en  nous  traitant  comme  si  nous  eussions  6t6  des  sujets  les  plus 
n^cessaires  au  CongrSs,  et  par  consequent  les  plus  a,  craindre  a,  leurs  yeux; 
cela   nous  a  fait   honneur. 

Sorti  de  prison,  Mr.  Pochard  prit  le  parti  de  s'embarquer  pour  I'Eu- 
rope,  Mr.  Gray  et  Mr.  Herse,  mes  deux  ouvriers  resterent  avec  moi,  mais 
je  ne  pouvais  les  occuper  faute  de  papier;  n^anmoins  je  me  fiattais  encore, 
qu'une  fois  que  j'aurais  regu  le  papier  de  Londres,  que  j'avais  demande,  je 
r§parevois  cette  perte. 

L'ann^e  ensuite  je  regu  mon  papier,  et  avec  I'aide  de  m6s  ouvriers  et 
de  mon  intrigue,  je  me  fis  un  fond  honn§te. 

1778 — Le  4  de  juin  j'^tablis  un  papier  public,  qui  paraissait  aux  yeux  des 
honnetes  gens,  trds-utile  a,  la  ville  de  Montreal,  mais  la  canaille  qui  s'y 
trouvait  trop  souvent  d'6peinte  dans  chaque  6tat,  tram^rent  une  ligue  contre 
moi,  et  firent  agir  toute  la  puissance  du  Clergy  aupr§s  de  Mr.  Carleton, 
pour  me  faire  chasser  de  la  province;  ils  I'obtinrent  et  je  regus  les  ordres 
de  Mr.  Carleton,  le  5  de  juillet  de  la  meme  ann6e,  qui  m'ordonnait  de 
quitter  la  province  de  ce  jour  au  25  septembre  suivant,  comme  6tant 
soupQonn^  dangereux  au  Gouvernement. 

Mr.  Haldimand,  sur  la  fin  de  juillet,  vint  relever  Mr.  Carleton,  et  en 
consequence  d'une  requ§te  que  je  lui  prfisenta  il  me  laissa  tranquillement 
jouir  de  mon  6tat. 

Cette    m§me    canaille^    et    meme    protecteurs^    continuSrent    de    me    per- 

sfecuter,  et  sollicitdrent   si  fort   auprSs   de  Mr.   Haldimand   qu'ils   parvinrent 

&  me  faire   arr§ter,   le  4   de  juin   1779,    et  je  fus   conduit  dans   les   prisons 

militaires  de  Quebec,  oil  j'ai  reste  jusqu'au  ler  septembre  1782,  encore  suis- 

Je  sorti  fugitivement,   sans  quoi  j'y  serais   peut-etre  encore. 

FLEURY   MESPLET. 
Montreal,  le  ler  d'aotlt  1783. 

^     "Royaliste" 
»     "Le  Clerg6" 
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No.  34. 
Papers  of  the  Continental  Conorete,  p.  336-337. 
A  I'Honorable  President,  et  respectables  membre.  du  Con«r*«  6m  BtaU- 

Unis  de  rAm^rique.* 

Representation  du  Sr.  Fleury  Mesplet.  actuellement  &  Montrtel.  dims  la 
province  de  Quebec,  en  Canada. 

Le  repr^sentant  prend  la  liberty  de  rappeler  dans  U  memoir*  d«  VM 
Selgneuries.  qu'ayant  4t6  6tabll  a  Phlladelphle  en  Tann**  177«.  Ion  4«  la 
conquete  d'une  partle  de  la  province  de  Quebec,  par  les  amiM  dM  EtaU- 
Unis,  on  jugea  convenable  d'6tabllr  un  Imprlmeur  dans  la  vllle  de  Montr^Al. 
et  qu'en  faveur  de  sa  langue  et  de^son  attachement  reconnu  aux  lnt«r«U 
des  Etats-Unis,  il  fut  c'nolsl  par  le  respectable  Congr*«  pour  s'y  trftncporter 
avec  son  imprimerie;  et  que  I'ayant  condulte  &  la  requisition  du  Coocr^ 
tant  dans  Tesp^rance  d'un  encouragement  que  d'une  recompense  de  la  part 
de  ce  respectable  corps;  en  consideration  de  ces  esperances,  11.  a  lalaa*  im 
etnblissement  assez  favorable,  et  s'est  transports  avec  toute  son  ImprtaMrfa, 
a,  grans  frais,  de  Philadelphie  a,  Montreal,  oH  11  s'occupa  unlqaMMBt  ft 
favorlser  la  cause  des  Etats-UnIs,  jusqu'a  I'Svacuatlon  de  la  prortnea  par 
leur  armSe,  auquel  temps,  vu  I'impossibilite  de  transporter  son  ImpriflMrla. 
11  s'est  trouve  oblige  de  rester  dans  la  continuation  de  sa  profession.  Jaaqa*A 
ce  qu'il  fut  arrets  et  renferme  dans  la  prison  milltalre  de  Quebec,  comma 
prisonnier  d'Etat  durant  I'espace  de  trois  ann6es  et  demie;  pendant  lequel 
temps  il  s'est  vu  prive,  non  seulement  de  toute  commodlt*.  mats  mima 
souvent  des  nScessites  de  la  vie:  la  cessation  d'armes  lul  a  fait  i ecxwyrar  la 
liberte  de  sa  personne,  mats  lul  a  dte  les  moyens  d'en  Joulr.  qui  na  pautaot 
lui  etre  rendus  que  par  la  Justice,  I'Squite  et  la  GSneroelt*  du  reapectabia 
Congres,  en  prenant  en  consideration  sa  fatale  et  triste  sittiatlon.  et  en 
lui  accordant  telle  indemnisation  et  secours  que  leur  generosity  leur  Insplrera. 

Quand  je  suis  parti  de  Philadelphie  pour  Montreal,  je  poasMalsi  en  moo 
ame  et  conscience,  tant  en  livres  qu'en  papiers  du  CongrAs*  la  Talaor  da 
sept  cent  dollars.  Pour  accrediter  le  dit  papier  et  encounter  le  Canadian 
a,  le  prendre,  j'ai  vendu  la  plus  grande  partle  de  mes  livres,  et  vaknm  donn4 
de  I'argent,  dollar  pour  dollar,  pour  du  papier,  (dont  Je  peuz  foumlr  oartl- 
ficat)  me  llattant  toujours  que  le  papier  du  Congr^s,  feralt  anasi  bon  qna 
celui  des  Banques  de  Venise  et  Londres.  Aujourd*hul  Je  ne  poaaMa,  poor 
tout  blen,  que  cinq  mille  dollars  en  papiers  du  Congrfts,  et  Je  dots  anz 
environs  de  deux  mille  dollars,  que  je  ne  peux  payer  avec  ce  mftme  papier,  de 
sorte  que  je  me  trouve  dans  rimposslbilite  ft,  pouvoir  y  fair  honnenr. 

FLEURY   MBSPLBT. 

Montreal,  27  mars  1784. 
Endorsed — Referred   to   the    Committee    of   the    State.     Read   In 
July  26th,  1784,  and  ordered  to  lie. 


No.  35. 
Papers  of  Continental  Congress,  p.  341. 
Observations  of  Mr.  Fleury  Mesplet,  printer  to  the  Honorable  Consrcaa 
at  Montreal. 

In  answer  to  the  demands  made  to  him  by  the  Honorable  Members  of 
Congress    Holten,    Spraight,    and    Piatt    Esqrs.,    charged    of    the    Commlttea 

to  examine  his  petitions. 

^    Document   signed. 
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By  order  from  Congress  and  through  ttie  channel  of  the  Honorable 
Mr  Chase  at  my  domicile  in  Kiiladelphia  where  Speaking  to  me  in  person 
It  was  proposed  to  me  to  set  off  for  Montreal,  in  Canada,  in  quality  of 
printer  for  Congress,  with  all  my  utensils  necessary  for  my  press  at  the 
expense  of  Congress. 

I  accepted  of  the  offer  with  as  much  the  more  pleasure  as  it  was 
promised  to  me  that  I  would  receive  every  satisfaction  and  regard  that 
my  services  would  deserve.  I  only  observed  that  I  wanted  instantly  an 
Indemnification  for  the  quarter's  rent  of  my  house  for  which  I  'xiad  allowed 
to  me  one  hundred  dollars. 

The  expedition  then  took  place  ijnmediately  after  the  verification  of 
my  abilities  by  the  respectable  Congress  in  presence  of  the  Honorable  the 
President  Hankok,  Esq.;  the  Honorable  Doctor  Francklin  and  Mr.  Tompson, 
secretary. 

In  this  assurance  I  regulated  all  my  affairs  and  got  ready  with  all  my 
effects  to  set  out  for  Montreal.  In  consequence  of  which  I  had  instantly 
sent  to  me  five  waggons  to  carry  me  until  Lake  George  of  which  fne 
expenses  of  waggonnage  only  was  paid  by  Congress. 

I  then  had  with  me  of  necessity  a  lettered  man.  two  laborers,  my  wife 
and  one  servant  for  whicli  I  paid  besides  their  courent  wages  all  the  travel- 
ling expenses  until   Montreal. 

From  Lake  George  to  Montreal  I  had  all  my  effects  carried  by  boats 
at  my  own  expense.  At  my  arrival  at  Montreal  I  was  obliged  to  put  up  at 
a  tavern  with  all  my  equipage  until  I  got  a  house  suitable  to  fulfill  the 
intentions  of  the  respectable  Congress  (the  whole  of  this  at  my  own 
expense). 

It  was  in  the  month  of  May  1776,  that  I  established  my  press  at  Montreal 
for  the  service  of  Congress,  only  in  the  cours  of  the  [month]  of  June  the 
American  troops  being  obliged  to  evacuate  that  place  I  was  left  at  the 
mercy  of  the  British  Government, 

I  was  taken  up  myself  and  all  my  workmen  and  with  them  confined 
In  goal  for  the  space  of  twenty-six  days.  My  house,  my  papers  and  all 
my  effects  whatsoever  where  were  all  seized — and  it  was  only  after  many 
supplications  and  by  means  of  some  friends  of  my  nation  that  I  at  length 
obtained  my  liberty  and  t'nat  of  my  people. 

At  the  moment  of  my  releace  my  lettered  man  the  most  essential  person 
In  my  business  not  being  willing  to  support  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  time 
demanded  of  me  his  dismission  and  his  payment.  I  could  not  then  resist 
his  claim  and  was  obliged  moreover  to  allow  him  an  indemnification.  All 
my  hopes  then  where  [were]  that  I  flattered  myself  that  those  who  had 
engaged  me  at  their  service  would  furnish  me  wit'n  means  or  give  necessary 
orders  for  my  relief  from  the  tiranny  which  continually  was  exercised 
against  me.  I  nevertheless  always  conserved  the  courage  which  an  honest 
man  is  to  have  to  fulfill  his  engagements  especially  such/ as  those  I  have 
with  the  respectable   Congress. 

I  always  flattered  myself  that  the  American  arms  would  be  victorious 
In  t.iat  province  and  that  I  would  in  fln  enjoy  the  satisfaction  which  was 
promised  to  me  by  that  respectable  body. 

Inboldened  by  the  honor  I  had  to  be  engaged  by  such  an  august  body 
I  dared  everything  I  t^iought  could  be  to  their  interest  and  consequently 
created  to  myself  a  number  of  enemies  in  every  State  until  the  unfortunate 
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epoch  of  the  3rd  of  June  1779,  when  I  was  again  taken  and  conflned  In 
prison  at  Quebec  on  the  supposition  that  I  had  printed  and  rendered  public 
the  Manifesto  of  the  Count  d'Estaing  and  notwithstanding  my  Innocence  my 
friends  and  my  rig'nt,  I  suffered  a  detention  of  three  and  half  years  con- 
secutively during  which  I  suffered  such  miseries  as  humanity  forblde  to  dU. 

I  supported  my  pain  with  firmness  and  flattering  myself  with  the  hopes 
of  seeing  at  last  that  province  united  to  the  thirteen  States,  when  at  the 
return  of  the  peace  General  Haldimand,  my  oppressor,  gave  me  my  liberty 
which  was  then  in  some  degree  insupportable  to  me  by  the  ruin  of  my 
establishment,  but  w'nat  grieved  me  most  was  to  see  the  province  of  Canada 
remain  to  the  power  of  Great  Britain.  In  that  moment  overloaded  with 
debts,  necessitated  by  the  wants  of  my  wife  without  help,  and  moreover 
obliged  to  render  accounts  to  a  partner  (with  whom  I  have  settled  and  am 
indebted  to  him  according  to  agreement  sixteen  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
dollars)  I  decided  to  write  to  the  Honorable  Mr.  Enkok,  the  4th  August,  1781, 
and  likewise  to  Mr.  Tompson  to  request  of  these  gentlemen  to  take  my  sltua^ 
tion  into  consideration,  I  sent  them  a  petition  like  the  one  I  had  t*ie  honour 
to  present  since  my  arrival  here.  I  should  have  certainly  prefered  to  come 
myself  in  person  before  the  respectable  Congrss  had  my  faculties  permitted 
me  to  do  it. 

I  waited  with  great  impatience  for  an  answer  but  in  vain;  the  4th  of 
April,  1784,  I  take  the  liberty  to  write  a  second  letter  to  the  Honorable  Mr. 
Henkok  who  undoubtedly  could  not  give  me  any  answer. 

In  fin  I  wrote  another  letter  to  the  Honorable  Mr.  Meflenne  then 
President  of  Congress,  the  31st  of  March,  1784,  and  am  still  deprived  of  any 
answer  from   eifner  of  the  gentlemen. 

In  the  month  of  November  last  I  charged  a  friend  to  see  the  Honorable 
President  of  Congress  to  recall  to  his  Memory  the  request  I  made  to  him 
(being  still  deprived  myself  of  means  of  transporting  me  there  in  person)  he 
was  kind  enough  to  tell  him  that  he  knew  perfectly  well  all  my  affair  that 
he  had  received  my  petition  and  that  he  would  wlfn  pleasure  Interest  him- 
self to  see  me  righted.  But  that  it  was  absolutely  requisite  that  I  should 
come  in  person;  my  friend  observed  him  the  impossibility  of  me  making 
such  expenses  being  entirely  destituted  of  means — he  desired  my  friend  to 
engage  me  to  make  a  last  effort  and  come  and  told  him  that  he  had  not 
the  least  doubt  of  the  satisfaction  I  was  to  expect  from  the  equity  of  the 
respectable  Congress.  In  consequence  that  same  friend  has  been  good 
enough  to  furnish  me  with  a  sufficiency  to  enable  me  to  make  this  voyage, 
and  I  am  now  gentlemen  expecting  of  your  honours  the  Justice  due  to  a 
zealous  servant  of  Your  Respectable  Body. 

Your  Honours  have  demanded  of  me  an  account  of  my  expenses  and 
a  near  coniputation  of  the  damages  I  sustained. 

In  obedience  to  your  command  Gentlemen  I  have  hereunto  annexed  an 
exact  account  of  my  expense  only  and  with  regard  to  the  hopes  I  shall 
never  permit  myself  to  taxe  your  Honours,  I  'nave  never  doubted  of  our 
justice  and  shall  confide  to  it.  The  triumph  of  America  over  the  tiranny 
of  Great  Britain  is  all  my  satisfaction  I  desire.  I  shall  esteem  myself  too 
happy  if  my  services  can  still  be  agreable  to  Your  Honours  and  shall  be 
eternally  devoted  to  your  commands. 


286  ROYAL  SOCIETY  OF  CANADA 

With  these  sentiments  I  shall  remain  for  ever  with  the  highest 
reverence  and  profound  respect,  Gentlemen  of  Your  Honours,  the  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

FLEURY   MESPLET. 


No.  36. 

Papers  of  the  Continental   Congress,   p.  351. 

I,  f.ie  underwritten,  do  hereby  certify  that  sometime  in  the  month  of 
May  1776,  Mr.  Fleury  Mesplet  came  to  Montreal,  in  order  to  set  up  a  Print- 
ing Office.  That  some  time  in  the  month  of  June  then  next  following  (the 
time  when  the  American  troops  evacuated  that  place),  persons  were 
employed  by  the  British  Government  in  order  to  watch  very  closely  the 
said  Fleury  Mesplet,  which,  they  did  for  the  space  of  eight  days,  afterwards 
he  was  taken  wit'n  all  his  workmen  and  confined  for  twenty- six  days. 
That  at  the  expiration  of  that  period,  the  said  Fleury  on  the  earnest  solicita- 
tion of  his  friends,  was  released,  but  still  very  closely  watched  and  deprived 
of  all  the  means  to  make  his  escape  out  of  tVie  province.  That  on  the 
third  of  June  1779,  he,  the  said  Fleury  was  again  apprehended  on  suspicion, 
and  sent  to  the  jail  of  Quebec,  Vnere  he  was  kept  confined  for  the  space  of 
three  years  and  a  half,  consecutive,  and  was  not  released  until  the  happy 
event  of  the  peace  took  place. 

March,  31st,  1785. 

JH.   PERINAULT. 

Philadelphia,  ss 

Personally  appeared  Joseph  Perinault,  at  present  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia  Gent,  and  made  oath  qiccording  to  law  that  the  foregoing 
certificate  contains  t'ne  whole  truth  respecting  the  matter  therein  contained 
and  expressed,   sworn  at  Philadelphia,  the   1st  March,   1785. 

Coram.  JOHN    MILLER. 


No.  37. 

Papers  of  the   Continental   Congress,   p.  351. 

During  my  stay  last  winter  and  spring  in  Canada  I  frequently  heard 
Mr.  Mesplet's  name  mentioned  as  one  of  the  sufferers  in  the  American 
cause  during  the  late  war,  and  that  he  had  been  confined  at  Quebec  upwards 
of  three  years  and  not  liberated  until  peace.  I  also  understood  from  several 
well  disposed  to  the  American  Revolution  (as  well  at  Quebec  as  Montreal) 
that  Mr.  Mesplet  was  considered  as  an ,  American  and  had  given  proofs  of 
his  attachment  to  the  Independance  of  the  United  States. 

Phil.,  March  31st,  1785. 

ISAAC    MELCHOR. 


No.  38. 

Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress,  p.  352. 

We,  the  subscribers,  certify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  Mr. 
Fleury  Mesplet,  printer  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  has  set  ofe  from  tlie  said 
city  for  Montreal  in  Canada,  in  the  month  of  March,   1776.  in  the  capacity 
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of  a  printer  for  the  United   State.,  and   that   h«  ha.  talwn   with  hl»  hi. 

family,  furnitures,  press  and  every  other  thing,  belondn.  to  hU  prtniln, 
office:  and  we  do  further  certify  tCiat  he  haa  engmgtd  to  go  with  him.  th. 
following  persons,  viz,: 

Mr.  Alexander  Pochard,  a  gentleman  of  learning; 

Messrs.    John    Grey   and    Hers,    both   a.   jOttrnaroMB.    prllitari. 

and  one  servant. 

Philadelphia,    March    31st,    1785.  p.    o.    BRBTON. 

Philadelphia,  ^^*^  VALUANT.* 

Personally  appeared  P.  G.  Breton  and  James  Valllant.  both  of  the  dty 
of  Philadelphia,  and  made  oath  according  to  law  that  the  above  eertlfleata 
contains    the    whole    truth    respecting    the    matter    therein    mentlonad 

expressed. 

Sworn  at  Philadelphia,  the  31st  March,  1785. 

<^oram  JOHN   MILLER    I     1 


No.  39. 

Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress,  p.  367. 

I,  the  Underwritten,  do  certify  that  Mr.  Fleury  Mesplet,  a  printer 
Philadelphia,  was  sent  in  the  same  capacity  by  Congress  to  Canada,  with 
orders  to  settle  at  Montreal.  "Fnat  he  had  along  with  him  a  compositor. 
two  pressmen  and  a  servant.  That  -His  Excellency  John  Hancock,  late 
President  of  Congress  did  in  my  presence  (as  I  was  attending  a.  InterpreCar 
to  the  said  Mesplet)  promise  him  in  the  name  of  Congress,  to  defray 
reasonable  expense  to  which  he  might  be  subjected  In  his  then 
situation,  and  that  Congress  would  besides  give  him  an  adequate  compeiiMl- 
tion  for  his  pains,  and  the  disadvantages  attending  his  remo\'aL 

JOHN  GERttON. 

Philadelphia,  March  31st,  1785. 

Philadelphia,  ss 

Personally   appeared   John    Germon   and    made    oath    according    to   law, 
that  the  above  certificate  contains  the   whole   truth   respecting  the  matter 

therein  mentioned  and   expressed. 

Sworn,  the  31st  March,  1785. 

Coram  JOHN  MILLAR.  L  P. 


No.  40. 

Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress,  p.  S71. 

I,  the  Underwritten  do  certify  that  all  persons  to  whom  I  have  spoken 
about  Mr.  Fleury  Mesplet,  have  assured  me  tiat  ever  since  he  arrived  Into 
Canada,    he   was    continually  labouring   under   various   vexation.,   and    that 
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among  others,  Messieurs  Loubet,  Marrass§,  Meyrant,  Deshautelle,  and  Legay, 
merchants  at  Montreal,  have  all  assured  me  that  Mr.  Mesplet  was  con- 
tinually surrounded  by  spies  and  enemies  from  whom  it  was  altogether 
Impossible  for  him  to  escape,  that  besides,  it  is  well  known  to  the  whole 
town,  that  Mr.  Mesplet  has  sold  goods  in  the  way  of  his  trade,  for  Con- 
tinental Currency,  and  that  he  even  gave  gold  and  silver  in  exchange  for 
paper  money. 

Philadelphia,  March   31st,  1785. 

ETIENNE   FOURNIBR. 
Philadelphia,  ss 

Personally  appeared  Etienne  Fournier  and  made  oath  according  to 
law,  that  the  above  certificate  contains  the  whole  truth  concerning  the 
matter  therein  mentioned  and  expressed. 

Sworn,  the  31st  March,  1785. 

Coram  JOHN   MILLER,    I.    P. 


No.  41. 
Papers    of    Continental    Congress,    p.   357. 

Philadelphia,  April  1st,   1785. 


Dear  Sir:- 


The  bearer,  Mr.  Fleury  Mesplet,  is  one  of  those  unfortunate  strangers 
who  depending  upon  the  hasty  promises  of  zealous  whigs  in  1776,  went 
to  Canada  as  a  printer  (or  agent)  for  the  United  States,  was  in  con- 
sequence of  his  exertions  imprisoned  three  years  and  a  half  and  finally 
ruined. 

He  has  presented  a  memorial  to  Congress  with  an  estimate  of  his 
losses  and  wishes  to  have  your  friendly  aid  in  support  of  his  claim.  The 
ostensible  situation  I  was  in  last  year  has  exposed  me  to  the  attacks  of 
strangers  who  have  claims  on  the  Justice  or  generosity  of  Congress  and 
it  is  but  seldom  that  I  am  so  fortunate  as  to  avoid  a  disagreable  inter- 
ference. The  present  case  is  one  of  those  I  cannot  parry.  You  will/  there- 
fore forgive  me  for  introducing  Mr.  Mesplet  to  you  with  my  request  that 
you  will  assist  him  in  his  application  to  Congress  so  far  as  it  may  appear 
just  and  reasonable. 

I   am  with  much  friendship,   Dr.    Sir. 

Yours, 

THO.    MIFFLIN. 

Th-e  Honorable  Mr.  Hardy,  of  Virginia,  in  Congress,  New  York. 
Favored  by  Mr.  Mesplet. 
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No.  42. 

Papers  of  the  Continental  Congreee,  p.  864. 

Memorandum   of  expenses  made  by   Floury   Mesplet*  printM>  to  Congr—  at 

Montreal,  viz.: 

From  Philadelphia  to  Albany  and  from  there  to  Lake  Ooorfa.  • 

persons,  32  days  at  8/ £     1§A% 

From  Lake  George  to  Montreal,  five  boats  furnished  by  Consreaa 
conducted  by  6  men.  each  for  supplement  to  their  nourtahroent 

and  drink  at  the  rate  of  4/—  22  days,  30  men ltl.M 

For   myself  and   my   people,    22    days,   6    persons  at  8/   prd'y lilt 

The  boats   (aux  Saults  de  Chambly)   leaked  and  occasioned  me  a 

damage  estimated  by  a  clerk  sent  by  Mr.  Francklin SM.M 

For  unloading  cartage  and  porterage  for  one  day  at  Montreal t.M 

For  board  of  6  persons  at  the  Tavern,  11  days  at  8/ M.  t 

For  expenses  for  the  press  as  pr.  acct,  of  laborers 71.00 

From  the  6  May  1776  to  the  10  June,  day  of  my  confln*»ment  with 

my  people,   34  jours,  6   persons  8/ 81.18 

26  days  confinement,  6  persons  at  8/ f 8.  t 

At  my  enlargement  my  lettered  man  protegled  by  Mr.  Francklin 
left  me — his  wages  and  passage  to  Europe 


Carried  over. 


At  that  epoch  I  !liad  two  workmen  with  which  I  had  agreement  for 
one  year  which  I  was  obliged  to  board  and  pay  without  em- 
ploying having  no  paper  they  cost  me  by  near  computation.. 

From  6  May  1777,  I  remained  alone  with  my  wife  and  one  servant 
until  the  3rd  June  1779,  without  work  having  no  otlier  re- 
source than  to  sell  books  at  loss— which  I  nearly  estimate  aa 


least. 


At  the  3rd  June  1779,  I  was  taken  and  transfered  to  goal  to  Quebec 
where  I  stayed  3%  years  during  which  I  waa  obliged  to  con- 
tract debts  for  my  subsistence  with  my  family— which  can  ba 
attested  by  all  the  honest  citizens  of  that  province  of  which 
I  can  give  proves,  viz.: 

ToMr.  des  Hautelles 

Mr.  Aubord  Courrier 

Mr.  Fortier..    ..    ; 

Mr.  Gray 

Mr.  Poirier 

Mr.  Lemoine 

Mr.  Egmond 

Mr.  Egdouard 

Mrs.  McClemand 

Mr.  Delisle 

By  engagement  to  my  partner  Mr.  Berger 


£600.00 

800.00 

MI.1S 

M.00 

40.00 

40.00 

88.  S 

26.14 

10.00 

16.00 

666.14 


40.M 


778.00 


£1071.11 


Errors  excepted. 
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No.  43. 

Papers    of   the   Continental    Congress,    p.   409. 

To  the  Rig^it  Honourable  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 
The   humble    petition    of   Fleury   Mesplet,    late    printer   of    Congress    at 
Montreal. 

Gentlemen:  — 

\our  petitioner  takes  the  most  respectful  liberty  to  represent  to  you 
that  he  has  been  for  this  three  months  past  imploring  the  clemency  of  Your 
Honours.  Flattering  himself  that  in  consequence  of  the  proofs  he  has 
griven  of  the  justness  of  his  pretentions  by  the  several  certificats  which 
he  has  furnished  to  the  gentlemen  appointed  by  Your  Honours  to 
examine  his  affair,  that  you  would  be  pleased  gentlemen  to  take  it  im- 
mediately into  consideration  and  xender  him  the  justice  due  to  his 
services — he  has  remained  hitherto  in  a  most  profound  silence  not  daring 
to  importune  Your  Honours,  but  his  detention  here  reducing  him  to  the 
greatest  extremity,  he  is  forced  to  make  tliis  address  to  Your  Honours. 

Beseeching  you,  gentlemen,  to  cast  a  favorable  eye  upon  a  man  who 
through  his  zeal  and  attachment  for  your  interest  has  sacrifised  all  his 
worth  and  totally  ruined  himself  and  family.  And  if  his  distressful  situa- 
tion can  any  ways  touch  your  hearts  and  inspire  Your  Honours  with  any 
pity  for  him,  he  intreat  Your  Honours  to  enable  him  to  fulfill  the  engage- 
ments wCiich  he  was  obliged  to  contract  during  his  imprisonment  at 
Quebec,  and  free  him  from  the  embarassment  in  which  he  is  involved  in 
order  that  he  might  return  to  Montreal,  where  his  unfortunate  wife  over- 
whelmed with  grief  only  supports  herself  in  the  hopes  of  seeing  him  return 
entirely  satisfied  from  Your  Honours. 

In  the  deplorable  situation  In  which  he  is  plunged  he  has  no  other 
hopes  of  relief  then  the  compassion  and  generosity  of  Your  Honours.  To 
Montreal  he  dare  not  return  to  avoid  the  pursuits  of  his  creditors  and  should 
unfortunately.  Your  Honours  Shew  him  the  least  indifference  in  granting 
his  request  he  would  be  reduced  to  despair;  as  he  would  have  no  resource — 
whatsoever— left  him  but  flight — and  his  miserable  wife  also  reduced  to 
the  greatest  necessity  and  the  mercy  of  the  public  as  the  few  effects  which 
his  ennemies  have  left  him  would  immediately  be  attacked  and  sold  by  his 
enraged  creditors. 

If  your  petitioner  had  had  the  least  reproclie  to  make  to  himself  in  his 
conduct  towards  Your  Honours  he  would  not  have  persisted  so  long  in  his 
demands  but  he  dares  to  repeat  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  he  has  sacrified 
himself,  his  wife  and  fortune  to  adhere  to  your  cause,  being  fully  persuaded 
that  nothing  could  equal  the  Justice  of  Your  Honours. 

Therefore  he  beseeches  you,  gentlemen,  to  consider  liis  distressful  posi- 
tion and  not  abandon  him  to  despair  the  resolution  which  Your  Honours 
have  been  pleased  to  pass  to  allow  him  426  dollars  is  hardly  sufficient  to 
balance  the  expenses  which  he  has  been  obliged  to  make  for  himself  and 
a  friend  who  accompanies  him  to  assist  him  in  his  affair  and  who  has 
advanced  to  him  his  journey  expenses  from  Montreal  in  the  middle  of 
winter — from  here  Philadelphia  and  return  and  since  for  both  their  sub- 
sistence in  this  city.  Therefore  your  petitioner  is  in  the  impossibility  to 
leave  this  place  with  this  small  sum  as  he  dare  not  appear  at  Montreal 
unless  he    could    present  to  his   creditors    a    definitif  resolution    from    Your 
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Honours  as  he  would  run  the  hazard  to  bl  ...in  »««  ^ 

could  discharge  their   demand..  ^  ^  •^'^  co»fl»«l  to  cd.1  »„ui  fc. 

May  it  therefore  please  Your  Honour.  i«  ^-.  ... 
and  deign  to  render  him  his  Ilf,  .n^T  .  "^  "'■"  '"'"'"  •*»«W— 
Justice-and  he  dares  to  h„n  .1  .  .  *""""""»  •"  "ndrln,  Ua  yon. 
Honours  will  be  th"  h«  :  i.'tev:  :avV  .""""  ""  """"""  «*  ^-' 
attached  servant,  etc..  ah.e  VZr  iTrZ^Z  Z:'Z::ZrZ 
esteem  and  veneration  with  which  he  ha.  alw^  ZT  J^^  , 
Your  Honours.-And  your  petitioner  win  not  c^  ^ZI^^T^J^: 
fervent  prayers  to  heavens  (or  the  long  nu  SZ^rr^^^^J^ 
ZeTo^      future  happiness  and  prosperity  of  .hla'aoa  Tr.I^.'lf  ^JT^: 

Endorsed— Read  June  2nd.  1785.  I'T-EURT  MB8PLET. 

Committee  of  week.  June  13.  to  be  filed. 


From  the  register  of  Notre   Dame,  Parish  church,  Montr««i. 

No.  44. 

B.  de  Marie  Josepte  Tison. 

Le  cinq  f^vrier.  mil  sept  cent  solxante-six  a  ii6  bapti>««  par  mot  ^, 
sigm6  Marie  Josepte,  n$e  de  cette  nult.  environ  minult.  fllle  l^^itlme  d«  Jw« 
Baptiste   Tison  et  de  Marie   Anne  Picard.  a  6t4   parraln  Dominique  Parrto. 
marraine  Marie  Josepte  Arriv6e  qui  ont  algn6, 

MARIE  JOSEPTE  ARRIVEE,  TISON. 

D.  PERRIN. 

ROBERT.  pr«tr«. 
No.  45. 
S.  de  Marie  Mirabeau,  §pouse  Fleury  Mesplet. 

Le  deux  septembre  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingrt-neuf,  par  mol  pt«tr« 
soussigng,  a  6t6  inhum6,  dans  le  cimetl^re  proche  r^^Ilse.  le  corps  d« 
Marie  Mirabeau,  d6c6d6e  d'hier,  ftg^e  d'envlron  quarante-trola  ana,  «poiiM 
de  Fleury  Mesplet,  imprimeur  dans  cette  vllle;  ont  H6  pr«aenta  Meaain. 
Marchand  et  Poulin  de  Courval,  prCtres  sousslgm^s;  PouUn  de  CourYml,  pr«tr« 

JOS.  BORNEUP,  pr«tr«. 

No.  46. 
M.   de  Fleury  Mesplet  et  de  Marie-Anne  Tison. 

Le  treize  avril  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vlngt-dlx.  apr^s  la  pubUeatJon  d'on 
ban  de  marriage  sans  emp&chement  ni  opposition,  vu  la  dispense  dea  deux 
autres  bans  accord^  par  messlre  Jean  Brassier,  grand  vlcalra  da  JfoiiMl 
grneur  l'Ev§que  de  Quebec,  pr§tre  du  S^mlnaire  de  Montrtel.  aomslSBC  tU- 
sant  les  fonctions  curiales  en  cette  paroisse  ayant  prls  le  mutuel  consente« 
ment  par  paroles  de  present  Mr.  Fleury  Mesplet.  demcurant  dans  cette 
paroisse,  Sig&  de  cinquante-cinq  ans,  veuf  de  dame  Marie  Mirabeau.  flla  da 
feu  Mr.  Jean  Baptiste  Mesplet  et  de  d^funte  dame  Marie  Antoinette  Capeao, 
ses  p§re  et  mSre,  de  la  paroisse  de  St-Nlz!er,  diocese  de  Uon.  en  Pranca: 
d'une  part  et  d'aussi  pr^sente  Marie-Anne  Tison,  Ag^e  de  Tinct-trola  aaa^ 
fille  de  Jean  Baptiste  Tison  et  d^funte  Marie-Anne  Picard.  mm  p#ra  «t 
m$re,  de  cette  paroisse  d'autre  part;   les  al  marlfi  selon  lea  r#gt«a  et  ecm- 
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tumes  observ^es  en  la  Ste.  6glise  en  presence  de  Joseph  Desautels  et  du 
Sr  Frangois  Legruay,  amis  de  I'^poux;  de  Jean  Baptiste  Tison,  pdre  de  Jean 
Baptiste  Tison  frSre;  de  Marie  Deslauriers  et  de  Marie  Cathrine  Baron, 
belles-soeurs  de  l'6pouse,  et  de  quelques  parents  et  amis  dont  les  uns  ont 
sign6  ainsi  que  les  autres  ont  d6clar6  ne  savoir  sign6, 

FLEURY    MESPLET,  MARIE    ANNE     TISON, 

LEGUAY,  JOSEPH  DESAUTELLS,  TISON, 

JEAN  BAPTISTE  TISON,  fils. 

FR.  DEZERT,  prgtre. 
No.  47. 
B.  de  Fleury  Tison. 

L.e  vingt-neuf  octobre  mil  sept-cent  quatre-vingt-onze,  par  moi,  pr§tre 
soussignS,  a  §t6  baptist  n6  d'hier  de  legitime  mariage  de  Jean  Baptiste 
Tison  et  de  Magdelaine  Leguay,  son  Spouse;  le  parrain  a  §te  Fleury  Mesplet 
et  la  marraine  Marie  Anne  Tison  qui  ont  signe  avec  nous, 

TISON,  FLEURY    MESPLET, 

MARIE  ANNE  TISON  MESPLET. 

ALEXIS   DUROCHER,   pr§tre. 

No.  48. 

Le  30  octobre  1791,  Mesplet  a  6t6  parrain  a  Marie  Th6rdse  Stringer. 

No.  49. 

S.  de  Fleuri  Mesplet. 

Le  vingt-six  Janvier  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-quatorze,  par  nous 
prStre  soussign6,  a  §t§  inhum6  dans  le  cimeti&re  proche  I'^glise  le  corps 
de  Fleury  Mesplet,  d6c§d6  d'avant-hier,  ag§  de  soixante  ans,  ont  6t6  presents 
sieur  Duranceau  et  Baron,  cliauleurs  soussignSs, 

ANPRE    BIRON,  J.    C.    DURANCEAU. 

RAIZENNE,   pretre. 
No.  50. 
S.  de  Marie  Anne  Tison. 

Le  sept  septembre  mil  huit  cent-quarante,  je,  prgtre  soussign6,  al 
inhume  Marie  Anne  Tison,  d6c6d6e  le  quatre  du  courant,  ag6e  de  soixante- 
quatorze  ans,  veuve  de  Fleury  Mesplet,  imprimeur  de  cette  paroisse. 
T6moins,   Marcel   Boucheret,   Antoine    L6veill6   qui  n'ont   su  signer. 

P.  O'CONNELL,  pr§tre. 

F. 

From  the  Archives  of  the  Court  House,   Montreal. 

No.  51. 
Pre,  Mezl^res,  notary. 

Compromis   entre  le   Sieur   Fleiiry   Mesplet    et  le   sieur  Charles   Berger. 

Par  devant  les  No'res  Roiaux  de  la  province  de  Quebec,  residents  2l 
Montreal   soussign^s. 

Furent  presents  le  Sieur  Fleury  Mesplft,  imprimeur  et  libraire,  demeu- 
rant  en  cette  ville,  d'une  part;  et  le  sieur  Charles  Berger,  marchand  6tabli 
en  France  de  present  en  cette  dite  ville  d'autre  part. 

Lesquelles  parties  dfisirant  compter,  r^gler  et  terminer  entre  elles  a, 
I'amiable  leurs  droits  et  pretentions  respectifs  pour  fait  de  la  society  en 
commandite  pass4e  entre  elles  le  premier  mars  mil  sept-cent-soixante-seize, 
dans  la  ville  de  Phlladelphle,  en  la  province  de  Pensilvanie  sous  leurs  seings 
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et  en  presence  de  temolns,  et  pour  le  fait  et 
bien  que  pour  toutes  autres  pretentions^  aolt  d'un  oOU  oo  &•  rmutr%  q«t 
seront  stabiles  ou  fondles  par  billets,  reconnalMMtnoM,  oomptMi, 
dances,  ou  autrement  et  K^n^ralement  toutes  affalf«s  witr*  •Usi 
jusqu'a  ce  jour  de  quelques  natures  qu'elles  pulss«nt  ftTOIr  «U  st  fCn^ 
aucunes  reserves  nl  restrictions  quelconques  et  oe  poor  TlTf»  m  irr'ff  sC 
pr6venir  tous  procds,  ont  nommfi  pour  leurs  arbltrataura  •( 
positeurs,  se  voir:  le  dit  sleur  Mesplet.  Mrs.  Jesn  Don 
6cuyer;  le  sieur  Joseph  Borel,  nfigroclant  et  le  sleur  B«rger.  Mrs. 
P^rinault  et  Joseph  Perrault  aussl  n6goclants  auxquels  Iss  dlts 
Mesplet  et  Berger  donnent  respectlvement  pouvolr  et  aatorltA  ds 
r§gler  et  terminer  tous  leurs  dlfCerents  et  contestation  sur  st  an  rssard 
objets  ci-devant  mentionn6s,  et  ce  sur  les  pltees.  preuvea  et 
qui  leur  seront  remises  et  fournles  incessamment,  afln  que  les  dlts 
arbitrateurs  puissent  rendre  leur  jugcment  arbitral,  dans  qulnae  jou^  Ml 
plus  tard;  et  dans  le  cas  oH  les  dlts  sieurs  arbitrateurs  ne  se  troorenUsBC 
de  mgme  sentiment  lis  pourront  nommer  tel  sur-arbitrateur  qu'lls  ATlMrOBt 
pour  cinqui^me,  afin  de  rendre  conjointement  leur  Jugement  srMtnl,  •uqasl 
les  parties  promettent  respectlvement  acqulescer,  a  peine  ds  pajnr  par  Is 
contrevenant  k  I'acquiescant, — la  somme  de  cinq-cents  llvres.  monnale  da 
cours  actuel  de  cette  province,  avant  d'etre  regu  &  rien  proposer  oontrt  Is 
dit  jugement  arbitral,  et  laquelle  peine  ne  pourra  §tre  r6putte  commlnatolr«k 
Et  pour  rex6cution  des  pr§sentes  et  prononclatlon  de  la  sentence  arbltrale 
qui  interviendra  les  parties  ont  61u  leurs  domiciles,  savolr:  le  dit  sleor 
Mesplet  en  sa  maison  prSs  du  march6  en  cette  ville.  et  le  dit  slenr 
en  celle  du  sieur  Mesplet,  rue  Notre-Dame,  auxquels  lieux.  etc 
etc.,  promt.,  etc.,  obligt.,  etc.,  rent,  etc. 

Fait  et  pass6  a,  Montreal  en  I'^tude  I'an  mil  sept-cent-qnatre-rlngt- 
quatre,  le  troisidme  novembre  avant-midi,  et  ont  les  parties  slcn«  avec 
nous  lecture  faite. 

(Slgn'e)         CH.   BfBSPLET, 
C.    BERGEHl, 
FOUCHEai,  Not  Royal. 
PRE.  MEZIERE.  Not  RoysL 

No.  S2. 

Extension  of  time  for  rendering  award. 

Je  consens  qu'il  soit  donn6  telle  extension  qu'on  jugera  4  propros  an 
compromis  qui  a  6t6  pass6  entre  le  sieur  Charles  Berger  et  mol  ponr  OS  qnl 
concerne  le  temps  qui  sera  n^cessaire  aux  arbitres,  pour  terminer  nos  aflalrss 
respectives    entre    le   dit    sieur   Charles    Berger    et    mol.    k    Montreal,   le   IC 

Novembre   1784.  

F.  MMBFUST. 
No.  53. 

Award  of  Arbitrators. 

Nous  soussign^s  arbitres  nomm^s  par  Messieurs  Flenry  Mssplst  st 
Charles  Berger,  pour  terminer  d^flnitivement  leurs  comptes  respeetlte  OOO- 
cernant  leur  soci6t6  et  autres  comptes  particullers  alnsi  vtUm  tTj  Mat 
soumis  par  un  compromis  pass6  entre  eux  le  trols  du  courant  sons  la 
p6nalit6  de  cinq  cents  livres   cours  actuel.  lequel   n'4tant  que  pour  nvinm 
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jours,  a  6t4  continue  du  consentement  des  parties  jusqu'a,  ce  jour;  et  comme 
il  6tait  n6cessaire  avant  d'en  venir  h  assurer  leur  susdit  comptes  de  refl6chir 
mOrement  sur  leur  acte  de  soci6t$,  d'en  peser  et  determiner  les  conventions, 
et  6clalrcissement  nous  ayant  laisse  quelques  doutes  nous  avons  jug6  a, 
propos  de  faire  choix  de  la  personne  du  sieur  Benjamin  Frobisher,  Ecuyer, 
pour  §claircir  nos  doutes  et  balancer  nos  opinions;  et  d'apr^s  ces  justes 
precautions  nous  avons  allou6  au  sieur  Charles  Berger  le  capital  qu'il  a  mis 
dans  la  soci6t§  de  mille  Pounds  courant  de  Philadelphie,  faisant  ancien 
cours  de  cette  province,  port6  en  I'autre  part  mille  Pounds  de  Phila- 
delphie          £16,000.00 

Plus  pour  profit  que  Mesplet  lui  a  fait  bon  a  tout  ev6nement 
de  cent  pounds  de  Philadelphie  pendant  trois  ans 4,800.00 

Plus    pour    trente-deux    portugaises    que    Mesplet    reconnait 
devoir  par  sa  lettre  du  ^4  Mars  1776 1,536.00 

Bour  effet   que  le  dit  Mesplet  a  vendu  appartenant   au   dit 
Berger  conform6ment  au   compte   du  dit  Mesplet 803.  5 


£24,068.  9 


Et    pour    objets    que    le    dit    Berger    doit    prouver 
avoir  achet§  pour  le  compte  de  la  soci6t6  et  justifler 
qu'ils  ont  §t6  pris  par  les  ennemis.     Savoir: 
Pay§    par    Mr.    Berger    S,    Mr.    Germentown    de    Phi- 
ladelphie pour  caract^res £   400.00 

Pay6  par  le  mgme  au  graveur 36.00 

Item  pour  avoir  fait  parer  des  peaux 18.00 

Item   180   rames   de  papier  achet§es   a,   Philadelphie   k 

24/ 4320.00 


4,774.00 

£28,842.  9 

Ce  qui  forme  la  somme  totale  de  vingt-huit  mille  huit  cent-quarante- 
deux  livres  neuf  sols  anciens  shellings  de  cette  province  que  le  dit  Mesplet 
se  trouve  redevable  au  dit  Berger  sauf  la  restriction  ci-dessus  de  quatre 
mille  sept  cent-soixante  et  quatorze  livres  k  Montreal,  le  27  novembre  1784. 

(Sign§)         DUMAS, 

P.    MARTIN, 
JH.     PERINAULT, 
J.   F.    PERRAULT. 
JH.     BORREL. 
No.  54. 

Obligation  or  Bond  from  F.  Mesplet  to  Charles  Berger,  29th   Dec,  1784. 

Par  devant  les  notalres  royaux  de  la  province  de  Quebec,  residents  d, 
Montreal,  soussign^s, 

Fut  present  le  sieur  Fleury  Mesplet,  imprimeur  et  libraire,  demeurant 
en  cette  v^ille, 

Lequel  a  reconnu  confess^  devoir  loyaJement  et  l^gitimement  au  sieur 
Charles  Berger,  marchand,  actuellement  en  cette  ville,  a  ce  present  et  accep- 
tant  la  somme  de  sept  mille  deux  cents  chelins,  ancienne  monnaie  de  cette 
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province,  laquelle  avec  celle  de  deux  mllle  hult  centj  cbellna  toadtu  qu»  U 
dit  sieur  Mesplet  s'est  obllgfi  par  son  billet  de  ce  jour  oonjotnteoMttt 
le  sleur  Marass^  de  payer  au  sleur  Berger  en  Juin  proohain  teoot 
dix  mllle  chelins  susdlts,  h.  laquelle  sorame  lo  dIt  8.  Btwr  a 
de  vingrt-huit  mllle  hult  cent-quarante-deux  llvre*  neufs  •oil,  k  laqu^lto 
le  dlt  Mesplet  a  6t6  reconnu  redevable  envers  lul  sulvant  1«  prooto  wttml 
rendu,  en  vertu  de  compromls  pas86  entre  eux,  le  irola  novembr* 
par  Messrs.  Dumas  St.  Martin,  Ecuyer;  Joseph  Francois  Perraolt. 
Perinault,  et  Joseph  Borel,  n^goclants;  en  date  du  vlnfft-sept  du 
novembre  dernier  demeurfi  annexe  &  ces  progenies;  le  dlt  8.  Berger  ajraat 
declare  que  la  remise  qu'll  falsalt  au  dlt  Mesplet  «ult  en  consideration  den 
pertes  et  des  malheurs,  qu'll  avalt  ^prouv^s  dans  sen  tJttSrm  k  quol  11  est 
tr$s  sensible  en  sorte  qu'll  dlt  et  declare  qu'il  s'est  content*  de  U  dlte 
somme  de  dlx  mllle  chelins  anclens  susdlts,  laquelle  une  fols  pajrAe  par  la 
dit  Mesplet,  11  sera  entiSrement  quitte  et  d6charg6  envers  le  dlt  8.  Berpsr, 
de  toutes  dettes  et  affaires  quelconques  avec  lul  du  paasd  JQaqa'4  oe  iotar, 
soit  pour  ralson  de  leur  socl4t6  ou  autrement.  Et  laquelle  somme  do  aopi 
mllle  deux  cents  chelins  restante  &  payer,  le  dit  sleur  Meapiot  promet  aC 
s'oblige  en  effectuer  le  payement  au  dit  sieur  Berger  k  son  ordre  on  an 
porteur  dans  I'espace  de  deux  ann^es  &  compter  de  ce  Jour,  et  en  qnatre 
payements  4&aux  qu'll  fera  de  six  mois  en  six  mols,  avec  rint#r§t  k  ralaoo 
de  six  pour  cent  par  an,  aussl  k  compter  de  cette  date  jusqu'au  r*el  et  par- 
fait  payement  de  la  dlte  somme,  et  pour  op^rer  la  sflret*  du  payement,  le 
dit  sieur  Mesplet  a  soumls  oblige,  affects  et  hypoth^u*  tons  see 
presents  et  a,  venlr  et  sp^clalement  son  Imprimerle,  tout  ce  qui  la 
posent  et  y  est  accessolre  sans  qu'une  obligation  d^roge  k  I'autre:  et 
rex6cution  des  pr§sentes  le  dit  sieur  Mesplet  a  41u  son  domicile  en  sa 
maison  oH  11  est  actuellement  resident  appartenant  k  Monsieur  de  LonglftSiilU 
seise  en  cette  ville  rue  Capital,  auxquels  lieux,  etc.,  obllgt..  etc^ 
etc.. 

Fait  et  pass6  a,  Montreal,  en  la  maison  du  dlt  sleur  Mesplet,  I'aa 
sept  cents  quatre-vingt-quatre  le  vingt-neuviftme  Jour  du  mols  de 
aprgs-midl,  et  ont  les  parties  slgn6  avec  nous  lecture  falte.  II  eat  oonvewi 
que  les  termes  ci-dessus  auxquels  le  dit  sieur  Mesplet  a  accM«  pour  effec- 
tuer le  payement  de  la  somme  de  sept  mille  deux  cents  chelins  anclens. 
n'a  6t6  que  dans  la  confiance  qu'il  seralt  pay6  des  pretentions  qu'll  a  par 
le  Congr&s  Am^ricain,  mais  comme  11  pourrait  arrlver  que  ces  rembourae- 
ments  me  seraient  point  effectu^s  avant  les  dlts  termes.  mon  dlt  sleur 
Berger  confesse  que  le  dlt  sieur  Mesplet  alt  pour  payer  la  dlte  aommo  Um 
dits  termes  suivants,  savoir  un  tiers  de  la  dite  somme  dana  dlz-h«lt  mote 
de  cette  date  et  les  deux  autres  tiers  de  la  dlte  somme  de  six  mols  en  six 
mois.  apr^s  l'4ch§ance  du  dlt  premier  terme  par  proporUon.  avec  lea  tnt«r«U 
comme  lis  sont  stipules. 

(Sign6)         FLEURY  BffESPLET, 
C.  BERGER. 

A.  FOUCHER.  Not  Royal. 
PRE.    MEZIERE.    Not.    RoyaL 


Sec.  II.,  18.    1906 


I 
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No.  55. 
Power   of   Attorney    from    Charles    Berger. 

Procuration  par  le  sieur  Charles  Berger  aux  sieurs  Louis  I'Hardi  et 
Clement  Herse. 

Par  devant  les  notaires  royaux  de  la  province  de  Quebec,  r^sidant  a 
Montreal  soussign^s,  fut  present  le  sieur  Charles  Berger,  marchand  actuel- 
lement  en  cette  ville, 

Lequel  6tant  sur  son  depart  pour  I'Europe  a  fait  et  constitue  pour 
ses  procureurs  g6n6raux  et  spSciaux  Mrs.  Louis  I'Hardy  et  Jacques  Cl§ment 
Herse,  marchands  de  cette  ville,  auxquels  il  donne  conjointement  ou  s6pa- 
r^ment  pouvoir  de  pour  lui  et  en  son  nom,  toucher  et  recevoir  du  sieur 
Fleury  Mesplet,  imprimeur  et  libraire,  demeurant  en  cette  ville  de  ses 
droits  et  ayant  cause,  la  somme  de  sept  mille  deux  cents  chelins  ancienne 
monnaie  de  cette  province  k  lui  due  par  le  dit  sieur  Mesplet  et  payable 
en  diff^rents  termes  suivant  I'obligation  pass6e  devant  Mr.  M6zi§re  et  son 
confrere  Nore,  le  vingt-neuvi^me  decembre,  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt- 
<juatre,  de  I'exp^dition  de  laquelle  les  dits  sieurs,  procureurs  constitues, 
seront  porteurs,  en  cas  de  payment  ou  satisfaction  des  dits  termes  donner 
toutes  quittances  et  dScharges  valables,  et  a  d^faut  de  payment  ou  satis- 
faction former  et  intenter  toutes  demandes  et  actions  en  justice,  tant  contre 
le  dit  sieur  Mesplet  principal  obligS  que  contre  tous  autres  qu'il  appar- 
tiendra  par  toutes  voles  que  de  droit,  et  sur  le  tout  plaider,  appuyer,  61ire, 
■domicile,  constituer  procureur  ou  avocat  en  cause,  frayer  les  debourses,  com- 
protre,  transiger  et  gSn^ralement  faire  tout  ce  qui  sera  necessaire  jusqu'a, 
jugement  ou  arret  d§finitif  et  iceux  mette  k  execution. 

Promet.,  etc.,   obligeant,   etc.,  faire,   etc. 

Pass§  a,  Montreal,  en  I'etude  I'an  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-cinq,  le 
seizidme  f^vrier  avant-midi,  au  dit  Sr.  Constituant,  signe  avec  nous,  lecture 
faite. 

B.   BERGER, 
J.  DESLISLE,  N.P. 
PRE.    MEZIERE,    Nore    R. 

No.  56, 
Mesplet's  receipt  for  money  borrowed  from   Desautels. 
Je  reconnois  avoir  regu  de  Mr  Desautelle,  tailleur  a,  Montreal,  la  somme 
de  huit  mille  livres  chellins  de  la  province  qu'il  m'a  pret6  en  argent,  promois 
lui   payer  I'int^ret,   pour   chaque  six  mois,  k   cinq   pour   cent,  jusqu-au  rem- 
bourcement  du  capital,  ou  k  la  demande  fait  k  Montreal  le  29  Juillet  1778. 
FRANCOIS  LEGUAY,  p6re,  notary.  FLEURY  MESPLET. 

Obligation  or  bond  from   Mesplet  to  J.  M.  Desautels  for  8000  livres  $1333. 

30  Aug.,    1784. 

Par  devant  les  notaires  de  la  province  de  Quebec,  resident  k  Montreal, 
soussign§  pour  present  Mr.  Fleury  Mesplet,  imprimeur  et  libraire,  demeurant 
en  cette  ville,  rue  Capital,  lequel  reconnalt  et  confesse  devoir  bien  16gi- 
timement  k  M.  Joseph  Marie  Desautel,  tailleur  d'habit,  demeurant  en  cette 
dite  ville,  rue  St.  Paul,  la  somme  de  huit  mille  livres  ou  chelins  anciens 
cours  de  cette  province,  pour  prgt  et  avance  d'argent  que  le  dit  sieur 
Desautels   lui    k   fait    ci-devant    pour    employer    en    ses    affaires    ainsi    qu'il 
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appert  au  billet  du  dit  d4blteur  en  date  du  vingt-neuf  julUet  mU  Mpt  mmt 
soixante  dlx-huit.  sigm6  et  6crit  de  sa  main  s'obllceant  Icelul  dthUamr  k 
payer  I'lnt4r6t  a  cinq  pour  cent  8ur  Icelle,  sorome  reoonnaJMint  te  dlt  blllef 
ce  jourd'hui  juste  et  droit,  dont  icelul  d6blteur  A  pajrer  riat4rtt  MUvaot 
icelui,  demeure  d.  ces  presents,  cependant  payable  la  dlte  ponnM  4a  bolt 
mille  livres  chelins,  &  premiere  demande  du  dlt  ■l«ur  crAaneiar  aol  voolaat 
et  d^sirant  assurer  sa  cr^ance  nous  a  requls  acte  &  lul  octro|r#  A  pelaa  at 
ce  pour  quoi  le  dit  d^biteur  611t  son  domicile  en  sa  damaura  auadlta^ 
lieu,  &c.,  et  nobostant,  &c.,  et  promettant,  Ac,  et  obtlgaant,  4ke^  at 
cant,  &c.,  fait,  &c.,  et  pass6  &  Montreal.  Malson  mon  dlt 
I'an  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-quatre,  le  trenta  aoOt  avaat-iBldl,  aC  A  moa 
dit  sieur  d6biteur  sigm^  en  presence  avec  le  sleur  crtencler  at  nooa  notalraa 
avec    paraphe   lecture   faite    suivant   Tordonnanca. 

JOSEPH    pESAUTELS,  FLBURT    MS8PLET. 

J.   H.    PAPINEAU,  FR.  LB  OUAT. 

No.  57. 

Cejourd'hul  vingt-deux  ffivrier  Tan  mil  sept  cent  qoatra-Tlast-qoatoraa 
est  comparu  au  gref  les  s  us  nomm4  Joseph  Marie  Dasaatala  qui  an  pre- 
sence des  t^moins  sous  sign^s  a  d4clar6  avoir  re^u  I'entlar  pajrmant  4a  Fobll- 
gation  ci-dessus  dont  quittance  les  jours  et  au  sus  dlta  tCnnotaM. 

T6moins,  TISON  pSre,  •  JOSEPH  DESAUTKUH 

JS.  REID. 

No.  58. 

Draft  of  a  deed  of  compromise  by  Mesplet 
L'an  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingrt-clnq,  le  neuf  julllet«  aont  oompann 
devant  le  soussign6  notaire  de  la  province  de  Quebec,  r^sldant  A  Moatrtel, 
les  soussign6s  cr6anciers  de  sieur  Fleury  Mesplet.  Imprlmeur  et  llbralrtu 
demeurant  a,  Montreal  sur  la  place  du  march6,  lesquels  crtenders  rar  Urn 
representations  d'impossibilitS  oH  se  trouve  le  dlt  Mesplet  de  ■'aoqolttar  4a 

ses  obligations  envers  eux,  montant  a  environ  A  un  capital  (de  mUla  " 

cours  d'Halifax)  qu'il  doit,  voulant  et  d^sirant  lea  dlta  sleurs  orT 
favoriser,  le  dit  sieur  Mesplet  leur  d€blteur  et  lul  procurer  la 
de  gagner  sa  vie  dans  son  §tat  lors  du  credit  et  par  lA  s'assurer  de 
cr6ances  chacun  d'eux  des  dits  sieurs  cr6anclera  sou8lsn«a  ont  ooaamtl  aC 
consentent  k  lui  accorder  quatre  annfies  de  d61al  de  payment  A  oomptar  4tt 
mois  d'octobre  prochain,  en  octobre  que  Ton  comptera  mil  sept  cent  quatra- 
vingt-six,  lequel  payement  sera  de  cent  vln»t  cinq  livres  couranL  Daax 
cent  cinquante  livres  en  octobre  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vln»t-»ept.  Paretlla 
somme  en  octobre  mil  sept  cent  quatre  vlngt-hult  et  enfln  trola  cant 
soixante-quinze  livres  courant  Halifax  au  mftme  terme  d'octobre,  qua  Too 
compte  mil  sept  cent  quatre- vingt- neuf  pour  lous  d41als  et  aans  IntArtla 
€t  que  Mesplet  hypothftquera  son  Imprlmerle  aux  dlts  ortenolara  saaa 
n„'a.iicuns  des  dits  sieurs  cr^anciers  sousslgn^s  pulssent  Inquirer  al  trtmbkr 
?e  dit  d^biteur  ni  se  pr^valoir  de  sa  cr4ance  et  quand  .1.-  dlts  luyn.eota 
flits  et  aux  termes  sus-dits  are  parta^^s  au  proraU  4a.  aommaa  qot  aoroot 
4t6  avanc§es  au  dit   d^biteur. 

Les   comptes    sont   ci-apr6s   au   bas  des   pr^sentea 
M.  Desautels  n'a  qu'&  faire  une  opposition  entre  lea  mains  ^ 
Mesplets  pour  les  7200  livres  qu'il  dolt  par  accord  A  son  " 

vertu  d'une  sentence  obtenue  centre  Berijer  et  Mesplet 
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No.  60. 

Fleury  Mesplet  doit  a,  divers,  savoir: 

Messieurs  Fortier 2616.00 

Desotelle 8738.00 

Dellard 900-00 

Lusignan 540.00 

Delisle  frs 164.16 

Hardy   pour  lui   et    Mr.   Berger 7400.00* 

Edmon  S,  Quebec 336.00 

Lemoine  k  Quebec 552.00 

Mme.  M'Cleman 151.18 

Gray,    marchand    n6gociant 1201.10 

Edward,  libr.  et  directeur  de  la  presse. .  300.00 

Fizette,   menuisier 150.00 

Du  Calvet 616.00* 

King    et    McCord    (aux    environs    de) . .  168.00 

Porliar    Lamarre 600.00 

*  Sauf  erreurs  et  omissions. 

These  items  are  erased  in  the  manuscript  but  they  represent  amounts 
due  by  Mesplet  which  were  not  pressing. 


No.  61. 

Bailiff's   sale   of   Mesplet's   stock  and    furniture. 

L'an  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-cinq,  le  vingt  et  un  novembre,  ^  dix 
heures  du  matin,  apr^s  avertissement  au  son  de  cloche  pour  la  ville  et 
faubourg  de  Montr§al,  nous,  notaire  de  la  province  de  Quebec,  k  la  requgte 
du  sieur  Joseph  Marie  Desautels,  bourgeois  de  cette  ville,  rue  St.  Paul,  nous 
sommes  transports  en  la  maison  du  sieur  Fleury  Mesplet,  imprimeur,  pour 
et  en  vertu  d'une  execution  6man6e  de  la  Cour  des  Plaidoyers  Communs, 
en  date  du  22  juillet  dernier,  a,  noffs  exhiber  et  y  jouisse  les  effet  saisis  par 
I'huissier  Garnot,  aussi  en  date  du  25  juillet  suivant,  nous  en  notre  dite 
quality  apr§s  un  nombre  des  personnes  assemblies  en  la  maison  du  dit  sieur 
Mesplet  avoir  proc6d6  k  la  vente  des  effets  saisis  pour  iceux  §tre  vendues 
en  public  au  plus  offrant  et  dernier  enchSrisseur  ainsi  que  de  droit  et  ^ 
sign6  le  dit  requ6rant  ces  prSsentes  avec  nous  le  jour  et  l'an  suscrit, 

L.   GARNOT, 

JOSEPH    MARY    DESAUTELS, 

FR.    LE    GUAY. 

Amounts  of  purchees  by  diff brents  individuals  at  sale: 

Desautels 2661.15 

Huet 599.10 

Jautard 191.10 

Dubord 115.00 

Berichon 18.00 

Le  Guay 54.12 

Fleury 16.15 

Dupr6 11.14 
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Une   Imprimerie   complete  avec   deux   pmuM  gamlM  q«t  Apria  Avoir 

4t4  crimes  k  divers  reprises  s'est  trouvft  monUr  It  la  mouim  d« 

Desautels,    cinquante    llvres    cantlquea    de    MarMlII*.    mdjttc«a  k 

trois  llvres  pl^ce 1M.M 

Desautels,  cent  cinquante  Journ4e  du  Chretien,  rellCa.. 

Desautels,  cent  vlngt-quatre   psautlers,   relics  en   feullle» 

Huet,  trois  cent  brochures  Intllul^es,  Ami  des  EnfanU..  »Mt 

Dubord,   cinq    cent  alphabets  francals lll.M 

Desautels,  cent  brochures  de  devotion  aux  salnta  anffM. .  It.M 

Huet,  deux  rames  papier  marbr6 SS.M 

Desautels,  cent  brochures  de  devotion  au  saints  aiic«s If.M 

Huet,  cent  cat4chismes  pour  enfants tS.M 

Huet,  deux  cent  brochures  pour  regies  de  change,  monnale. .  . .            !•.•• 

Desautels,  cinquante   semalnes  salntes.   relics 91M 

Huet,  quarante  brochures  neuvaines  de  St-Antolne..  14.0# 

xxuet,  cent  brochures,  Ecu  de  Six  Francs 1S.M 

Huet,  six  grands  4critoires  d'^tain MjM 

Jautard,    deux    grrands    ficrltolres    ronds M# 

Huet,  vingt-quatre  6crltoires  de  plomb  et  6taln . .    .  tf.i# 

Huet,  dix-huit  livetes  de  Sandras 14.## 

Huet,   quatre   tr6buchets   pour  peser St.M 

Huet,  trois  llvres  de  cire  k  cacheter lt.lf 

Huet,  quatre  trebuchets  pour  peser St.M 

Berichon,  quinze  ardoises  (m^molre) ll.#f 

Desautels,  un  trictrac tO.lf 

Desautels,  un  trictrac tl.lf 

Le  Guay,  un  trictrac tl.M 

Desautels,  un  trictrac tt.9% 

Jautard,  un  trictrac If .  S 

Huet,  quatorze  estampes  encadr^es !•.•• 

Huet,  quatre  ^critoires  de  pierre *••• 

Huet,  deux  couteaux  d'hivoire  pour  papier •••• 

Desautels,  trois  sabliers  de  bois 7-1* 

Jautard,  un   6tui   de  math^matique •••• 

Jautard,  un  6tui  de  math§matique **••• 

Le  Guay,  un  6tui  de  mathfimatlque !!.•# 

Huet,  dix-neuf  llvres  petits,  relI6s *•••• 

Desautels,  quarante-slx  petits  livrets •••• 

Le  Guay,  quatre  petits  cartlers ••** 

Huet,  sept  cahiers  petits " *••• 

Huet,  soixante-sept  petits  cornets  blancs,  couverta  en  bleu t.lt 

Desautels,  dix  tablettes  couvertes  de  maroquln .  tt»lf 

Desautels,  trois  porte-feuilles  garnis 

Jautard,  trois  grands  porte-feuilles 

Le  Guay,  cinquante  estampes 

Desautels,  huit  cent  Journ6e  du  Chretien,  en  feulllea    . 
Desautels,  cinq  cent  St-Frangols  Xavier.  en  feulUes. 

Desautels,  sept  cent  St-Antolne,  en  feullles 

Desautels,  cent  vingt   Semalne  Salnte.  non  relics.. 

Desautels.  quarante   anecdotes  frangals   et   anglais..  »• 

Desautels,  trois    cent    Ange    Gardlen 


7.M 
f.M 

a.if 

f.M 
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Desautels,  trols   cent  alphabets 3.10 

Desautels,  deux    cent    regies    de    psaumes,    sans    reliures 9.00 

Desautels,  quatre-vingts  formulaires  de  pri^res,  sans  reliures..    ..  31.00 

Desautels,  trois  cent   psautiers,   sans  reliures 4.10 

Jautard,  une  table  de  quatre  pieds  de  noyer,  avec  un  tiroir..    ..  9.10 

Desautels,  une  petite  clhaudi^re 6.0O 

Huet,  un  bureau  avec  tiroir 101.00 

Desautels,  une    imprimerie    complete    avec    deux    presses    et    ses 

ustensils 1700.00 

Huet,  un    poele    de   fer,    palmier    avec    tuyau,    aucune    mode..     ..  60.00 

Jautard,  un  coffre  de  voyage 30.00 

Huet,  un  petit  buffet 14.00 

Jautard,  sept  caisses  bouquets   de  fleurs 7.10 

Desautels,  un   poele   de  fer  avec  tuyaux  de   I'ancienne   mode..    ..  51.00 

Fleury,  une  petite  table 7.  5 

Jautard,  une  voli^re 18.00 

Desautels,  une  cabane  d'§cureuil 16.00 

Huet,  un  petit  poele 64.00 

jautard,  une  horloge 37.00 

Jautard,    huit   chaises    paill§es. .     8.  5 

Fleury,  une  chaudi^re 9.10 

Dupr6,  une  marmite  de  fer 4.12: 

Dupr§,  une  petite  marmite 2.1 

Dupr6,  deux  poeles  fuzer  moyenne 5.  1 

Jautard,  une  petite  coquille  de  fer 3.0O 

Desautels,  une  vache   sous    poll   noir 48.10 

Jautard,  une  petite  g^nisse 20.00 

Huet,  une  fontaine  fer  blanc 10.00 


3668.  6 
Montant  de  la  vente  Cy  1'52.11.4. 

JOSEPH    MARY    DESAUTELS, 
L.    GARNOT, 
FR.   LE   QUAY. 

Et  n'ayant  plus  rien  k  vendre  suivant  le  procSs-verbal  de  saisie  remis 
en  mains  de  I'huissier  qui  a  sign6  ces  presents,  nous  nous  sommes  retire 
et  a,  aussi  le  dit  requ§reur  sign6  avec  notaire  au  jourd'hui,  quatre  heures 
et  demi  du  jour  sus-dit. 

A.  FAUCHER,  Notary. 


No.   62. 

Lease   from   J.    B.   Tabeau   to    F.    Mesplet. 

Pardevant,  etc.,  14  April,  1788. 

Fut  present  Sieur  Jean  Baptiste  Tabaux,  ancien  marchand  voyageur^ 
demeurant  en  cette  ville,  rue  Notre-Dame. 

Lequel  a  fait  bail  a  loyer  k  prix  dargent  pour  le  terme  et  espace  d'une 
ann^e  enti^re  et  r^volue  et  promet  durant  le  dit  temps  garantir  et  faire 
jouir  k  sieur  Fleury  Mesplet,  marchand  imprimeur,  demeurant  en  cette 
dite  ville  et  k  ce  present  et  retenant — pour  lui  au  dit  titre  pour  I'espace 
d'une  ann6e  une  maison  de  pierre  size  au  dit  lieu,   rue  Notre-Dame,  jardin 


I  m'lachlan]     FLEURY  MESPLET,  FIRST  PRINTER  AT  MONTREAL       t7l 

et  d^pendances,  le  tout  Jolgmant  d'un  cdt«  1«  sleur  Va11««  #t  d'ftatfv  !•  alMr 
Lardy.  Le  tout  en  bon  fiUt  et  exempt  de  reparation  qua  1«  4lt  alaar  pra. 
neur  dit  blen  savoir  le  connaltre  pour  avoir  la  tout  vu  at  vlalt«  at  41t  an 
§tre  content;  pour  du  tout  Joulr  par  le  dIt  aleur  preneur  plalnamaat  •€  pal. 
siblement  en  toute  propriety  &  I'exceptlon  dmi  frulta,  dea  arbfM  plaat4s 
le  Jardln  que  lesquels  ont  r<§8erv«  par  ces  prteantaa  la  droit 
la  saison  un  quart  de  pommes  &  choix  &  prendra  mtr  la 

Ce  fut  fait  a,  la  charge  par  le  sleur  preneur  d'entratenlr  la  dlta  ■— ii^n 
et  d§pendances  en  bon  et  semblable  ^tat  que  le  tout  lul  «ara  llvr*  aa  pva* 
mier  mai  prochain  pour  flnir  &  pareil  terma  au  bout  da  Tan  auz  etaWM 
de  toutes  reparations  locatives.  &  la  reserve  des  frulU  daa  arbr«a  q«l 
sont  dans  le  jardln,  exception  comme  dIt  est  d'un  quart  da  pomm«a  an 
choix  du  dit  sieur  preneur,  en  outre  pour  et  moyennant  le  prlx  at  aomma 
de  huit  cent  shelins  anclen  de  la  province,  exlglblea  par  quartlar  k  I'teM- 
ance  de  chacun,  sans  pouvoir  le  dIt  aleur  preneur  c4der  aon  droll  an  pri- 
sent  bail  a,  personne  quelconque  sans  raflrr^ment  •  par  *crll  du  dlt  alaur 
bailleur. 

Car  ainsi,  etc.,  et  pour  rex^cutlon  dea  pr^aentaa,  la  dlt  aletir  praBaur  a 
eiu  son  domicile  en  la  susdite  maison  lou6e,  auquel  lieu,  ato,  nonotataat, 
etc.,   promt.,   etc.,   obligt.,  etc.,  renonct.  etc. 

Fait  et  pass$  a  Montreal,  en  I'^tude  Tan  mil  aept  cent  quatre-vlnfft-halt, 
le   quatorze  avril   avant-midi,   et   ont   les  parties   algn€  avec    Norea.   lactura 

faite. 

(Sigm6)         BAPTISTE  TABAUX. 
FL.     MESPLET. 
F.  LE  GUAY.  N.. 
A.  FOUCHER,  Nora  RoyaL 


No.  63. 

Engagement  of  Alex  Gunn   as  apprentice  by    Metplat. 

Par  devant  les   notaires   de   la  viUe  de   Montreal,   dana   la   proYlnoa  da 
Quebec  y  r6sidant  soussign^s, 

Fut  present  Mr.  William  Gunn.  maltre  d'^cole  demeuranl  en  wtte  villa, 
rue  St.  Sacrement,  lequel  pour  falre  le  profit  et  avantase  d* Alexandra 
Gunn,  son  flls,  ag§  de  quinze  ans,  quMl  certlfle  fldWe.  I'a  mla  de  ca  Jour  en 
apprentissage  pour  le  terme  et  espace  de  cinq  ann*ea  flnleaet  aeeompllaa 
en  quality  de  gargon  Imprimeur.  ft  Mr.  Fleury  Meaplet.  Imprlmeor.  damaa- 
rani  aussi  en  cette  ville.  rue  Notre-Dame.  ft  ce  pr*aent  et  reteaaot  la  dlt 
Alexandre  Gunn  en  la  dite  quality,  promettant  le  dlt  Mr.  Meaplet  an- 
seigner  et  montrer  au  dit  apprenti  sa  dite  profeaalon.  et  tout 
il  se  m§le  en  icelle,  loger  couc^ier.  chauffer  et  Tenlretenlr  da 
nourrir  et  blanchir,  et  le  traiter  convenablement  en  aant*  at  eo 
promettant  le  dit  sieur  Mesplet  de  permettre  au  dlt  Alexandra 
apprenti,  toutes  fois  qu'il  n'en  aura  pas  besoln  d'allrr  chea  le  dlt  alettr  aon 
pgre,  pour  y  prendre  des  legons  d'6crlture  et  d"arlthm*tlque  et  da  Koocaper 
lui-meme  dans  les  dites  branches  de  son  Education,  quand  la  tema  lul 
permettra.  A  ce  faire  4tait  present  le  dlt  Alexandre  Gunn  qui  a  eu  tout 
ce  que  dessus  pour  agr^able.  et  a  promis  et  pi^mM  aervir  et  ob^lr  rtdWe- 
ment  au  dit  sieur  son  maJtre.  et  ex^cuter  Addlement  tout  ca  qu'U  lul  com- 
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mandera  de  llclte  et  honn§te,  faire  son  profit,  $viter  son  dommage,  Ten 
avertir  s'il  vient  a,  sa  connaissance  et  faire  g6n6ralement  tout  ce  qu'un  bon 
et  fld^le  apprenti  doit  et  est  oblige  de  faire,  sans  pouvoir  s'absenter  nl 
quitter  le  dit  apprentissage  sous  peine  de  rendre  le  temps  qu'il  aurait  perdu 
par  sa  faute  9,  I'expiration  des  pr^sentes,  auquel  cas  le  dit  sieur,  son  pdre, 
promet  le  chercher  et  ramener  au  dit  sieur,  son  maitre  pour  parachever 
le  temps  qui  pourrait  rester  pour  completer  le  present  brevet  d'apprentissage 
promettant  le  dit  sieur  Mesplet  donner  au  dit  apprenti  a,  I'expiration  des 
pr^sentes  un  habillement  neuf  complet.  Car  aussi  et  promettant,  et  obli- 
geant,  et  renongant,  etc. 

Fait  et  pass§  a.  Montreal  en  r§tude  de  notaire  I'an  mil  sept  cent  quatre- 
vingt-neuf,  le  cinq  de  dScembre,  aprds-midi,  ont  sign6  lecture  faite, 

WM.   GUNN, 
ALEX.    GUNN, 
F.    MESPLET, 
JOS.    PAPINEAU, 
JEAN    GUIL.    DELISLE. 

No.  64. 
Marriage  Contract  between  F.  Mesplet  and  Marie  Anne  Tison. 

11th  April,  1790. 

Par  devant  les  notaires  de  la  ville  de  Montreal,  dans  la  provirTce  de 
Quebec,  y  r^sidants  soussign§s, 

Furent  presents  Mr.  Fleury  Mesplet,  imprimeur,  demeurant  en  cette 
vllle,  en  sa  maison  sise  rue  Notre-Dame  d'une  part;  et  demoiselle  Marie 
Anne  Tison  majeure,  usante  de  ses  droits.  D'autre  part,  lesquelles  parties 
du  consentement  de  leurs  parents  et  amis  ci-aprds  nomm6s;  savoir  de  la 
part  du  dit  sieur  Mesplet;  de  sieur  Joseph  Desautelles,  sieur  Francis  Le 
Guay,  ses  amis,  et  de  la  part  de  la  dite  demoiselle  Tison,  du  sieur  Jean 
Baptiste  Tison,  son  p^re,  de  De  Magdelaine  Le  Guay,  Spouse  du  dit  sieur 
Tison  sa  belle-m6re,  de  Jean  Baptiste  Tison  fils,  son  fr§re;  Marie  Anne 
Desloriers,  Spouse  du  dit  sieur  Tison,  fils  de  sa  belle-soeur;  Madame 
Catherine  Biron,  Spouse  de  sieur  Frangois  Tison,  aussi  son  fr§re;  de  dame 
Louise  Viger,  Spouse  du  sieur  Joseph  Dessautelles,  sa  tante. 

Ont  volontairement  reconnu  et  confess^  avoir  fait  et  accord^  entre  elles 
les  trait^s  de  mariage  et  conventions  suivantes,  savoir  que  le  dit  sieur  Fleury 
Mesplet  et  la  dite  demoiselle  Marie  Anne  Tison  se  sont  promis  et  promet- 
tent  par  les  pr^sentes  de  se  prendre  I'un  et  I'autre  pour  marl  et  femme  et 
legitimes  6poux  par  lois  et  nom  de  marriage  et  en  faire  solemniser  le  dit 
marriage  en  face  de  notre  m&re  Ste.  Eglise  Catholique  Apostolique  et 
Romaine  le  plutOt  que  faire  se  pourra  et  qu'il  sera  avis6  et  d§lib§r§  entre 
leurs  parents  et  amis. 

Seront  les  dits  futurs  §poux  uns  et  communs  en  tous  biens,  meubles 
et  conquets  immeubles,  suivant  la  coutume  de  Paris,  conform^ment  SL 
laquelle  ils  veulent  et  entendent  que  leur  communaut6  et  autres  conven- 
tions matrlmoniales,  soient  r§gl6es,  d§rogeant  et  renongant  express§ment  Sl 
toutes  autres  coutumes,  lois  et  usages  contraires  encore  qu'ils  transportas- 
sent  leur  domicile  et  Assent   des  acquisitions  ailleurs. 

Ne  seront  n§anmoins  tenus  des  dettes  de  I'un  de  I'autre  faites  et  cr§§es 
avant  la  calibration  du  dit  mariage,   lesquelles  seront  payees  et  acquitt^es 


fM'LACHLAN]     FLEURY  MESPLET,  HRST  PRINTER  AT  MOHTREAL      ITS 

par  celui  ou   celle  qui  lea  aura  falte.  et  crMea  et  mir  son  btoo  «uw  qm 
I'autre   ni   ses   blens  en  solent  aucuneraent   tenus  en   qtMlqiM  minlirt  am 

ce  solt. 

D6clarent  les  dites  parties  que  leurs  biena  et  drolu  wmt  ^**->Tnt  Mit; 
savoir:  De  la  part  de  la  dlte  demoiselle  future  «poaa«  d'tliM  ■^^^tr  tf« 
trois  mille  vin&t-deux  llvres  dlx  sols  shelllngs  &nclen  ooun  «•  OMto  pro- 
vince, laquelle  somme  lul  est  propre  comme  provenant  d«  la  mnof  luo  dt 
feue  dame  Marie  Anne  Hup6  Plcard,  sa  m«r«.  laqaalto  ■**mmt  ««t  iinml 
lement  entre  les  mains  du  dit  sleur  Jean  Batista  TlaoQ,  won  p«r«:  q^U 
promet  lui  bailler  et  payer  dans  le  cours  d'une  ann«e  &  compter  do  Jovr 
qu'elle  lui  en  fera  la  demande,  et  dont  11  lul  payera  I'lnt^r^t  k 
cinq  par  cent,  jusqu'au  jour  de  I'actuel  et  dernier  payement,  k 
ce  jour.  Ceux  du  futur  6poux  en  une  somme  de  quatra  mUla 
cours  comme  provenant  de  ses  conqueta.  Leaqoallea 
nature  de  propre  de  chaque  c6t6  aux  dlta  futurs  «poux  et  aux 
leurs  c6t§s  et  li&nes. 

Le  dit  futur  6poux  a  dou6  et  doue  la  dlte  future  Apoosa  i 
coutumier  ou — de  la  somme  de  mille  llvres  ou  schelUncs 
la  province  de  douaire  prefix  k  prendre  sur  toua  et  chactm 
meubles  et  immeubles,  presents,  et  &  venlr  du  dit  futur  ^pottz.  Qtt*U  an  a 
d$s  a  present  charge,  affects,  oblig4  et  hypoth^qufi  &  garantlr  et  falra  Taloir 
le  dit  douaire;  pour  du  dit  douaire  coutumier  ou  prefix  tel  qu'll 
par  la  dlte  future  Spouse,  en  Joulr  par  elle  dfts  que  douaire  aura  Uatt 
qu'elle   soit  tenue   de  le  demander  en  Justice. 

Le  survivant  des  dits  futurs  §poux  aura  et  prendra  par  prteiput, 
part  et  sans  confusion  des  biens  de  la  dite  communautft  jusqu'4  la 
de  cinq  cents  llvres  ou  schellings  anclen  cours  de  la  province  en  meoblaa 
suivant  la  prise  de  I'inventaire  qui  en  sera  fait  sans  crue,  ou  la  dlte  aoauna 
en  deniers  contents  au  choix  du  dit  survivant  et  en  outre  leurs  hablta  et 
hardes  d'habillements  a,  I'usage  du  dit  survivant  et  leurs  llts  et  cbambrea 
garnis  tels  qu'ils  seront  lors  de  la  confection  de  leur  Inventalra. 

Arrivant  la  dissolution  de  la  dlte  communaut6  sera  Ubre  k  la  dlla 
luture  Spouse  et  aux  enfants  qui  naltront  du  dit  maria^  d'acoaptar  lotUa 
ou  d'y  renoncer  et  en  cas  de  nomination  &  la  dlte  communaotA  alia  pourra 
reprendre  franchement  et  quittement,  tout  ce  qu'elle  aura  apport6  lul  sera 
avenu  et  6chu  par  successions,  donations,  legs  ou  autrement  avec  aca 
douaire  pr6ciput,  ses  habits,  lingres  et  autres  hardes  d'habUlement  k  aon  — 
usage  et  son  lit  et  chambre  garni  comme  dessua  sana  €tra  tenoa  d'aocoaa 
dette  ni  hypoth^que  faites  et  cr64es  pendant  la  dlta  comwunauf,  qiiol- 
qu'elle  s'y  fut  obligee  ou  qu'elle  y  eut  6t6  condamnde.  dont  ella  aera  aeqolt- 
t6e  par  le  dit  futur  6poux  et  sur  ses  blens  d'lcelul  ou  par  aas  b«rltlara,  ac 
pour  laquelle  reprise  et  indemnity  elle  aura  son  hypoth^ue  dk»  ea  Joor  a«r 
tous  les  biens  presents  et  k  venlr  du  dit  futur  6poux  de  qualqiia  natnra 
qu'ils  soient. 

En  consideration  du  dit  futur  marriage  et  pour  I'affcctlOD  at  famltM 
que  se  portent  les  dits  futurs  6poux  I'un  &  I'autre  lla  ae  soot  par  %9»  prf- 
sentes  fait  donation  viagdre  6gale  et  r^clproque  au  sunrlTant  et  eux  oe 
acceptant  tous  et  chacun  ses  biens  meubles  et  Immeubles  lant  propres  qo'ac- 
quets  et  conquets  qui  appartiendront  au  premier  mourant  aux  Jour  et  beure 
de  son  d6c§s  a,  quelques  sommes  qu'll  se  pulssent  monler  et  de  quelqoa 
nature  qu'ils  soient,  en  quelque  lieu  qu'ils  se  trouvent.  sana  an  retenlr  oo 


274  ROYAL  SOCIETY  OF  CANADA 

excepter  aucune  chose,  pour  de  tous  les  dlts  biens  tant  propres  qu'acquets 
et  conquets  jouir  par  le  survivant  sa  vie  durante  sans  qu'il  soit  tenu  de 
donner  aucunes  cautions  sinon   a,  sa  juratoire. 

La  dite  donation  mutuelle  ainsi  falte  pourvu  et  a,  la  charge  qu'il  n'y  ait 
aucun  enfant  vivant  ou  k  naltre  en  legitime  marriage  auquel  cas  demeu- 
rera  la  pr^sente  donation  nulle  de  plein  droit;  et  en  cas  qu'il  y  eut  des 
enfants  et  qu'ils  vinssent  a,  d6c6der  ava-nt  I'age  de  majority  ou  d'etre  pour- 
vus  par  marriage — les  dits  futurs  6poux  veulent  et  entendent  que  la  dite 
donation  reprendra  sa  force  et  vigueur. 

Et  pour  faire  insinuer  les  pr^sentes  au  greffe  des  insinuations  de  cette 
province  et  partout  ailleurs  ou  besoin  sera  les  dits  futurs  ^poux  ont  fait 
et  constitu§  leur  procureur  g6n6ral  et  special  le  porteur  des  prSsentes; 
auquel  ils  ont  donn6  et  donnent  tout  pouvoir  d'en  requ^rir  acte;  car  ainsi  a 
6t6  convenu  et  accord^  entre  les  parties  et  pour  l'ex6cution  des  pr^sentes 
les  dites  parties  ont  eiu  leur  domicile  en  leur  demeure  ci-dessus  d6sign6e 
auquel  lieu,  etc.,  nonobstant,  etc.,  promettant,  etc.  Chacun  en  droit  soit 
et  renongant,  etc. — Fait  et  pass6  au  dit  Montreal  en  la  maison  du  dit  sieur 
Jean  Baptiste  Tison,  p6re,  I'an  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-six,  le  onze 
d'avril  aprfis-midi  et  ont  sign§  lecture  faite. 

(Slgn6)         TISON, 

FLEURY  MESPLET, 

MADELAINE    LEGUAT, 

TISON, 

JOSEPH    DESAUTELS, 

JEAN    BAPTISTE    TISON,    Ills, 

LOUIS  VIGE, 

LEGUAT, 

MARIE-ANNE   TISON, 

A.   FOUGHER,    Nore   Royal, 

JEAN   GUILLAUME  DELISLE,    N.  P. 


No.  65. 
Obligation    or   bond    from    F.    Mespiet   to   Charles    Lusignan. 

20  D^cembre  1790. 

Par  devant  les  notaires  de  la  ville  de  Montreal,  dans  la  province  de 
Qu§bec  y  r§sidant   soussign6s, 

Furent  presents  sieur  Fleury  Mespiet,  imprimeur,  demeurant  en  sa 
maison  No.  44,  size  en  cette  ville,  rue  Notre-Dame  et  de  Marie-Anne  Tison, 
son  §pouse,  qu'il  autorise  a,  I'effet  des  pr6sentes.  Lesquels  ont  reconnu  et 
confess^  devoir  bien  l^gitimement  k  Monsieur  Charles  Lusignan,  n^gociant 
de  cette  ville  y  demeurant  rue  St.  Frangois,  k  ce  present  et  acceptant  la 
somme  de  onze  cent  soixante-quatre  livres  sept  sols,  ou  shellings,  ancien 
cours  de  cette  province,  pour  pr§t  de  pareille  somme  que  le  dit  sieur 
cr^ancier  leur  a  ci-devant  fait  en  or  et  argent  ayant  cours  en  cette  province, 
dont  les  dits  sieur  et  dame  d§biteurs  sont  contents  et  satisfaits;  promettant 
et  s'obligeant  solidairement  I'un  pour  I'autre  un  d'eux  seul  pour  le  tout,  sans 
divison,    discussion    ni    fidijussion,   renongant    au    dit   b§n6fice,    de    rendre   et 
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payer  la  dite  somme  de  onze  cent  wlxante-qumtm  lirtm,  MpC  Mto  d«  4lt 
cours,  au  dit  sleur  Charles  Lu«!arnan  en  mi  demeur«  oo  •«  porUor  6m 
presentes  dans  le  cours  d'une  ann^e  k  compter  d«  la  daU  4m 
avee  les  Intfirfits  sur  la  dlte  somme  k  ralson  de  six  par  cent,  k 
tous  dgpens,  dommages  et  Intfirfits,  auqu«»I  payement  Im  dIU 
aflfectent,  obllgent  et  hypotftquent  sous  la  dlte  soUdlt*  tous  Urora 
meubles  et  Immeubles  presents  et  k  venir  sans  qu'une  obligation  ddr««»  k 
I'autre.  Et  pour  l'ex4cutlon  des  pr^sentes  et  d6p«ndanoea.  lea  dlU  steor  at 
dame  d^blteurs  ont  §lu  leur  domicile  en  leur  dfmeure  d-deaaua 
auquel  lieu,  &c.,  promettant,  Ac,  renoncant.  Ac.  nobstant.  Ac^ 
solidairement  comme  dessus,  fait  et  pass6  au  dlt  Montrtel.  «n  r«tadi^  Vmn 
mil  sept  cent  quatre-vlngrt-dlx,  le  vlngrt  dftcembre  aprds-mldl  et  ont 
lecture  faite. 

(Slgmfi)         FLEURY    MESPLET. 

MARIE-ANNE  TI80N  MB8PLBT. 

LUSIGNAN. 

A,   FOUCHER,   Nore   Royal. 

JEAN    GUILLAUME   DELI8LE. 


No.  66. 
Intervention  of  J.  B.  Tison   in  above  bond. 

Et  le  huiti^me  jour  de  Janvier  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vlnct-tralae.  arant 
mldi,  est  comparu  devant  les  notalres,  k  Montreal,  sousalsni  alaar  Jtaa 
Baptiste  Joseph  Tison,  me.  perruquier,  demeurant  en  sa  -»* i^««n  siaa  en 
cette  ville  de  Montreal,  rue  St.  F^ngols  Xavier;  lequel  k  volontalreinent 
reconnu  et  confess^  avoir  entre  ses  mains,  appartenant  k  dame  Marle-Anoa 
Tison,  Spouse  du  sleur  Fleury  Mesplet,  Imprlmeur  de  cette  vlUe,  tous 
k  ce  pr^sente  et  de  leur  consentement,  une  certaine  somme  d'ars« 
la  somme  de  onze  cent  solxante-quatre  llvres  sept  sols.  shelUngs  da  vtagt 
coppres,  mention^s  dans  Tobligatlon  ci-devant  *crlt  et  des  autraa  parts 
comme  provenant  des  droits  6chus  k  la  dite  dame  Mesplet.  dana  la  wiccsa 
sion  de  feue  dame  Marie-Anne  Picard,  sa  mdre.  et  pour  plus  granda  sOraC* 
de  la  dite  somme  de  onze  cent  solxante-quatre  llvres  sept  sola  raaoMn* 
tionn^e;  le  dit  sieur  Jean  Baptiste  Tison  s'^tre  par  les  pr^sentes  volontalrs- 
ment  rendu  plelg-e  et  caution  envers  le  sleur  Charles  Luslgnaa,  n^coelaat 
de  cette  ville,  cr6ancier  d4nomm6  en  la  pr^sente  obligation  k  oa 
et  acceptant,  et  le  dit  sieur  Tison  s'est  obllg^  solidairement  sous  lea 
ciations  de  droits  accoutum^s  conjolntement  avec  les  dits  sleurs  at 
d^biteurs  et  y  affecte  et  oblige  tous  ses  blens.  meubles  et  Immaublaa  pri- 
sents  et  k  venir,  sans  qu'une  obligation  d^roge  k  I'autre  k  la  duuvs  da 
par  le  dit  sieur  Lusignan  ainsl  qu'll  s'y  oblige  par  lea  dltaa  priasotaa  at 
durant  deux  ann4es  k  compter  de  la  date  des  pr4sentes  au  dlt  tUiw  Jeaa 
Baptiste  Tison  pour  payer  la  dlte  somme  de  onse  cent  solxante-quatre  llvrea 
sept  sols,  et  dont  les  dits  sieur  et  dame  Mesplet  en  d^charge  d*aotant  la 
dit  sieur  leur  p$re  et  beau  p&re. 

Dont  acte.requis  et  octroy^  k  condition  toutefols  que  l'lnl#f«t  actaella- 
ment  da  sur  la  somme  principale  et  celles  qui  pourront  *tre  dOea  k  raranlr 
seront   payees    par  les  dits   sieur   et  dame  Mesplet  au   dlt  aleur 


276  ROYAL  SOCIETY  OF  CANADA 

■"" i 


sans  que  le  dit  sieur  Tison  en  soit  recherchS.  Fait  et  pass§  a  Montreal  en 
l'6tude  de  Jean  Guillaume  Dellsle,  I'un  des  notaires  soussign6s,  les  jour  et 
an  que  dessus,  et  ont  sigrn6  lecture  faite, 


(SIgn6)         TISON, 

FL.    MESPLET, 

MARIE-ANNE    TISON, 

LUSIGNAN, 

A.    FOUCHER,    Nore   Royal, 

JEAN    GUILLAUME    DELISLE. 


No.  67. 
Discharge   of  above   bond. 

Et  le  onzifime  jour  de  d^cembre  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vin^t-quinze 
avant-midi,  est  comparu  devant  les  notaires  S,  Montreal,  soussign6s  le  sieur 
Charles  Lusignan,  nSgociant  de  cette  ville,  cr^ancier  denommS  aux  actes 
obligratoires  ci-devant  Merits  et  des  autres  parts;  lequel  a  reconnu  et  confess^ 
par  ces  pr6sentes  avoir  eu  et  regu  de  Mr.  Jean  Baptiste  Joseph  Girou  aussi 
d6nonini§  au  cautionnement  ci-contre  §crite  ^  ce  present.  Le  somme  de 
onze  cent  soixante-quatre  livres,  sept  sous  ou  shelling-s  de  vingt  coppres, 
avec  les  int§r§ts  sur  la  dite  somme,  calculS  jusqu'S,  ce  jourd'liui,  dont  il 
tient  quitte  et  bien  valablement  d6charg6  le  dit  sieur  Girou  ainsi  que  tous 
autres  du  pass6  jusqu'^  ce  jourd'hui;  k  ce  faire  6tait  prSsente-  dame  Marie- 
Anne  Tison,  veuve  de  feu  Fleury  Mesplet,  imprimeur,  laquelle  a  reconnu 
par  ces  pr6sentes  tenu  quitte  et  bien  valablement  d6charg6  le  dit  sieur 
Tison,  son  p$re,  de  la  dite  somme  de  onze  cent  soixante-quatre  livres  et 
sept  sols,  avec  les  lnt6rgts.  CEn'  deduction  de  ses  droits  et  pretentions  dans 
la  succession  de  feue  dame  Marie-Anne  BrSard,  sa  m6re,  la  dite  somme 
provenant  de  ses  propres  k  elle  appartenante  et  express6ment  r§serv6  par 
son  contrat  de  marriage  avec  le  dit  feu  sieur  Mesplet,  et  qui  6tait  demeurS 
en  mains  du  dit  sieur  Tison,  son  p§re.  Dont  acte  requis  et  octroy^  k 
Montreal,   en  I'^tude  des  jour  et  au  susdits  et   ont  sign6  lecture  faite. 

LUSIGNAN, 

\ii;UVE    MESFLET, 

P.   LUKIN,   N.   P., 

JEAN    GUILLAUME    DELISLE. 


No.  68. 
Lease  from  widow  Ignace  Chenler  of  a  house  to  Mesplet. 

26   March,    1793. 

Par  devant  les  notaires  de  la  ville  de  Montreal  dans  la  province  du  Bas 
Canada,   soussignfis, 

Fut  present  sieur  Ignace  Souligny,  capitaine  de  la  milice,  demeurant  a. 
Longue  Pointe,  curateur  eleu  en  justice  k  dame  Josephte  Aubuchon,  veuve 
de  Sr.  Ignace  Chenier  lequel  a  reconnu  et  confess^  par  les  pr^sentes  avoir 
fait  bail   a  loyer   pour  le   temps    et  espace   de    cinq   ann^es   cons^cutives   fi. 
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commencer  du  premier  Jour  du  mol«  de  mal  prochaln  et  prooMt  ftfrt 

durant  le  temps  au  dlt  titre  au  sleur  Fleury  IfMplet.  tmpriraeor. 

en  cette  dite  ville,  fi.  ce  present  et  acceptant  preneur  pour  lol  aa  dlt  Utr« 

de  loyer,  savoir:     une  malson  sise  et  cette  vllle,  ru«  Notre-DttOM.  avM  te 

cour   et   batiments   en    dependant,   tenant   par  derH|r«  ao  UmJa  d«  itovr 

Etienne  Campion,  d'un  cOt6  aux  hfirltlers  Hardy  et  d'autr*  oOU  «i  dlt 

Campion.      La  dite  maison  garnle  de  toutes  tea  portes  plelaM 

et  chassis  vitr6s  de  laquelle  le  dlt  aieur  preneur  m  oontMiU  6lmnt 

savoir  et  connaltre  pour  I'avolr  vue  et  visit6e  et  en  Mt  Mttldklt 

la  rendre  et  remettre  en  mfime  et  semblable  4tat  qu'll  I'aurm  n^v  k  rcxptm- 

tion  des  pr6sentes. 

Le  present  ball  aussl  fait  aux  claunes  et  condltlomi  ausdltMi  •€ 
autre  pour  et  moyennant  la  somme  de  six  cent  llvres  ou  ahllUncB  da 
coppres  de  loyer  pour  chaque  ann^e  que  le  dlt  sleur  pr«near  promat  at 
s'obligre  payer  en  quatre  payments  4gaux  &  ralson  de  cent  clnqoaata  ttviaa 
par  chaque  dit  payment  et  de  trois  mols  en  trois  mois  au  dlt  alattr  SouUcBjr. 
curateur  ou  au  porteur  des  presents  et  dont  le  premier  quartlar  aara  dO  aC 
6chu  le  premier  Jour  d'aotlt  prochaln  et  aussl  contlnuer  de  quartlar  k  aotr* 
Jusqu'^  Texpiration  des  pr^sentes  &  peine  de  toutes  d4i>enaea,  dommasaa  aC 
int^r&t,  et  en  outre  d,  la  charge  de  par  le  dlt  preneur  entretenlr  la  dlta  mal- 
son et  lieux  en  m§me  4tat  semblable  qu'll  la  revolt  actuellement  at  d'jr  Calra 
les  reparations  locatives  sans  pouvoir  c^der  nl  tranaportar  aon  droit  an 
present  bail  en  tout  ou  partie  sans  le  consentement  axprte  da  dlt  atoor 
bailleur,  qui  promet  de  sa  part  le  tenlr  clos  et  couvert  dana  la  dlta  malaon 
et  lieux  en  dependant  suivant  la  coutume. 

Sont  convenues  les  dites  parties  que  le  present  ball  n'exlste  qu'autaat 
que  la  dite  dame  veuve  Chenier  demeurera  sous  sentence  d'lnterdictlon.  aoMl 
qu'elle  se  trouve  actuellement  ou  autant  de  temps  qu'elle  sera  rlTanta  at 
dans  les  deux  cas  seulement  le  present  ball  au  bout  de  Tann^e  qua  reatara 
lors  a,  expirer  demeurera  nul  et  r6volu.  Sont  au  dlt  sleur  preneur  k  m 
soumettre  ^  ce  qui  sera  demand^  k.  cet  ^srard  par  les  'a^rltlers  Chanlar  et 
Aubuchon  ou  a,  faire  de  nouveaux  arrangements  avec  eux. 

Convienne  aussi  les  parties  de  se  prfivenlr  mutuellement  trola  mols 
avant  I'expiration  des  dites  cinq  annfies  de  ball  si  autant  11  dure  ailn  qu'll 
puisse  savoir  s'il  faudrait  dans  le  temps  d'autres  arransemenU  et  aavolr 
r6ciproquement   s'il   prendrait   un   autre    ball   pour   un  plus   lone  e-nar-   4« 

temps. 

Et  pour  l'ex6cution  des  prfisentes  et  de  leur  dependences  in  dues 
parties  ont  eiu  leur  domicile  en  leurs  demeures  ordlnalres,  auzquala  Uavx. 
etc.,  promettant,  etc.,  obligeant,  etc..  renoncant.  etc,  chacun  en  droll  aol 
etcl  renoncant,  etc.,  fait  et  passfi  au  dlt  Montreal  en  I'etude  de  Jean  OuU- 
laume  Delisle,  I'un  des  notaires  sousslgnes  Tan  mil  sept  cent  quatra-vtacU 
treize,  le  26  mars  aprSs-midi.  et  ont  slgnft  k  I'exceptlon  du  dlt  sleur  8o«ll«BJ 
qui  ayant  declare  ne  le  savoir  falre  de  ce  enquli  4  fklt  sa  marque  ordinaire 
lecture  faite. 

FL.   MESPLET, 
IGNACE    X    SOUIJONT. 
JEAN    OUILLAUICE   DBT.IWT.IL 
LOUIS    THIBAUDKAU.    N.    P. 
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No.'  69, 
Obligation  or  bond  from  Mesplet  to  J.  B.  Durocher  for  £  1 30.0.8=$632.83. 

26   July,   1793. 

Par  devant  les  Notaires  de  la  ville  de  Montreal,  dans  la  province  du 
Bas-Canada,   y  r§sldant  soussignSs, 

Furent  presents  sieur  Fleury  Mesplet,  imprlmeur  en  cette  dite  ville  y 
demeurant,  rue  Notre-Dame,  et  de  Marie-Anne  Tison,  son  §pouse  qu'il 
autorlse  a  I'effet  des  pr^sentes;  lesquels  ont  volontairement  reconnu  et 
confess^  devoir  bien  l^gitimement  ^  sieur  Jean  Baptiste  Durocher,  Ecuyer, 
n^gociant,  demeurant  en  la  maison  sise  en  cette  dite  ville  aussi,  rue  Notre 
Dame,  a.  ce  present  et  acceptant  la  somme  de  cent-trente  livres,  et  huit 
pence  sterling  pour  autant  en  effets  et  marchandises,  caract^res  et  autres 
effets  d'imprimerie  que  le  dit  Pierre  Durocher  leur  aurait  fait  venir  d'Europe 
cette  ann§e  et  dont  il  est  content  et  satisfait;  promettant  les  dits  sieur 
Mesplet  et  son  Spouse  solidairement  I'un  pour  I'autre  un  d'eux  seul  pour 
le  tout  sans  division,  discussion,  ni  fidSijussion  renongant  au  dit  b6n6flce, 
payer  la  dite  somme  de  cent  trente  livres  et  huit  pence  sterling  au  dit  sieur 
Jean  Baptiste  Durocher,  Ecuyer,  ou  au  porteur  comme  suit,  savoir:  cin- 
quante  livres  du  dit  cours  le  sixidme  jour  d'octobre  de  la  pr§sente  annee 
et  les  quatre-vingts  livres  et  huit  pence  restants  pour  parfaire  la  dite  somme 
a,  la  demande  et  requisition  du  dit  sieur  Durocher  avec  I'intSrgt  legitime 
jusqu'au  parfait  payement;  promettant  le  dit  sieur  crSancier  autant  que 
faire  se  pourra  ne  point  g§ner  les  dits  sieur  et  dame  d6biteurs,  et  recevra 
telle  partie  du  payement  de  la  somme  restante  que  les  dits  sieur  et  dame 
Mesplet  lui  offriront  et  les  int^rets  diminueront  en  consequence. 

Et  pour  stirete  de  laquelle  somme  de  cent  trente  livres  et  huit  pence 
sterling  susdite,  les  dits  sieur  et  dame  Mesplet  ont  hypofh^que  et  par  les 
prfisentes  tous  leur  biens,  meubles  et  immeubles  presents  et  k  venir  et 
particuliSrement  la  dite  dame  Mesplet  ses  droits  et  pretentions  dans  la 
succession  du  feue  dame  Tison,  sa  mSre,  une  obligation  ne  derogeant  k 
I'autre.  Et  pour  TexScution  des  prSsentes  et  de  leurs  d6pendances  les  dits 
debiteurs  ont  eiu  leur  domicile  en  leur  demeure  ordinaire,  auxquels  lieux, 
€tc.,   obligeant,   etc.,   renongant,   etc.,   auxquels 

Fait  et  passe  au  dit  Montreal,  en  I'etude  de  L.  J.  Delisle,  I'un  des 
notaires  soussignes, 

L'an  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-treize,  le  vingt-six  de  juillet  aprSs-midi, 
«t  ont  signe  lecture  faite. 

(Signe)         J.    B.    DUROCHER, 

MARIE    ANNE    TISON, 

MESPLET, 

PRE.    GAUTHIER,    Nre., 

JEAN    GUILLAUME    DELISLE. 


No.  70. 

Compromise  and  substitution  of  J.   B.  Tison    in  above   bond. 

Et  le  onzi&me  jour  de  decembre  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-quinze  avant- 

midi,  est  comparu  devant  le  notaire  a  Montreal  soussigne,  dame  Marie-Anne 

Tison,  veuve  de  feu  Fleury  Mesplet  de  son  vivant  imprimeur,  en  cette  ville; 

laquelle  a  dit  et  declare  que  s'etant  oblige  solidairement  avec  le  dit  feu  sieur 
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son  6P0UX.  pour  le  montant  d'une  certaine  .omme  m«ntloaii4«  m  roMlntk* 
de  1  autre  part,  pourquol  les  blens  propre.  m  trouveratofit  affMtte  m9m9 
Jean  Baptlste  Durocher,  crfiancler  aussl  y  d^nomm*.  au  pNaMt  aC  locm, 
tant.  Et  voulant  autant  qu'll  est  en  son  pouvoir  ■atlafiUra  4  ettta  obUca- 
tion.  elle  confesse  et  declare  par  ces  pr4senle«,  qu'll  lul  a|»partt«tidfmlt  ma 
somme  de  solxante-sept  llvres.  un  shelllnv  et  neuf  p«noa  ataillac  eomma 
provenant  de  la  succession  de  feue  dame  Marla-Anne  Prlard.  m  mln. 
actuellement  entre  les  mains  de  sleur  Jean  Baptlate  Joaaph  Tlaon.  aaa 
p6re,  pourquol  elle  substltue  le  dlt  sieur  Durocher  en  son  lieu  at  plaea.  doou^ 
droits,  raison  et  action  pour  recevolr  et  percevolr  du  dlt  sleur  aoa  p%t%,  to 
dite  somme  sus-mentionn6e,  pour  demeurer  quitte  k  son  ^gard 
envers  le  dit  sleur  Durocher  sans  prejudice  k  aea  drolu  et 
contre  la  succession  vacante  du  dit  feu  Mesplet,  aon  «pouz,  et  dont  la  dlt 
sieur  Durocher  s'est  tenu  pour  content. 

A  ce  faire  4talt  present  le  dit  sieur  Jean  Baptlste  Tlaon.  pira.  Q«l  a 
•eu  le  present  transport  pour  a^6able  et  se  Test  tenu  pour  blen  et  duement 
signifl4;  et  le  dit  sieur  Durocher  ne  voulant  point  lnqul4ter  la  dlt  alaor 
Tison  pour  le  payement  de  la  dite  somme  de  solxante-sept  Uvrea  ttn 
et  neuf  pence  sterling,  a  dit  et  d6clar4  par  les  pr^santea,  qu'U 
dit  sieur  Tison  un  d61ai  de  deux  ann^es  &  compter  da  oa  jottrdlial. 
le  payement  de  la  dite  somme  avec  I'int6r6t  &  raison  de  six  par  c«»t  annual- 
lement;  payable  en  un  seul  ou  plusleurs  payements  tant  en  capital  qu'ln- 
t6r€ts  k  la  volont6  du  dit  sieur  Tison,  qui  pour  l'ex6cutlon  daa  prtamteik 
a  §lu  son  domicile  en  la  demeure  actuelle  au  Coteau  St,  I»llla  pria  aaCta 
dite  ville,  auquel  lieu,  etc.,  promettant,  etc.,  obllgeant.  etc..  renonc^nt,  ate. 
Fait  et  pass6  au  dit  Montreal,  en  I'fitude  les  Jour  et  an  susdlta,  et  ont  aMm« 
lecture  faite. 

(Sign6)         VEUVE    MESPLET. 

J.   B.    DUROCHER. 

TISON, 

P.  LUKIN.  N.  P.. 

JEAN  GUIL.   L.  DEU8LE.   N.   P. 

No.  71. 

Transfer  to    Pierre    Huguet   dit   Latour  of  above   bond. 

Et  le  vingti§me  jour  de  mars,  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vlnct-dlx-aepC. 
avant-midi.  Est  comparu  devant  les  notalres  &  Montreal,  sniisslgnda.  Jsan 
Baptiste  Durocher,  Ecuyer,  d6nomm€  en  I'acte  ci-devant  4crlt  et 
parts,  cr§ancier  y  mention^;  lequel  a  par  ces  pr^sentea.  transportd 
aucune  autre  garantie  que  de  ses  fails  et  promeaaea  aaulamaat  4 
Pierre  Huguet  dit  Latour,  demeurant  en  cette  ville.  4  oa  priaaot  at 
tant,  la  somme  de  soixante-sept  llvres.  un  shelling  et  nauf  panoa 
a,  lui  due  par  dame  Marie-Anne  Tison,  veuve  de  Fleury  Maaplet,  4 
sur  les  argents  &  elle  appartenant  entre  les  mains  de  sleur  Jean  Baptlata 
Joseph  Tison,  son  p6re,  et  par  lui  payable  dans  le  d41al  da  deux  aaalaa 
avec  les  int6r§ts  stipules  ci-devant.  Lesquels  dlts  lnt«r«U  le  dlt  aleur 
Durocher  transporte  4galement  au  dlt  sieur  Huguet  dlt  Latour:  payaMa 
la  dite  somme  en  un  ou  plusieurs  payements  aJnsl  que  d^crlt  et  dont  la 
dit  sieur  Huguet  s'est  tenu  pour  content  et  satisfalt.  El  pour  fialre  algnl- 
fler  les  pr§sentes  au  dit  sieur  Tison,   les  parlies  ont  conaUtu«  leur 
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reur  le  porteur  leur  donnant  tout  pouvoir,  reconnaissant  le  dit  sieur  Duro- 
cher,  avoir,  regu  payement  et  satisfaction  du  dit  sieur  Huguet,  pour  pareille 
somme  de  soixante-sept  livres,  un  slielling  et  neuf  pence  avec  les  int6rSts 
eclius   et  h  6cheoir,   dont  quittance   et  ont   sign€  a,  Montreal  en   l'6tude  les 

Jour  et  an  susdits. 

(Sign§)         J.  B.  DUROCHER, 

P.    HUGUET    L  AT  OUR, 

P.  LUKIN,   N.  P., 

JEAN    GUIL.    DEL.ISL.E,    .N   P. 

No.  72. 
Discharge  of  above   bond. 

Aujourd'hui  est  comparu  devant  les  notaires  ^  Montreal,  soussign6s 
sieur  Pierre  Huguet  La  Tour,  demeurant  en  cette  ville,  mentionnS  en 
Tacte  de  transport  du  vingt  mars  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-dix-sept, 
port6  a,  la  suite  de  I'obligation  ci-contre  et  des  autres  parts;  lequel  a  reconnu 
et  confess^  avoir  eu  et  regu  de  Mr.  Jean  Baptiste  Joseph  Tison,  pSre;  aussi 
d4nomm6  au  dit  acte,  la  somme  de  soixante-sept  livres  un  shelling  et 
neuf  pence  argent  sterling  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  avec  les  int^rets  sur  la 
dite  somme  calcul6e  jusqu'aujourd'hui  au  moyen  de  quoi  le  dit  sieur  Tison 
demeure  quitte  et  bien  valablement  d6charg6  ainsi  que  tous  autres. 

Dont  acte  requis  et  octroy^  a,  Montreal,  en  r§tude  le  vingt-deux  novem- 

bre,   mil   sept   cent  quatre-vingt-dix-sept  avant-midi,   et  a   signe   avec   nous 

notaires   lecture    faite. 

P.   HUGUET   LATOUR, 

P.  LUKIN,   N.  P.. 

JEAN    GUIL.    DELISLE. 


No.  73. 

Inventory  of  stock  and  furniture  of  the  late  Fleury  Mespiet. 

17  to  20  February,  179 4. 
L'an  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-quatorze,  le  dix-septidme  jour  de  fevrier 
avant-midi,  ^  la  requite  de  dame  Marie-Anne  Tison,  veuve  de  sieur  Fleury 
Mespiet,  imprimeur,  demeurant  en  cette  ville,  rue  Notre-Dame,  tant  en 
son  nom  que  comme  commune  en  biens  avec  le  dit  d^funt  son  6poux  sauf 
&  elle  a.  accepter  ou  a,  renoncer  k  la  dite  communautS,  ainsi  qu'il  avisera 
par  conseil;  S-  la  conservation  des  biens  et  droits  de  qui  il  appartiendra, 
par  les  notaires  soussign6s  pour  la  province  du  Bas-Canada,  residant  a. 
Montreal,  a  6t6  fait  inventaire  et  description  de  tous  les  biens,  meubles 
ustensils  de  manage,  habits,  linges,  hardes,  titres  et  papiers  enseignements 
et  autres  effets  demeur^s  apr^s  le  d^cds  du  dit  sieur  Fleury  Mespiet  et 
qui  etaient  communs  entre  lui  et  sa  dite  veuve  au  jour  de  son  d6cds,  trouv6s 
en  la  maison  ou  la  dite  veuve  est  demeurante,  en  laquelle  le  dit  Fleury 
Mespiet  est  d6c6d6  le  vingt-quatri§me  jour  de  Janvier  dernier  montrSs  et 
enseignSs  aux  dits  notaires  par  la  dite  Marie- Anne  Tison,  apr^s  serment  par 
elle  pret§  aux  dits  notaires  de  montrer  et  enseigner  tous  les  dits  biens. 
Bans  en  cacher  ni  dStourner  aucune  chose,  se  promettant  oH  lis  se  trouve- 
ront  le  contraire  aux  peines  en  tels  cas  Introduits,  qui  lui  ont  6t6  exprim6s 
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par  les  dits  notalres,  aux  biens.  meubles,  prists  ml  esttm^s  dans 

et   entidre  valeur  par  Messieurs  Louis  Hardy  et  ChArlM  Liialcnaa,  4«i 

ont  prists  et  estim^s  en  leur  &.me  et  consclenoe  en  Hvd  an  U 

ainsi  qu'il  suit  et  ont  slgn^  lecture  falte. 

(SipnC)         TISON   MESPLET. 
LOUIS   HARDY. 
LUSIONAN. 
LS.  CHABOILLEZ. 
JEAN   OUIL.   DELI8LE;    N.  P. 

Premi^rement  dans  la  cuisine: 

Un  tournebroche ^,-        24  •• 

Une  cramaySre 11^ 

Un  fer  de  chenets 4^^ 

Quatre  marmites  ensemble !!.#• 

Une  pince,  une  pelle  a.  feu S.Of 

Trois  poeles  a.  frire  ensemble f.ff 

Un  poids  de  quatorze  livres  et  un  sept  llvres  ensemble   .  S.10 

Une  tourtifere  de  cuivre  rouge f.OO 

Une  tourtiSre  de  fer S.OO 

Trois   petits   tr§pieds t.tO 

Deux  grils  ensemble !.#• 

Une  broche  pour  le  tournebroche t.%% 

Une  cramay^re,  une  barre  de  fer  et  deux  crochets,  le  tout  &  dlx 

francs •.#• 

Une  casserole  de  cuivre •••• 

Trois  fers  a,  flasquer •••# 

Une   loqu6te    sur    couvert,    une    terrine   de    fer    blanc   avec  son 

couvert !.•• 

Une  Jarre lt.9% 

Une  soupiSre,  un  plat  et  un  arrosolr  de  fer  blanc .  4.M 

Un  moulin  k  poivre *••• 

Une  passoire  de  cuivre  et  un  poelon  de  cuivre  •-•• 

Un  canard  de  cuivre *^ 

Une  broche *•*• 

Quatre  sceaux  f err§s ••^^ 

Un  couteau  a,  hacher  et  une  sauce-panne,  exisemb:  4.0f 

4  0# 
Six  plats  ovals 

Une  soupiSre " 

Trois  chandeliers  de  cuivre ' 

Un  martinet  et  deux  porte-mouchettes    .  • 

Un  pilon  de  fer liM 

Une  fontaine  de  fer  blanc  et  son  bassln. .  ^^^ 

Trois   ^gohines ^^ 

Une  cuiliere  a,  pot  et  son  6cumolr ^^ 

Une  petite  laiterie ^^ 

Un  pr6  de  balance  de  fer  blanc 

Un  moulin  a.  caf § 

Sec.  II..  IflOa.  19 


3.00 
1.00 
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Deux  boites  de  fer  blanc • cy  4.00 

Un  petit  buffet  avec  sallet 12.00 

Une  table  et  son  tiroir 3.00 

Une  caisse ^-^^ 

Cinq  cadres • 

Un  billot 

Dans   la  chambre: 

Neuf  chaises  peintur^es  en  bleu. cy  8.00 

Six   chaises   tourn§es 18.00 

Huit  chaises  vertes 48.00 

Une  armoire  de  noyer 12.00 

Une  armoire  de  pin 8.00 

Une  table  de  noyer 9.00 

Trois  jalousies 9.00 

Un  miroir  dor6 12.00 

Quatre  cadres 12.00 

Quatre  images 1.10 

Un  coffre  avec  un  tiroir 12.00 

Une  canne  a,  poign6e  de  cuivre 6.00 

Un  lit  consistant  en  une  paillasse,   deux  matelas,  une  paire   de 
draps,    sa    couverte    et    la   couchette    avec    le    tour    de    lit 

complet m4moire 

Six  tasses  fi.  caf6  avec  le  sucrler 3.00 

Une  montre  avec  sa  boite 60.00 

Dans  un  coffre  se  sont  trouvSes  les  hardes  du  sieur  Mesplet: 

Une  redingotte  de  drap cy        24.00 

Un  habit  vert  et  culotte  de  drap  superfln  couleur  jaune 72.00 

Une  veste  verte  de  casimir  brod6 9,00 

Un  habit,  une  veste  et  culotte  drap  noir.. 60.00 

Une  culotte  drap  noir 9,00 

Une  veste  de  taffetas  noir,  une  culotte  de  serge  de  Nimes..    ..  12.00 

Une  veste  satin  broch§ 15.00 

Une  veste  de  sole  ray^e 6.00 

Une  robe  de  cliambre  et  sa  veste  d'indienne 4.10 

Trois  petits  gilets  de  corv6e,  ensemble 4.10 

6  paires  de  bas  de  serge  ensemble 12.00 

Un  casque   de  marte  avec  sa  boite 6.00 

Un  manchon  de  loup 6.00 

Six  couteaux  a,  manche  argent6s . .  9.00 

Six  couteaux  et  six  fourchettes  a  manche  vert 6.00 

Quatre  couteaux  et. quatre  fourchettes  a,   manche  blanc 1.10 

Onze  cuillferes  d'6tain  avec  la  boite 3.00 

Cinq  douz.  et  une  assiette  de  gr6 13.00 

Trois  saladiers.. 3.00 

Deux  petits  plats  creux 1.10 

Deux  sauciers  et  quatre   salliSres  avec   un   moutardier 2.00 

Cinq  petites  holies  de  gr6,  ensemble 2.00 

Un  pot  au  lalt .10 
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Deux  grandes  holies ^  -^ 

Deux  petits  plats  longs j^gg 

Onze  soucoupes  et  cinq  taases..    .  Ug 

Trols  pOts  de  terre  Jaune 1^10 

Un  cabaret  de  Mohagony..   .  gj* 

18  Hvr\%r  1794. 

Un  tableau  pour  les  graines  de  Lion  k  un  TOlame  1 

Deux  apCtres   avec  le   palmier .^ 

Six  cruches  de  3  gallons  de  grfts ...  . /^^ 

Six  p6ts  de  gr6s ^^^ 

Six  grandes  images  estlm6es ^^ 

Dix  do  passion. J^ 

Dp ux  do  passion •j^ 

Un   chapeau. .    . .  • 


Deux  bolles j^lg 

Deux  bonnets  de  coton j^l^ 

Une  robe  de  chambre  Bregoplon  blanc lt.M 

Une  robe  de  couverte li.M 

Un  fusil ii.H 

Un  6tui  a,  razoir  et  la  pierre  ft.  hulle,  ensemble  a.M 
Cent  cinquante-trois  num^ros  de  la  Traduction  de  Bum's  Jus- 
tice, a,  deux  sols  pi6ce,  fait IS.M 

Treize  paquets  dont  les  noms  des  souscripteurs  sont  terits  dessna 

et  qui  doivent  leur  souscriptlon m^molre 

Onze    chemises    estim^es    ensemble f«.<M> 

Douze  calendriers •••• 

Dans  la  salle: 

^euf  verres  a,  patte %,%$ 

Sept  gobelets t.M 

Trois  plus  grands Lit 

Deux  patites  carafes  de  chopine tM$ 

Une  th6idre Ut 

Deux  pots l.Oi 

Une  boite  de  fer  blanc II* 

Seize    f ioles 4.tf 

Trois  carafes,  ensemble t.it 

Huit  nappes  de  Malaie  et  Russie,  ensemble. .  S4.M 

Cinq  draps,  ensemble 11.H 

Quatre  serviettes ^ 

Deux  douz.  de  torchons *-^ 

Une  bergSre ^^ 

Un  thermom^tre *^ 

Un  baromfetre IM.$$ 

Deux  cadres  Louis  XVI  et  La  Relne Lli 

Deux  tableaux  du  Roy  et  la  Relne  d'Anirleterre,  ensemble . .    . .  Hit 

Cinq  grands  cadres  vltrfis  &  sept  llvres  piftce,  lal  »••• 

Six  moyens  cadres  vitr6s 
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Trois  petlts  en  maroquin 6.00 

Deux  petits  cadres  diff^rentes  fagons - 14.00 

Six  tasses  et  soucoupes 4.00 

Un  miroir  a  cadre  dor6 30.00 

Louis  XV  a,  cheval 3.00 

Un  dessus  de  porte  peint 3.00 

Un  pied  d'6tal 1.10 

Une  table  pllante 24.00 

Une  pendule 48.00 

Un  grand  gu^rldon  de  Mohagony 96.00 

Une  table  de  Mohagony  avec  son  tiroir 24.00 

Un  bureau  de  Mohagony 96.00 

Une  petite  table  bleue  avec  son  tiroir 9.00 

Un  grand  carnet  d'etain  avec  un  sablier   de  bois 3.00 

Huit  brochets,   k  chapeaux 4.00 

Deux    paires    de    rideaux    avec    quatre    bagettes    de    fer    et    ses 

anneaux 30.00 

Un  poele  de  fer  avec  son  recoude  et  huit  feuilles   de  tuyaux..  120.00 

Un  chien  de  marbre 3.00 

Un  tr^buchet  a  peser  I'onguent  avec  ses  poids 5.00 

Deux  arrosoirs  de  jardin 6.00 

Une  chaise  d'aisance 6.00 

Dans  le  boudoir: 

Quatre  paquets  de  petites  heures  commenc^e  en  feuille,  estimSs.     cy        24.00 

Deux  paquets  d'A  B  C  frangais  en  feuille 48.00 

Une  rape  ^  tabac 1.00 

Un  paquet  de  Burn's  justice 1.10 

Deux   paquets    de   feuilles   de    Ste-Famille 6.00 

Deux  paquets  en  feuille  de   psautiers  complets 36.00 

Une  presse  complete  a,  papier 18.00 

Un  calendrier  avec  son  cadre .15 

Dans  le  magasin. 

Trois  chapaux  de  castor  k  douze  francs  pifece,  font cy        36.00 

Un  paquet  de  calendriers  perpfituels 12  00 

Un  paquet  de  Ste-Semaine 6  00 

Dix  livres  relics  de  gazettes,  six  francs  chaque 60.00 

Un  volume  des  annales  de  Sainte,  reli§  a 12.oo 

Deux  Burn's  justice,  demi  reliure 6  00 

Un  almanach  royal 3  qq 

Un  dictionnaire  frangais  et  latin 6.00 

Trois  volumes  de  litt^rature g.OO 

Quatre  volumes   Triomphe   de  la  Providence 12.00 

Amis  des  enf ants 2.00 

^" i 3.00 

Un  code  mllitaire 2.00 

Un  St-Frangois  Xavier,  relig .15 

Sept  St-Frangols  Xavier,  deml  reliure 3.10 


[m'lachlan]     FLEURY  MESPLET,  FIRST  PRINTER  AT  MONTREAL 

Dix  llvres  de  prISres  en  sauva^e 

Hult  nouvelles  mgthodes  pour  le  latin.. 

uouze  rules  and  regrulatlone  for  field  exerclM*.  4. 

Un  Paris  en  miniature 

Solxante-cinq  psautlers,  relics 

Deux  douz.  et  .sept  lettrea  de  Clcfiron,  latin,  !•  t^ut 

Dix  ph6dres  latins 

Trente-cinq  anecdotes  en  brochure.. 
Trente-cinq  anecdotes  en  broCliure.. 

Un  plomb  k  papier 

Six  douz.  Sts.  Angres,  k  trente  sols  la  dou«.,  font 

Un  paquet  de  sentences 

Deux    douz.    et    deml.    Amis    des   Enfants.. 

Solxante-cinq  ABC 

Cent  quarante-cinq  bastilles  septentrlonalei,  le   tout   k. 

Trois  cent  douz.  Easy  Rules 

Vingt-trols    constitutions    franqalses    Droits    de    rHomme.    A . . 

Un  livre   de  PrISres   anglais 

Six  Invocations  du  Bon   Sens 

Hult  Jonathas  et  David 

Quarante-six   versifications   frangaises 

Un  receull  de  th^ologie 

VIngt-cinq   ouvrages    de   la   Valinl^re   Cathfichlsme,   ensemble.. 
Sept  vraie  Histoire  Chantante  de  la  Valinlfere  k.. 

Une   Chronique  des  Rois  de  France 

CInquante-quatre   llvres   blancs 

Trente-deux   Constitution  Frangalse 

Dix-liuit  Cath§chlsme  de  la  Confirmation,  le  tout  k. 

Un  paquet  de  cantlques  en  feuille 

Un  paquet  de  Discipline  Mllltalre 

Un  paquet  de  Messe  de  la  Ste-Famllle 

Un  paquet  ABC  frangals 

Un  paquet  de 

Un  paquet  de  Tableau  des  Rues 

Un  paquet  de  lettres  circulalres 

Trois   paquets   spelling  books 

Un  paquet  de   Guide  de  la  Banque   Anglaise.  . 

Un  paquet  d'engagement 

Deux  paquets  de  Vandarac 

Deux  gravures  en  cuivre,  une  Vlerge  «»t  Christ 

Un    paquet   de  DIeu 

Six  paquets  Exemples 

Le  Bill  de  Quebec 

Vingt-six  mains  de  paplers 

Vingt  paquets  de  papier  k  6crlre 

Dix  mains  de  papier  commun 

Six  mains  de  papier  commun 

Dix-huit  mains  de  papier  commun. . 

Trente-six  mains  de  papier  bleu 

Un  lot  de  mains  de  papier,  le  tout 

Douze  mains  de  papier 


€M 


Ltt 


IS 


CM 

IM 
lf.M 

.IS 
lt.M 

t.n 

!.!• 
S.M 

12.M 
2.14 
CM 
CM 
CM 

ICM 
CM 
I.IS 
CM 

ICM 
CM 
CIS 
CM 

ICM 
CM 
CM 
L« 

ICM 

ICM 
CM 
CM 

ICM 

M.M 
7.M 

10  M 


286  ROYAL  SOCIETY  OF  CANADA 

Vingt-une  mains  de  papier  rouge 22.00 

Six  demi-malns   papier  Royale 6.00 

Deux  mains  de  papier  commun 2.00 

Quinze   demi-mains  de  papier  Grand  Royal 30.00 

Une  rame  de  papier  a,  lettre  dor6,  contenant  quarante  cahiers..  18.00 

Quatre  cahiers  a,  lettre  uni 3.00 

Dix  mains  a,  peu  prSs  de  papier  marbrS,  grand,  k 10.0(^ 

Neuf  mains  de  papier  plus  petit  k 9.0O 

Une  boite  pleine  d'oublies 12.00 

Dix-huit  boites  remplies  d'oublies 18.00 

Quatorze  cent  plumes  a,  6crire  k 42.00 

Quatre  douz.  et  trois  crayons 12.00 

Trois  paquets  de  poudre  k  encre  rouge 2.0ft 

Quatre  paquets  de  poudre  k  encre  noire 2.00 

Quatre  fioles  encre  rouge  pr6par6e 4.16 

Onze  paquets  grandes  cartes  blanches 6.00 

Treize  regies  rondes ■. 4.00 

Quinze  paquets  petites  cartes  blanches 2.0& 

Neuf  sabliers 4.10 

Cinq  cornets  de  papier 2.1ft 

Six  cornets  de  cire 6.00 

Cinq  cornets  de  cuivre 5.00 

Un  cornet  d'6tain  quarrg 3.00 

Un  cornet  rond 1.00 

Trois  livres  de  cire  k  cacheter  noire 18.00 

Sept  livres  de  cire  k  cacheter  rouge..    .. 42.00 

Vingt-trois  batons  diff^rentes  couleurs 6.0O 

Deux  tr^buchets  de  chagrin. 12.00 

Deux  tr^buchets   de   Mahogany 18.00 

Cinq  petites  tablettes  avec  leur  crayon 9.00 

Trois  couteaux  d'avoire  k  papier 3.12 

Deux  porte-feuilles  noirs 4.0O 

Deux  porte-feuilles  Maroquin  rouge. .    ..    .• 8.0ft 

Quatre  vers  k  cornets 7.0ft 

Deux  grands  vers  k  cornets 1-Oft 

Six  feuilles  et  deux  morceaux  de  parchemin 12.00 

Une  boite  avec  un  restant  d'oublies I-IO- 

Cinq  timbres 1.00 

Une  §querre  et  un  graphomStre  de  cuivre I-IO' 

II    s'est   trouv6    des    livres    appartenant    k    Edouard    Guille. 
Gray,   Ecuyer,    qu'il   avait   donng   k   vendre    au   sieur   Mesplet: 

Un  Missel 

Six  Rondots 

Un  Breviaire,  4  vols 

Dictionnaire  de  2  vols _ 

Cinq  Virgiles 

Une  Semaine  Sainte 

Un  Diurnat 

Trois  manuels  romalns..    ..    ..    ..'.*.*.*."..**.**.."..**..*'.**  .'.pour  m^moire 
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Trots  manuels  romalns,  5  vols.  <-y    iiiImiiIh 

Une  serlngue l&jit 

Deux  paquets  de  grazettes. ...  :  «# 

Un  livre  anglais If 

Une  petite  bolte  a  Vandarac.    .  .!• 

19  f4vri«r  1794. 

Un  pied  de  Roy cy  \.\% 

Dans  le  haut  de  la  maison: 

L'imprlmerie  complete,  alnsl  qu'll  est  mentionn^  dana  r*uit 
remis  par  Edouard  Guillaume  Gray,  Ecuyer,  qui  a  prfrwiii 
qu'elle  lui  appartenait,  I'ayant  laiss^  &  feu  Mr.  Mespl«t 
s'en  servir  seulement  et  dont   11  sera  seulement  fait 


Une  presse  d.  relleure  avec  ses  ustenslls  complete,  enaembto..     ey      1MJ9 
Cinq  palres  de  cases  neuves,  avec  lea  couvertures  neuvas  Yanva 
le    printemps   dernier   d'Europe   sulvant   la   factura  at   an 
outre   une   paire   de   boltes   rempliea   de   gros   caracttraa, 

pris§es  et  «stim6es  le  tout  & 14ft.ft 

Un  palmier  poele  avec  huit  f euilles  de  tuyaux . .    .  W.Of 

Un  poele  a.  four •♦.•• 

Une  gravure  du  Christ  sur  bols  de  Mahogany,  &..  !••• 

Un  tuyau  avec  dlx  feullles •••• 

Une  volifere ll-t* 

Deux  cages •••• 

Une  cage **** 

Une  chaudi^re  culvre  jaune **^ 

Une  vieille  valise ^V 

Une  boite  S-  chapeau **• 

Un  coffre  rempli  de  papier  lmprlm6 l^** 

Une  caisse  remplle  de  papier  Imprlmfe..  *•• 

Une  caisse  remplle  de  papier  Imprlmfi..  **••• 

Une  robe  de  boeuf ^^•' 

Deux  petltes  couvertes *•** 

Trois  traversins ••'^ 

Un  petit  matelas **•* 

Une  robe  de  boeuf 

Deux  petltes   couvertes * 

Un  petit  lit  de  plume  et  son  traversln..  • 

Une  paillasse  et  la  couchette * 

Un  lit  de  quenoullle,  la  palllaase ^ 

Une  table  a,  tiroir ^  ^ 

Trols  volumes  de  llvres ^^ 

Deux  caisses  de  f errallles ^  ^ 

Deux  caisses  de  ferralUes ^^ 

Deux  caisses  de  f errallles ^^ 

Une  gravure  en  bols  de  Hastlngon  ^^ 

Une  cage  d'^cureull ^^ 

Deux  oreillers ^  ^^ 

Un  bols  de  baudet 
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Un  vieux  coffre 1-^^ 

Un  vieux  coffre 100 

Un  bois  de  couchette 15 

Une  viellle  malle 110 

Quatre  chassis ^00 

Deux  targettes  a,  lit 110 

Un  piSge  a.  rat 3.00 

Une  presse  S.  rouleau 12.00 

Deux  c6t6s  de  cage  grill4 3.00 

Un  del  de  lit 1-10 

Une  plaque  de  plomb 3.00 

Une  pairs  de  pinces 110 

Dans  le  bas: 
Les     tablettes,     cloisons,     et     portes     dependants     du     magasin, 

ensemble 12.00 

Dans  la  cave: 

Une  chaudiSre  de  cuivre 12.00 

Deux  tinettes  et  une  vieille  chaudi^re  de  fer  blanc 1.00 

Cinq  cuves 6.00 

Une  cuve  de  charbon 4.00 

Une  canevette  et  huit  flacons 9.00 

Un  saloir 1.10 

Un  grand  coffre 2.00 

Cinq   douz.   de  bouteilles   a,   quarante   sols   la  douz.,   fait 10.00 

Deux  quarts  vendus  S, 2.00 

Dans  la  cour: 

'  Un  escabeau 1.00 

Une  pioche,  un  rateau  et  un  tripled  le  tout 4.10 

Une  brouette 1.00 

Une  meule  et  sa  manivelle 3.00 

Une  cage  a,  poule 1.00 

Montant  total  des  meubles •. .    ..     cy     4698.05 

Dettes  actives. 
Llvre  A 

Folio     11     Par  Madame  Cazeau cy        17.16 

"         12     Par  Mr.  Fortier 916.15 

14     Par  Philippe  Loubet 100.02 

20     Par  Mr.  Philippe  Loubet 3.00 

23     Par  Me.  Edw.  Guille  Gray,  a,  rggler ta^moire 

"        23     Par  M.  J.  A.  Gray,   a.  rSgler m6moire 

38     Par  Mr.  La  Broquerie 122.06 

104     Par   I'Honorable    de    Longueuil,    a,   rSgler m^moire 

Livre  B. 

No.     39     Mr.  Wm.  Powell cy        64.00 

(52     Mr.  M§zi&re 6.17 

62     Mr.  Langan 18.00 

64     Gap.   Archibald    McDonell 36.00 
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Livre  B 

No.     66     Mr.  Teeple It.H 

75     Mr.  Morllftre..  M.M 

80     Mr.  Gabrion,  &  rCglcr. .  ■JMOiri 

90     Mr.  Montlgny Ml 

118     Mr.   Anctil,  avocat .  tS.tl 

21     Mr.  Le  Brun 14t 

"     117     Madame  Veuve  Fraser. .  tl.ii 

"      110     Jacques  Roux HM 

"      130     Mr.  Pascal  de 9M 

Livre    C     Petits    comptes    dont    partle    sont    dus    et    1«   rMt«    k 

r^gler nfmoir* 

Lettre  D     Jean  Reld,  Ecuyer,  par  son  compte  folio  I..    .  rj      47LM 

Livre  E     Mr.   Thomas   Forsyth,   une   ann6e   d«   QAsette.  U^ 

Folio      1 

2  Mr.  Frangois  La  Pierre cy        ICM 

"           2     L'Honorable  Decorne 7U9 

3  Mr.  Jordan lt.M 

3  Colonel  Campbell lt.M 

4  Mr.  John  Turner lt.M 

*•          5     L'Honorable  Jean  Fraser f.M 

5  L'Honorable   James   Walker lt.M 

5  Docteur  Symes lt.M 

6  Docteur  Jobert lt.M 

6  L'Honorable  James  McQill . .    .  lt.M 

7  L'Honorable  Josepli  Papineau .  li.M 

7  Docteur  Jones !•.## 

8  Mr.  La  Marre  Porlier ITUf 

mtaiolr* 

8  Jean   Bte.   Durocher,  Ecuyer cy        lt.i# 

9  Mr.  Foretler CT      ITl.Of 

memoir* 

9     Mr.  Alexandre  Henry cjr        1I.M 

10     Thomas  Taylor **■•• 

10  J.  H.  Perrault ••••• 

11  Mr.  Jean  delisle,  pdre *•••• 

11  Mr.   M6zi$res *^**^ 

12  Mr.  Maurice  Blondeau **-*^ 

12  Mr.  J.  A.  Gray ***••• 

mtaiolr* 

13  Mr.  Teeple "^^        **••• 

13  Mr.  Ducharme,  pretre **• 

14  G6n6ral   Christie J**** 

14  Flnlay  Fisher •*■ 

15  Mr.  Winter 

15  Mr.  John  McGill ^^^ 

16  Mr.  John  Piatt ^^^ 

17  Mr.  Shefflin ^^^ 

17     Mr.  Jacques  Cartier 
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Folio     18     Mr.   Etienne   Dulgnion 25.10 

19     Mr.  Foucher,  flls 4.10 

19  Mr.  Mailloux,  ptre 61.10 

20  Mr.  Lukln,  notaire 18.00 

«20     Mr.  Gibb,  tailleur 18.15 

21  J.  G.  D61inel,  flls 90.00 

m^moire  k  r^gler. 

22  Mr.  Hoyle cy        18.15 

22  Mr.  DesriviSres  Beaubien 18.15 

23  Mr.  Le  Houlier 13.10 

23  Me.  De  Lotbinidre 40.10 

24  Messrs.   de  Lottini^re  et  Symes 13.10 

24  Mr.  Anctil,  avocat 13.10 

25  Mr.  Dillon 13.10 

25  Mr.  Duchouquet 18.00 

26  Mr.  Trudeau,  tailleur 31.00 

m^moire 

26  Mr.   Standfleld 3.00 

27  Mr.  Joseph  Nolin 3.00 

27  Mr.  RasQony 2.05 

28  Jean   Donagany,   a  r§gler m^moire 

28  Me.  Russell,  avocat cy        14.05 

29  Melle  LaValterie,  k  r^glev mSmoire 

29  Mr.  La  Promenade cy        13.10 

30  Duncan  Fisher ..  12.15 

30  Mr.    Joseph    Perrault,    charpentier 6.00 

31  Mr.  Thomas  Sullivan 2.05 

31  M.  Barthelotte  Dartigny 18.00 

32  L'Honorable  Ant.  Panet 18.00 

33  Madame  Des  Fonds 18.00 

33  Tliomas  Walker,  Ecuyer 14.00 

34  Mr.  Hubert 10.10 

34  Mr.  Ferguson 16.10 

35  Mr.  Racicot 7.10 

35  Mr.  Dumaine 19.10 

36  Mr.  L.  Olivier 19.10 

36  Mr.  Filion 10.10 

37  Mr.   Taschereau 19.10 

37  Mr.  Alex'  Dumas 18.00 

38  Mr.  Corbin 6.10 

38  Mr.  J.  B.  Hervieux 15.00 

28     Mr.  Dubaron 15.00 

39  Mr.  Jacques  Roux,  d,  r§gler mSmoire 

40  Mr.  Duchesneau 19.10 

40  Mr.  Ferri^re 2.05 

41  Mr.  FerriSre 16.10 

41  Mr.  Frank 13.10 

42  Mr.  Labadie 38.05 

42  Mr.  Bonavy  Panet 81.00 

43  Frederick  Singer 81.00 
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Folio     44     Monselgmeur  de  Singer 
44     Mr.    A.    Gopellier 

44  Sr.  A.  Gosselln . . 

45  Mr,   McFarlane. . 

"         45     Mr.  Llebert 

46  Mr.  Sketchley 

Llvre  F.     Par  Mr.  Labadle. . 
Feullles  volantes: 

No.    AA    Par  M.  Durocher 


BB 

CC 

DD 

EE 

FF 

GG 

HH 

II 

KK 

LL 

MM 

NN 

OO 


cf 


tot 

lf.l« 
if.if 
if.i« 
it.it 

Lit 

iis.te 
tJt 


Par  Mr.  Lambert . .    . . 

Par  Mr.  John  Robb 

Par  Mr.  Fisher 

Mr.  Brown,   compte  &  rfigler. .    . 

Par  Mr.  Oldham ' 

Par  Mr.  J.  A.  Gray,  &  r6gler. . 

Par  M.   Perrault 

Par  Mr.  Delisle,  compte  k  r^gler .  . 

Par   Mr.    Anctll 

Par  Mr.  Foretler 

Par  Mr.  Ducalvet 

Un  bon  de  Bernler  et  Jones  pour 

Un  billet  de  Mr.  Igrnace  Bourassa  pour  la  somme  de. 
Cinq    bons    de    dix-sept    shelllngs    de    Mr.    Foretler 

falsant 

Par  Jugement   et  execution  paraph6  Q.  O.  D.  centre 

Jean   Bte,    Larchevesque 

Par   jugement    paraph^    Q.    G.    D.    centre    Jean    Bte. 

Moliftre,  et  les  Int6ret8  &  ajouter.. 


<T           i.U 

Ctt 

ft4.0t 

mimolrtt 

r          4.tt 

m^molre 

y        tZ.lt 

memoir* 

y        4f.tt 

144.t4 

•4S.tt 

St-tf 

iss.tt 

M.tt 

n.tt 

tt.it 

20  Wvrier   1794. 


Un  paquet  contenant  environ  quatre  cent  solxante- 
qulnze  piastres  argent,  papier  deB   EtatB-Unls. 

de  nulle  valeur,  pour mtmotrt 

(«       pp    -po^j.    gamuel   David,   compte   &   r^gler  uiimolrt 

"       QQ    Par  feu  George  Smyth <*y        fl.tt 

'*       RR    Par  Mr.  M 8.tt 

SS    Par  Mr.  Llebert 40.0t 

"        TT     Par  Mr.  Montlgny JS.Of 

"       W    Par  M.   Nash,  compte  &  r^gler mtnolrt 

"       UU    Par  Benjamin   Barry,   8   mols  de   Oasetto  Ctt 

XX     Par 14.1S 

YY    Par   Mr.   Plilllipps T7.lt 

"       ZZ    Par  Mr.  Young  Geoller llt.tt 

"       &&    Par  Jean  Bte  Neveu 4t.tt 

"       &va  Par  M.  Alex  Serres 14.0t 

Porte-feuille    AB.     Sept    comptes    et    billets   dues    per   divers..  110.17 

Montant  des  dettes  actives tttTdt 
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Dettes   passives. 

Aux  h^ritiers  Chenier  et  Aubuchon  pour  deux  quartiers  de  lover 
de  la  maison.  ^hus  le  premier  de  mai  prochain  &  cin- 
quante  liTres  par  chaque  trois  mois,   fait 

Pour  frais  fun^raires,  de  feu  M.  Mesplet 

A  Samuel,  pour  la  cire 

A  Mr.  Ijardy,  pour  cinq  pains 

Au  Docteur  Bender 

A  La  Coste,  perruquier 

A  Mr.   Sheffler,  suivant  son  compte 

A  Mr.  Jos^  M.  Perrault 

A  Edouard  Guillaume  Gray  pour  livres  qu*il  avalt  donn6  & 
vendre  au  sieur  Mesplet  suivant  son  compte  se  moatant 
&  vinst>cinq  livres  quatre  shellings  et  six  pence  sta'Ung; 
sor  qool  il  y  aura  &  dMuire  les  livres  qui  restent  in- 
vendns  ainsi  qu'il  est  port$  an  present  inventaire  pour 
m&oaoirev  compte  &  r§e^er 

An  dit  sieur  Gray,  Tancienne  imprimerie  avec  ses  caract^res. 
et  autres  ustoasils  en  d^pmdant,  appartenant  le  tout  au 
dit  sieur  Gray,  comme  Tayant  achet4  par  encan  public 
ne  rayant  pass£  au  sieur  Mesplet  que  pour  s*en  servir.. 

A  bon  a  Gibb,  taiUeur.  suivant  scm  compte  affirm^ 

A  John  Fisher,   marchand.   suivant  son  compte 

A  Mr.  La  Mare  porli^-,  suivant  son  compte  affirm^ 

A  Francois  Trudeau.  suivant  son  compte  affinn^ 

A  M.  Jacques  Le  Moine^  de  Quebec,  suivant  sa  lettre  en  date 
du  dix  f^vrier,  courmnt  la  somme  de 

A  Mr.  Berber,  suivant  obligatioii  la  somme  de  sept  mille  deux 
coits  livres,  sans  y  comprendre  les  int&^ts  qui  doivent 
y  «re  ajout^s 

A  M.  Marass^,  suivant  son  e(Mnpte,  la.  somme  de *. .    . . 

A  Jean  Bte.  Dunxdior,  £cuyer,  suivant  son  oblisation 

A  Mr.  Jonathan  Abraham  (3ray,  suivant  son  billet  du  18  aoUt 
17SS,  jasquTan  18  Janvifa-  1794,  avec  int^^ts 

A  Mr.  fimond.  de  Qu^beo,  pour  balanee  de  compte 

A  I^illippe  lioubet.  suivant  billet,  la  somme  de 

A  Mr.  de  LonsoeuU  pour  loyer 

A  Mr.  Ti«?rtg¥Mm.   sotvant  ohiisatioa  la  somme  de 

A  Madame  Mesplet  veuve,  pour  son  deull.  la  somme  de 

A  Oiarles  Rascony 

A  J.  G.  Delisle,  suivant  son  compte 

A  J.  G.  Delisle  pour  tradactloQ .... 

Montant  des  dettes  passives  oommoes 

n  fkut  obseiTrar  que  par  le  contrat  de  mariase  de  t&i  sieur 

Mesplet  et  la  dite  De  Marie-Anne  Ttson,  sa  veuv*^  II  est  fiait 

nention   qu^il  i^^M'tlaftdrait  4  la  dite  vevve   Me^dirt   quTelle 

avalt  apport^  4  son  dit  mariage  et  qu'elle  sTest  r«9»v€  nature  de 

propfe  la  somme  de  trois  luDle  viast-deux  livres  dix  sols  oa 

aCi^ltinss  de  vinst  cc^HNres.  poor  laqi»elle  somme  et  an-dela  dte 

avalt  consenti  deux  obligation^  dont  ane  4  M.  Charles  liusl- 

sxkan  et  Tautre  it  Jean  Bte.  Diirodiei^  Beafei 


300.00 
53.00 
23.12 
S.M 
12.08 
12.08 
&8.00 
32.88 


m6molre 


memoirs 

cy         98.88 

19801 

SS2.88 

90.88 

553.08 


7200.00 
1764.12 
3145.11 

1347.04 

158J14 
3428.88 

588l88 
U88.88 

19SJL8 
24.88 

SSTJS 

80.88 

5127904 
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Titr«t  ^t  papi«rc. 

Contrat   de    marlage   entre   Mr.    Fleury    Ifesptot  •€   DIta.   Ifafto 
Anne  Tison,  en  date  du  11  avril  1790,  aos  olaaM*  •!  mm* 

ditions  y  contenues,   No.  et  cottft t'n 

Une  liasse    de    papiers    intltul6    Coroptes   t    BtlUu.    tuw^mtatUm 

et  cottfis Dv«x 

Une  liasse  de  paplers  lntitul4  Paplera  Inutlles.  ate.,  ■wwl— 

dettes,   Inventorle,  cott6 TihIi 

Une  liasse  de  paplers  lntltuI6  Paplers  da  Roblneaa  Qw^tf 

Une  liasse  de  paplers  Intitule   Dettes  paastvaa    .  n»q 

Une  liasse  de  paplers  Intitule   Quittance ma 

Une  liasse  de  paplers  intitule  Petits  Llrrea  at  Boos  a^pt 

Une  liasse  de  paplers  Intltulft  Lettres M«it 

Un    paquet    couvert    de    papier   bleu    contenant   rarvMit    papisr 

des  Etats-Unis 

Un  porte-feuille  marqu6  en  dedana  A.  B^  ooDt«muit  daa  quit- 
tances et  comptes  dus 

Un  repertoire  marqu6  depuls  la  lettre  A  juaqa'4  oalla  Z.  ■ 

Un  llvre  de  souscrlptlon  k  Bonne  Justice,  oontenant  holt  pac«« 

Un    livre   de   compte   contenant   vin^-quatro   pacta 

Livre  E     Un   llvre    de   compte   contenant  qtiatra-vlnst-qvatflraa 

pages 

"      D    Un  llvre  sur  lequel  11  n'y  a  que  troia  paces  d'e0tr4aa 

et  qui  ne  contient  que  le  eompta  de  Mr.  Raid. 

"       C    TJn  llvre  de  compte,  contenant  diz  pacaa  dcrtt—  aas- 

lement  le  reste  blanc 

A    Un     livre     de     compte,     contenant     clnquaate^oatrt 
pages  et  demle  dont  une  pace  et  demla  A  la  te 

et  le  reste  blanc 

"      B    Un    livre    de    compte,    contenant    cent    quatra-Tlact- 

trelze  colonnes 

"      F    Un    petit    livre    contenant    aeulencnt    qvatra    pafa* 

d'^crites '^**' 


«c 


Ce  fait  apr6s  avoir  vaqu6  depnis  la  dlle  beure  joaqoa 
soir  et  qu'il  ne  s'est  plus  rlen  trouv6  &  InTentorlar  a  itd  < 
contenu   au   present   Inventaire   est   demeur*   en   la   tmr&»  et   poi 
la  dlte  dame  Marie-Anne  Tison.  veuve  Meaplet.  qui  m.  prog>*«  >• 
trer  et  exhlber  toutes  fois  et  quand  alia  an  aerm  raqvtoa 
cas  qu'elle  d^couvrirait   quelque  choae  qui  anralt  P*  y» 
inventaire  de  le  declarer  aux  llns  d'etre  ajout*  A  la 

Et   ont   sign6   avec   nous    Norea  k   Uoatrimi,  la 
cent   quatre-vingt-quatorze,   et  ont   aicn*. 

(Sl«n6)        TISON    MBSPLBT, 
LU8IONAM. 
LOUIS  HARDT. 
LS.   CHIBOnJJBm    It.   P, 
JBAN  aUILLRL  PWJW*    *•• 
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Renunciation  of  community  of  goods   by   Madam   Mesplet  with  her   late 

husband. 

Aujourd'hui  est  comparue  par  devant  les  notaires  de  la  province  du 
Bas-Canada,  rSsidant  a,  Montreal,  soussi&n^s,  Dame  Marie-Anne  Tison, 
veuve  de  sieur  Fleury  Mesplet,  Imprimeur,  dec6d6  le  vingt-huitiSme  jour 
de  Janvier  dernier,  la  dite  comparante  demeurant  en  sa  maison  sise  en 
cette  ville,  rue  Notre-Dame;  laquelle  a  par  les  pr^sentes  renonc6  a,  la 
communaut^  de  biens  qui  a  6t6  entre  elle  et  le  dit  dSfunt,  son  6poux,  pour 
lui  etre  plus  on^reuse  que  profitable,  jurant  et  affirmant  en  son  a,me  et 
conscience  devant  les  dits  notaires  n'en  avoir  pris  ni  appr6hend6  aucun 
bien  et  ne  s'y  §tre  immisc6e  en  fagon  quelconque;  sous  toutes  fine  que  la 
pr§sente  renonciation  puisse  nuire  ni  pr^judicier  aux  droits,  noms,  raisons 
et  actions  de  la  dite  comparante;  s'en  tenant  aussi  k  son  douaire,  prSciput, 
reprises  et  autres  conventions  k  elle  accord^s  par  son  contrat  de  mariage. 
Dont  et  de  ce  que  dessus  elle  a  requis  acte  aux  dits  notaires,  pour  lui 
servir  et  valoir  ce  que  de  raison;  et  pour  faire  inscrire  et  signifler  les 
pr^sentes  k  qui  il  appartiendra,  la  dite  comparante  a  fait  et  constitu§  son 
procureur,  le  porteur  des  prgsentes,  lui  donnant  pouvoir  de  ce  faire. 

Fait  et  pass6  au  dit  Montreal  en  I'^tude  de  Jean  Guillaume  Delisle,  Tun 
des  notaires  soussign^s,  I'an  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-quatorze,  le  vingt 
f^vrier  aprSs-midi;  et  k  la  dite  comparante  sign§  avec  nous  notaires, 
lecture  faite, 

(Sign6)         MARIE- ANNE     TISON, 
VEUVE    MESPLET, 
J.    P.   GAUTHIER,   Ecr.,   Ntre., 
LOUIS    THIBAUDEAULT, 
JEAN    GUILL.   DELISLE. 


No.  75. 
Sale  of  stock  and  furniture  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Fleury  Mesplet. 

24  to  27  February,  1794. 

L'an  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-quatorze,  le  vingt- quatriSme  jour  de 
f§vrier,  a,  neuf  heures  du  matin,  k  la  requisition  de  sieur  Louis  Hardy, 
demeurant  en  sa  maison  sise  en  cette  ville,  rue  Notre-Dame,  curateur  61u 
par  I'assemblfie  des  amis  de  feu  Fleury  Mesplet,  de  son  vivant  imprimeur 
k  Montreal,  k  la  succession  vacante  du  dit  sieur  Mesplet  homologu§  par  les 
honorables  juges  de  la  cour  des  plaidoyers  communs  pour  le  district  de 
Montreal,  ainsi  qu'il  appert  par  le  certiflcat  de  Me.  Reid,  greffier  de  la  dite 
cour,  en  date  de  vendredi  dernier  vingt-uni$me  jour  du  present  mois  de 
f^vrier,  11  va  6tre  par  les  notaires  k  Montreal,  soussign^s  proc6d6  k  la  vente 
publique  des  mobiliers  dependants  de  la  dite  succession,  compris  en  I'inven- 
taire  qui  en  a  6t6  fait  par  les  dits  notaires,  commenc^e  le  dix-septi6me  jour 
du  present  mois  de  fSvrier  et  continu6e  par  ajournement  ainsi  qu'il  appert 
au  dit  Inventaire,  trouv§  en  la  maison  du  dit  Fleury  Mesplet,  imprimeur, 
sise  en  cette  ville,  rue  Notre-Dame.  La  dite  vente  pr^alablement  annonc6e 
hier  k  la  porte  de  I'Eglise  paroissiale  de  cette  ville  k  I'issue  du  service  divin 
par  Jacob  Kuhn  et  annoncg  ce  Jourd'hui  par  le  mgme  au  son  de  la  cloche 
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aux  princlpales  rues  de  la  ville  et  faubourr  de  Montrtel.    L« 
«xpos6s   en  vente   publlque  par  le  dit  Jacob  Kuhn.  jur«  criear.  qoS  a^Ht 
avoir  regu  en  ch^re  et  sur  enchftre,  lea  a  adjuf««  aux  plus  offrmat  cC 
ench^risseur   pour  les   sommes   et   aux   p«rioniiM   montlonnica   %nt 

de  la  pr6sente  vente,  alnsl  suit  I'entr*©, 

M.  Tlson,  un  tournebroche,  une  brooht^,   un   poldt  de  quartorae 

et  un  poids  de   sept  llvres    . .  cy        11.M 

Barth  Billion,   une  cr6may$re S  j) 

Pierre  Papier,  une  paire  de  chenets..    .  tM 

N.  Bellerlve,   une   marmlte a.0# 

Jacques  Aveline,  une  marmlte..    ..  4.H 

Barth  Billion,  une  marmlte 9.ff 

N.  Adhemar,  une  pelle  et  une  plnce..   ..  1.19 

Jacques  Aveline,  une  poele  d.  frlre..    .  %,%% 

N.  Luslgrnan,  une  poele  fi.  frlre J.11 

N.  Lardy,  une  poele  a.  frlre 1.H 

Louis  Hardy,  une  tourtlSre  de  culvre 11.M 

Pierre  Beaujeu,  une  tourtl^re  de  feu tJ9 

N.  Chaboillez,   Nore.,   trols   petits  tr6pieds 1.11 

M.  Bellerlve,  un  grit LM 

Pierre  Papin,  un  grit LM 

Md.  Foucher,  la  Jeune,  une  casserole  de  culvre  avec  son  cou- 

vert  SL I.M 

Tison,  pdre,  trols  fers  k  flasquer $JH 

Jean  Bte.  Levesque,  une  coquette Jl 

Luslgrnan,  une  souplfere   de  fer  blanc 1.10 

Luc  Berthelet,  un  plat  et  un  arrosolr  de  fer  blanc. .  1.0# 

Billion,   un   moulln   k   polvre T.9i 

Rascony,   une   passoire   de   cuivre Ui 

Dufour,   un   poelon  de  culvre 4.00 

F.  Vinelier,  un  canard  de  cuivre 4.1S 

Tison,  une  broche,  quinze  sols .11 

John   Gom,   deux  sceaux  ferrfis 1.1S 

Jacques  Aveline,   deux  sceaux  ferrfia 4-Of 

Billion,  un  couteau  k  hacher  et  une  saucepanne..  4.M 

William  Clarke,  six  plats t,U 

FranQoIs  Tison,  trols  chandeliers  de  cuivre IJU 

Rascony,  un     martinet  et  deux  portes-moucCiettes. .  IM 

jr'apln,  une  fontaine  sans  bassln  et  la  monture..  S.H 

Jean  Reeve,   un  pllon  de  fer §••• 

Billion,  une  Egohine *«•• 

Tison,  p6re,  deux  Egohlnes ^^ 

Mde  Foucher,  la  veuve,  une  cuilldre  &  p6t  et  un  *cumoir  I.M 

I.   Pelletler,  une  paIre  de  balance  de  fer  blanc S.M 

John  Fes^ien,  deux  boites  de  fer  blanc 1.00 

Pierre  Fournler,  un  moulln  ft.  caf6 t-lO 

Finlay,  deux  boites  avec  de  la  ferallle O-IO 

Jean  Chonapen,  une  bolte  avec  de  la  ferallle  1^ 

Luc  Berthelet,  un  souf flet *••• 

John  Zorn,  une  rape  et  cacheaux  de  fer  blanc,  le  tout..  !••• 

Billion,  deux  targettes,  banc  de  fer *••• 
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Ltvsisiian.  une  barre  de  fer 

Ftelay,  un  fasil 

JosL  Donesany,  on  lot  de  vaisselle  de  fer  blanc 2.01 

Hardy,  one  canne  de  jooc 5.M 

John    Gunlack.    deux   p6ts   de   grfes 5.1i 

Jean  Chonafrer.  quatre  petits  p6ts  de  grte 4J.0 

Luc   Berthelet,   deux  cratdies  de  grfes T.dt 

John  Gunlack,   deux  cruches  de  gr^s 4.0S 

Thomas  Thiefplin.  deux  cruches  de  grts US 

W.   Claiice.   une  th4i$re,  six  tasses  et  soucoupes  et  le  sncrier. 

ensemble 5JS 

G.  DeUsle,  un  cabaret 2L.M 

Rascony.   six  tasses  et  soucoupes  4  cafe 3.fO 

M.  Idge,  une  cdiaodidre  de  cuivre  et  stm  tripled   h 15.00 

ThcMnas  Thi^plin.  une  cCiaiididre  de  coirre SwOO 

Mde  Foucher.  la  jeune.  trois  jalousies,  neof  livres. .  -.. 9^0 

Jos^>^  Doneeany.  quatre  petits  cadres X.05 

Billion,  deux  petits  cadres LIS 

Ths.  Thi^idtD.  quatre  petits  cadres;  trois  lirres 3.04 

Piore  Fnette.  un  Christ COO 

John  Gray,  trois  Christ 19.00 

Bunarvy.  une  tmace  ^  un  cadre 119 

Bunarvy,  cinq  imaees  cncadrtes 3^0 

Jos.  Donesany,  un  dessns  de  pQrte>p^ntre 110 

Bimon.  deux  tahicaux  da  Boy  et  de  la  Belne «J.3 

Pi^re  FB4»in.  deox  tableanx  snr  pULtre  du  Boy  ^  de  la  Bdne 

de  Fkanoe 2.09 

J.  G.  Deli^e.  un  pettt  amMoir  de  judtai 109 

Veuve  Mesplet,  on  srand  arrosc^  de  Jardin 2.12 

Button,  une  gratte  et  un  ratean 2:12 

Jean  Ddisle,  ume  hache 3.00 

de  «er €.00 

2J0 

r,  la  'vcwrew  un  hamm^r^   sept  ii^res 703 

God^roy  Galow.  un  uawtthct  4 9.00 

on  UHMKlMMi  de  lonp SwOO 

ay.  «n  casq«e  de  ■natte  avae  an  botte 24.05 

nn  ctepean 5O0 

un  6tni  aTec  deux  rasoirs  et  la  pifttie 303 

uw  ua  robe  de  chaantee. 12J5 

eer.  une  rabe  de  eowmte 8.00 

uw  une  ledlngtttte  de  drap m.#0 

bonaper.  nn  babtt  de  Aap 3S.00 

UK,  van  eilalte  de  dnp ....  12.OO 

I  Po—wi,  1  babit  aair ..   ..  ISOO 

I  BruMwiy  we  calotte  nofce 70S 


3O0 
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Pierre  Lemleux,  une  veste  sole  et  cotton  4.«f 

Luc  Barthelet,  une  veste  satin   brod^e tJ* 

Sam  Street,  une  robe  d'lndienne  avec  la  v*>»U'  f.ff 

Pierre  Lemieux,   trols  grllets  de   flanelle . .  4.lf 

Bellair,  sept  paires  de  bas  de  solr  4.10 

Chs.   Chapins,   deux  balles |,lf 

Pierre  Lemieux,  trois  chemises..  lO.lt 

Bellain,   trois  chemises 4,§l 

Gunn,  trois  chemises 4jf 

John  Gunlach,  deux  chemises..  4.U 

Q.   Donegany,  deux  calegons. .    ..  l.l# 

W.  Clark,   deux  bonnets  de  coioi  Ul 

Banet  Mettan,  deux  nappes..    .  ll.M 

Chapins,  deux  nappes 1%J$% 

Wm.  Clarice,  deux  nappes lt.19 

L  M.  Levesque,  deux  nappes lO.M 

Ch.  Smallwood,  une  paire  de  draps..  X.1S 

A.  Jobert,  une  paire  de  draps i,9% 

Ch.  Smallwood,  un  drap t,## 

Curot,  fils,  une  table  de  pain .1ft 

L  Donegany,  trois  serviettes IA% 

1.  Donegany,  un  vieux  linge .!• 

Sam  Clark,  trois  p6ts  de  terre,  ensemble X.tl 

John  Colcoph,  douze  assiettes  de  faience,  le  tout  tM 

Jm.  Papin,  une  douzaine  Dre.  Pre Mi 

Luc  Berthelet,  une  douz.  et  demie  Dre.  Pre.,  le  tout..    .                               !.#• 

Papin,  quinze  assiettes  do.,  le  tout..  t.lS 

Lambert,  deux  bassins,  ensemble 4.ii 

Luc  Berthelet,  deux  plats  ronds,  ensemble S.M 

John    Gunlack,    six    holies,    ensembles    quarante-clnq    sols . .     . .  IM 

Luc  Berthelet,  deux  petits  plats,  ensemble l.#« 

Jos.   Flemau,   un   saladler   et   un    boll,    enspmhie  .17 

Flemau,  un  lot  de  tasses  et  soucoupes..  .1* 

Luc  Berthelet,  deux  sauclers,  ensemble . .  l.tO 

J.  Flemau,  six  couteaux  et  fourchettes. .  lt.it 

Gordon,  six  couteaux  manches  argent^s,  ensemnuv  4.1* 

Biron,   une  montre  d'argent   avec  la  bolte..    ..  ..                                          ii-ii 

Jh.  Flemau,  deux  saladiers,  ensemble  t-it 

Fr.  Frink,  deux  cadres,  ensemble •••• 

Frink,  quatre  cadres  a  hult  livres  plAce,  fait..  tl-ii 

J.   G.   Delisle,   un  cadre *••• 

Luc  Barthelet,  un  cadre *••• 

Fleman,  trois   cadres ^-^^ 

Gordon,  un   cadre  avec  le  calendrier.  *••• 

Delisle,  dix  images  k **•*• 

J.  G.  Delisle,  deux  images,  ensemble.  *••• 

Delisle,   six  Images,   ensemble *••*• 

Flemau,  treize  calendriers,  ensemble . .  *••• 

Billon,   six   crochets   a   chapeau.   ensemble  *^* 

Brindamour,  une  grande  image 

SecII.,  190a    » 
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Flemau,    un    miroir   plus   grand 12.05 

Tison,  un  miroir  plus  grand 40.00 

G.  Ring,  un  gru6ridon 96.00 

Delisle,  une  table  de  noyer  noir 57.00 

Dellsle,  une  petite  table  de  mohagany 13.05 

W.    Nadford,    une    petite    statue    equestre 5.00 

Flemau,  une  pendule 85.10 

Bamer  M.,   un  pi^destal  de  piatre.; 1.14 

Baumer  M.,  une  paire  de  rideaux  avec  la  tarjette,  le  tout..    ,.  20.00 

Tous.  Pelletier,  un  pOt  de  faience .13 

J.  Donegany,  deux  boites  de  fer  blanc,  ensemble 2.00 

Luc  Berthelet,  une  th§iSre  et  un  pOt  au  lait,  ensemble .10 

Jos.  Donegany,  une  douz.  flolles  k  moutarde,  le  tout .13 

Jean    Chasdin,    quatre    petits   flacons,    ensemble 2.02 

Th.  Donegany,  un  p6t  de  terre  et  un  flacon,  ensemble  huit  sols.  .08 

J.  M.   Hupp6,   une  caisse  avec  neuf  flacons,   le  tout 6.15 

Pre.  Fiset,  une  paire  carafCes  k  eau 3.10 

J.  Donegany,   trois  gobelets  de  cristal,    ensemble 1.07 

Tison,  p&re,  six  gobelets  de  cristal,  pour  quarante 2.09 

Donegany,  quatre  vers  k  patte,  ensemble 2.08 

Li.  Hardy,  cinq  vers  k  patte,  ensemble 2.01 

Bellerive,   un  p6t  et  deux  flacons,   ensemble .18 

Pre.  Fiset,  trois  carafCres,  ensemble 7.15 

Luc  Berthelet,  une  cage  k  oiseau 3.15 

Donegany,  une  cage  k  oiseau 2.00 

Tison,  p^re,  une  rame  de  papier  imprim§e  en  A.  B.  C 10.00 

Fr.  Sarro,  une  rame  de  papier 11.05 

Tison,  p6re,  un  lot  d'A.  B.  C.  Latin 3.05 

J.   B.  Choidrer  Donegany,   quatre  paquets   de  petits   themes  im- 
primis Imparf ait,  le  tout .16 

Donegany,    seize   brochures    de    pri^res    sauvage,    le    tout    pour.  .10 
Sarro,   trois   paquets   de   brochures   intitul6es    La   Devotion   aux 

Sts-Anges,  le  tout 2.10 

Mr.    Saurrien,    un    paquet    de    psautiers,    le    tout    pour 24.00 

Saumers,  un  paquet   de  psautiers  pour 31.00 

Saumers,  deux  cent  soixante-dix-sept  brochures  de  la  d§votion 

k   la  Ste-Famllle,  le   tout 6.00 

Donagany,  un  lot  de  livres  d'6coles  anglais,  imprimis,   le  tout.  16.00 

L.    Saulniers,    soixante-cinq    petits    alphabets,    le    tout    pour..  7.00 
I.   B.    Castonguay,    La  Bastille   Septentrionale,    145    exemplaires, 

le  .tout  pour.. 4.00 

Chs.  F61ix,  regies  pour  convertir  le  cours  d'argent  et  des  pro- 
vinces d'Amgrique,  308  exemplaires  pour 3.10 

Tison,    pfere.    Constitution    Frangaise,    23    exemplaires,    le    tout.  2.00 

D.  David,  un  livre  de  priftres   (Anglais) 3.02 

Farkell,  six  Innoculation  du  Bon  Sens,  le  tout  pour 1.00 

F.    Savantes,   Dialogues    Curieux,    21    ex.,   le   tout   pour 2.17 

Chs.    Adam,    TragSdie    de    Jonathas,    12    exemplaires,    le    tout..  .15 
L,    Lavoules,    trente-six   abr6g$s    de    la    versiflcation    frangaise, 

le  tout  pour 2.00 

P.  Pepin,   un  livre  de  thfiologie  pour  c^ironologie,   pour  seize.. 
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F.  Sarault,  hlstolres  chantantes  de  Mr.   LAvallnUre Ml 

Bte.   Proulx,   vlngrt-neuf  constitutions  franoalMs,   |«  tout  poor.  1.17 

F.  Sarault,  neuf  series  ex.  manuel,  le  tout  pour..    .,  •* %M 

F.   Savant,  instruction   pour  la  conflrmatlon,  le  toot  poor..    ..  tOJ 

Ch.  Smallwood,  vingrt-un  llvres  blancs Ijf 

F.  Sarault,  un  paquet  de  cantlquea..    ..  I.jf 

Jos.  Farkell,  discipline  mllitaire  pour .If 

Dubois,   messes  de  Ste-FamlUe  pour l.ff 

Guoin,   un  paquet  de  Tableau   de  Ruea  de  Monlr<?al..  l.if 

Beaujeu,   un  paquet  de  lettres  clrculairea. .  .It 

Chairoy,  engagement  pour  le  pays  d'en  haut .  S.W 

Delisle,  p6re,  un  paquet  de  Sandrac 4.M 

Lusignan,   deux  grravures   en   cuivre 6.10 

Tison,  p$re,  trente-sept  paquets  de  Jeux  de  dame.  le  toat  k..  2.10 

Jean  Bouthlllier,  trois  paquets  d'exemples  H. .    . .  l.li 

Hardy,  deux  paquets  d'exemples  fi. IJH 

G,  Reid   Greffler,  vingrt  paquets   de   paplers  IL  6crire. .  lf.M 

Ths.  Letams,  Le  Bill  de  Quebec Jf 

Chs.  Lusignan,  vingt-cinq  mains  papier  k  6crlre .  IMi 

Chs.  Lusignan,  10  mains  papier  ft  6crlre •.•• 

Fentayson,  six  mains  paplers S.M 

Mr.  Delisle,  p6re,  dix-huit  mains  paplers lf.M 

J.  Bouthlllier,  douze  mains  papier  bleu 7.10 

I.   Boutheiller,   douze    mains    paplers   bleu t.Ot 

.  I.  Boutheiller,   onze  mains   papier  bleu 7.i( 

J.  G.  Delisle,  un  lot  de  papier t.Ot 

Gauthier,  douze  mains  paplers  ft  6crlre 10.ff 

Th.  Walker,  douze  mains  papier  rouge lt.M 

J.  B.  Boutheillier,  douze  mains  paplers  rouge tJf 

J.   G.  Delisle,   six   mains  paplers  rouge 4.07 

A.   Desery,   six  demi   mains   papier  royal S.10 

F.  Freingue,  deux  mains  paplers  royalle S.11 

E.  Luslgnan,  quinze  demi  mains  papier  royal 4LM 

J.  G.  Delisle,  une  rame  papier  ft  lettres  dorfi  sur  tranches..    ..  1I.M 

F.  Treingrue,  cinq  demi  mains  papier  ft  lettre,  unl tM 

Chs.  Luslgnan,  dix  mains  paplers  marbr§ t.#0 

Luslgnan,  huit  mains  paplers  marbr6   (petit) •••• 

J.  Reid,  une  boite  d'oublies •••• 

J.  Boutheillier,  trois  boites  d'oublies *••• 

Crossby,  trois  boites  d'oublies *^* 

Alex.  McLeod,  trois  boites  d'oublies ••I* 

Tison,  pSre,  trois  boites  d'oublies •^^ 

L  G.  Delisle,  trois  boites  d'oublies..    '. *•*• 

Crossby,   trois  boites  d'oublies *-*• 

James  Finlay,  trois  boites  d'oublies *••• 

J.  Reid,  un  cent  plumes  ft  6crire **^* 

Tison,  p6re,  un  cent  plumes  ft  6crire *•*• 

J.  Reid,  un  cent  plumes  ft  6crlre *^' 

J.  Reid,  un  cent  plumes •*** 

J.  G.  Delisle,  un  cent  plumes ^'J 

P.  Fortier,  un  cent  plumes 

Isidore  Lacroix,  un  cent  plumes 
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J.  Reid,  un  cent  plumes 4.10 

Delisle,  p^re,  un  cent  plumes 5.10 

P.   Fortier,   une   cent   plumes 5.10 

J.  keid,  un  cent  plumes 6.00 

Tison,  p^re,  un  cent  plumes 6.00 

A.  et  McLeod,  un  cent  plumes 4.00 

Labissanl§re,  cinq  paquets  plumes 5.05 

Garfriend  Glasgow,  dix  crayons  noirs 2.11 

Bellaire,  douze  crayons  noirs 4.05 

Tison,  p§re,  deux  douz.  crayons  noirs 8.10 

Tison,  fils,  huit  crayons 3.00 

P.  Fortier,  six  crayons 2.03 

Tison,  p6re,  trois  paquets  d'encre  rouge 2.08 

J.  Reid,  quatre  douz.  d'encre  noire 3.00 

P.   Fortier,  une   fiolle   d'encre  rouge  pr6par6e .15 

P.  Papin,  une  fiolle  d'encre  pr6par6e .15 

Delisle,  p^re,  une  fiolle  d'encre  rouge .15 

Une  fiolle  d'encre  rouge .19 

Wm.  Edge,  deux  sabliers 1.00 

P.  Papin,  deux  sabliers 1.00 

J.  Fortier,  deux  sabliers 1.00 

Frs  Lanouette,  fils,  trois  sabliers 1.04 

E.   Edwards,    six   paquets   de   grandes   cartes   blanches,    un   6cu.  3,00 

Lemoine,    cinq   paquets   de   grandes   cartes   blanches 6.00 

Th.  Donegany,  deux  regies  rondes 2.07 

J.  Papineau,  une  regie  ronde 1.14 

M.  Delisle,  p§re,  deux  rdgles  rondes 1.04 

David  David,  deux  regies  rondes 1.15 

John    Bell,    une   regie    ronde 1.16 

E.  Fortier,  deux  regies  rondes 1.04 

I.  D.  Inkell,   une  rdgle  ronde 1.17 

P.  Dubois,  une  r^gle  ronde 1.03 

E.  Edward,  cinq  paquets  cartes  blanches 2.10 

David  David,  six  paquets  cartes  blanches 4.15 

E.  Edward,  cinq  paquets  cartes  blanclies 3.10 

Tison,   p6re,   cinq  cornets  papiers  cinquante  bols 2.10 

Tison,  p^re,  six  bonets,  cuir,  six  francs 6.00 

Tison,   p^re,   cinq  bonets   cuir,   quatre  livres   quinze   sols 4.15 

J.  Donegany,  un  carnet  quarrS,  cinquante  sols 2.10 

J.  Papin,  un  carnet  rond,  trente  sols 1.10 

Tison,   p§re,  une   livre  de   cire  noire,   huit  livres   cinq  sols..    ..  8.05 

David  David,  une  livre  de  cire  noire,  huit  livres  cinq  sols..    ..  8.05 

I.  Edward,  une  livre  de  cire  noire  sept  livres  dix  sols 7.10 

Tison,  pdre,  une  livre  cire  rouge,  six  francs 6.00 

E.  Edward,  une  livre  cire  rouge,  six  francs 6.00 

Delisle,  p§re,  une  livre  cire  rouge,   six  francs 6.00 

P.  Fortier,  une  livre  cire  rouge,  six  francs 6.00 

E.  Edward,  une  livre  cire  rouge,  six  francs 6.00 

Dr.   Jobert,    une   livre   cire  rouge,   six   francs 6.00 

J.  G.  Delisle,  une  livre  cire  rouge,   six  francs 6.00 

E.  Edward,  un  paquet  cire  rouge,  cent  cinq  sols 5.05 

Delisle,  p^re,  un  tr6buchet,  douze  livres  quinze  sols 12.15 
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Dellsle,  iin  trfibuchet,   dix  livres  dlx  »ol«..  !§.§§ 


Tison,   p6re,   un  trfibuchet. 


IClf 


L.afantal8le,   un  trfibuchet I^U 


S.M 


l.#7 


Ls.  Hardy,  un  tr6buchet  de  petite  tabletu*. 

Delisle,   p6re,  une  palre  de  petitea  tabletteH  _ 

Dezery,  une  palre  de  petite  tablette..   ..  I^j^ 

Sangulnet,  une  palre  de  petite  tablette.  2.M 

Dubois,    un   couteau    d'ivoire., 

Jobert,  un  couteau  d'ivoire. .    . 

Mesplet,   un  couteau  d'ivoire Uj 

Tison,  un  porte-feuille  noir t.fl 

Gunn,  un  porte-feuille  petit..    .  Ml 

Dezery,  un  porte-feuille  rouge J.lf 

Dubois,  un  porte-feuille  rouge..    ..  •.#! 

J.  H.  Donegany,  une  seringue tJH 

Fr.  Sarro,  trois  paquets  de  Spelling  Book,  le  tout  Mf 

Glasgow,    un   petit   dictionnaire    anglaJs    . .  l.lf 

Haldimand,  quatre  vers  fi,  encre,  ensemble.  .M 

Rasconi,  quatre  vers  a,  encre,  ensemble.  .  Jll 

I.  G.  Delisle,  six  vers  k  encre,  ensemble .17 

I.  G.  Delisle,  un  cornet  d'6tain  avec  trois  vers,  le  tout  4.1f 

Tison,  p6re,  un  paquet  d'A.  B.  C.  frangals 1.1S 

J.   G.  Delisle,   six  feuilles  de  parchemin    . .  t.M 

J.   Pepin,   deux  brochures  et  une,  le  tout l.M 

J.  A,  Degray,  une  boite  avec  des  oublies,  le  tout 1.17 

J.  Delisle,  cinq  timbres,  ensemble %.%$ 

Powis,  un  §querre,  un  pled  de  Roy  et  un  rapporteur.  1©  tout..  4.M 

Jan  Finlay,  un  paquet  de  gazette l.ll 

D.  Jobbent,  une  boite  desandorac l.*4 

David  David,  deux  vol.  Dictionnaire  de  Boyer. .  iJi 

Li.  Hardy,  un  cornet  Sanderac l-l* 

David  David,  un  chien  de  marble  cass4 l-H 

David  David,  un  lot  de  brochures t.19 

John  Finlayson,  un  lot  de  plomb  et  ferrallles..  l-l* 

Rascony,  un  lot  de  brochures l-l* 

Lafantaisie,  deux  flacons   ap^stre,  ensemble.  i-O* 

De  Gray,  un  lot  de  brochures •!* 

J.  Lafontaine,  un  berceau lOLdf 

Jobbert,  une  table  en  pied  de  biche,  dix-neuf  sols..    .  t.lf 
Tison,  un  bufCet. 


ICM 


Simon  Clark,  une  grande  volidre *••• 

C.  Wagner,  une  table  avec  un  buste,  le  tout 

Rascony,    une    chaise    d'aisance *-^ 

Rindfle,  une  petite  laiterie 

Rascony,  une  table 

Berthelet,    une   Jarre   dix    llvres I9,9t 

Berthelet,  un  poele  de  fer  avec  8  feuilles  de  txiytin  et  Ic  recoude, 

le  tout 

Wagner,  huit  chaises  peintes  en  bleu,  le  tout  ••!* 

Luc  Berthelot,  6  chaises  tourn^es,  ensemble ^^^ 

J.  L.  Lafantaisie,  8  chaises  tourn^es,  ensemble.. 


S.M 


Lit 
4.«7 


MM 
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M.    Edward,    sept   cent   quatre-vingt-sept   livres   ou    environ    de 

caractSre   neuf   d'imprimerie   avec  les   cases,    le   tout..    ..  1620.00 

Pre.  Pepin,  le  bord  d'un  ciel  de  lit 1.00 

Mr.  Edward,  un  poele  Palmier 66.00 

Fortier,  une  poele  a,  fourneau 73.10 

Pre.  Papin,  un  cofCre .13 

Jos.  Fortier,  un  bois  de  Beaudet 2.01 

P.  Pepin,  un  coffre 1.04 

C.  Wagner,  une  couchette 3.08 

Tison,  pSre,  quatre  vieux  chassis  vitr^s 5.00 

M.  Edouard,  une  presse  a,  rouler 12.00 

Pre.  Pepin,  une  valise 2.10 

Luc  Berthelet,  une  couchette 2.01 

W.  Edouard,  une  presse  St  relieure  avec  les  outils  n^cessaires,  le 

tout 51.00 

Edward,  une  petite  presse  k  papier  pour 28.00 

Tison,  pdre,  une  armoire 20.00 

Tison,    p^re,    plancher   du   mag-asin 16.00 

Chs.  Wagner,  deux  paillasses,  un  lit  cottonier 15.00 

M.   Fortier,   un  lot   bouteilles 9.00 

C.  Vendelac,  trois-quarts  vindes 3.03 

C.  Vendelac,  un  saloir 3.12 

Jh.  Canada,  un  coffre 4.10 

W.  Clarke,  un  lot  charbons 4.15 

I.  Furkell,  un  tas  futailles 4.15 

C.  Vendelac,  un  m  atelas  et  un  traversin 10.15 

Roscaud,  une  robbe  de  beuf 6.02 

Roscaud,   une  robbe  de  beuf 14.10 

Witteman,  un  lit  de  plumes 17.00 

W.  Eare,  Junior,  deux  oreillers  et  un  traversin 6.00 

Turkell,  quatre  couvertes 5.11 

Allard,  une  cage  S-  poule,  un  marche-pieds,  une  vielle  brouette.  1.16 

H.  Wittman,  une  table 6.10 

Ce  fait  aprSs  avoir  vaqu6  jusqu'a,  midi  precis  et  qu'il  ne  s'est  plus 
rien  trouv6  k  vendre  ayant  exactement  suivi  I'inventaire  a  6t6  copi6  et 
exp6di6,  et  ont  sign6, 

JACOB   KUKN. 


Na.  76. 

Power  of  attorney  from   C.   Louis   Hardy,  curator  of  estate   Fleury    Mesplet 

to  Michel    Dubord. 

Par  devant  les  notaires  de  la  province  de  Quebec,  r§sidant  a  Montreal, 
soussign6s, 

Fut  present  Me.  Louis  Hardy,  demeurant  en  sa  maison  sise  en  cette 
ville,  rue  Notre-Dame,  curateur  en  justice  2i  la  succession  vacante  de  feu 
Fleury  Mesplet  de  son  vivant  imprimeur  a,  Montreal,  lequel  a  fait  et 
constitu€  pour  son  procureur  g6n6ral  et  special,  le  sieur  Michel  Dubord, 
un  des  convives  de  sa  Majesty  en  cette  dite  province,  demeurant  ordinaire- 
ment  dans  la  ville  de  Quebec  auquel  il  donne  pouvoir  de  pour  lui  et  en 
son  nompergevoir  toutes   les  sommes  de  deniers  qui  peuvent  Stre  actuelle- 
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ment  dues  a,  la  dlte  succession  vacante  par  le«  dlff^rmiu  maacripi^un  k  Ia 
ci-devant  Gazette  de  Montreal,  le  lon»  du  n«uve  St  Laur«it  m 
et  dans  la  ditte  vllle  de  Quebec:    de  recevolr  lea  dltM  mmuam 

bonnes  et  sufflsantes  quittances  en  son  nom.  et  k  d«faot  d«  pay 

suivre  Juridiquement  les  d6blteur«  de  la  dlte  sucoeMlon  MMpl«t  obCwilr 
ment  et  les  faire  mettre  en  execution  et  lur  le  tout  pl«ld«r. 
61ire  domicile  substltuer  un  ou  plusieurs  procureurt,  Im  r«voqa«r  91 
constituer  d'autres  et  gr6n6ralement  falre  par  le  dit  procureuf  oom 
tout  ce  qu'Il  avisera  toujours  pour  le  plus  srand  avantuctt  d«  la  dlta  __. 
cession  promettant  le  dit  sleur  constltuant  le  ratlfler  toutes  fola  el  qiMod 
11  en  sera  requis  obllgeant.  etc.;  fait  et  pass^  au  dit  Montr««J.  en  r«f«d« 
de  Jean  Guillaume  Dellsle,  I'un  des  notalres  souslfnte,  I'an  mil  sept  e«U 
quatre-vlngt-quatorze,  le  dlx-hultlftme  jour  de  juin,  aprte-mldl  et  a  !•  dit 
sleur  constltuant,   sigm6  avec   nous  notalres.   lecture  Calte. 

LOUIS    HARDY, 
LOUIS   THIBAUDEAU, 
JEAN   GUILLAUME 


G  No.  77. 

Extralt  du  testament  de  Jean  Baptlste  Tlson,  du  date  de  27 
1794.    "Donne  et  l^gue  k  Marie-Anne  Tlson.  sa  fllle.  paretUe  ffAmnw  4«  Mat 
cinquante  chelins  de  vingt  coppres.  payable  deux  ana  aprta  !•  dioto  da  dit 

testateur. 

No.  78. 

Judgment  in  favour  of  J.  Marie   Desautels  vs  Charles  Berger  and  Fleury 

Mesplette. 

Exp6diez,  Exn.,   22  Juillet  1785. 

Dette    £364  2s  3d.      Frais   £6  3s  2d  =  £370  68  6d  =  $1,681.10. 

Entre  Joseph  Marie  Desautels  comparant  par  Me.  Walker,  avocat  denaa- 
deur,  d'une  part,  et  Charles  Berger  et  Fleury  Mesplette.  Impiimeurs  maao» 
ci6s,  comparants,  savoir  le  dit  Charles  Berger  par  Me  Mesl#r«.  avoeat,  «!  !• 
dit  Fleury  Mesplette,  en  personne — D^fendeurs,  d'autre  part.  Apr#«  qua 
Me.  ^alker  pour  le  demandeur  a  conclu  que  sa  declaration  tendant  k 
fixer  la  condamnation  contre  les  d«endeurs  au  paiement  de  la  somme  de 
trois  cent  soixante  et  quatre  llvres  deux  chelins  et  trols  denlers  do  oour« 
actuel,  due  au  demandeur  pour  argent  prfitfi  et  par  oompte.  avec  Int^rtta 
et  d^pens.  Le  dit  Fleury  Mesplette,  un  dea  d^endeurs.  a  dll  qu'U  rtooo- 
nalt  la  dette  et  confesse  Jugement  tant  pour  lul  que  pour  le  dit  Charles 
Berger,  son  associfi.  Me  M6zi6re.  avocat  du  dit  Charles  Berger  a  dit  qu'U 
supplie  la  Cour  lui  permettre  de  foumir  sa  defense  JeudI  prochaln  aux  flat 
de  prouver  qu'une  execution  ne  peut  sortlr  contre  lul  attendu  qu'U  n'eat 
point  associS  en  cette  dette  avec  le  dit  Fleury  Mesplette.—Partlea  oolea  la 
Cour  donne  acte  au  demandeur  de  la  confession  du  dIt  Mesplette  t  admst 
le  dit  Berger  a,  prouver  jeudi  procTnaln  qu'il  n'eat  point  rassocl«  ds  FtoorT 
Mesplette  dans  le  cas  present.— Le  tout  consider^.  La  Cour 
dits  dgfendeurs  a  payer  au  dit  demandeur  la  somrae  de  trols 
et  quatre  livres  deux  chelins  et  trois  denlers.  contenue  en  U  dfdaraUoa  do 
demandeur,  aux  int4r§ts  de  la  dite  somme  k  compter  de  c«  Jour  J^W^ 
actuel    paiement.    et   aux   dfipens    taxfis   k   six   Uvres   trcls   chelins   St    ' 


304  ROYAL  SOCIETY  OF  CANADA 

deniers, — sauf  cependant  au  dit  Berger  comparant  par  Me  Mezi^re  a,  faire 
voir  ^  huitaine  qu'ex§cution  ne  peut  sortir  centre  lui  n'etant  point  associ6 
en  cette  affaire. — Mandans,  etc. 


No.  79. 
From  la  Gazette   Litteraire  pour  la  ville  et  district  de  Montreal,  2  juin  1779. 

TANT   PIS  TANT   MIEUX. 

Le  papier  P^riodique  est  sur  le  point  d'etre  interrompu,  tant  pis.  Plu- 
sieurs  disent  au  contraire,  qu'6tant  aplaudi  g§neralement  il  sera  continue, 
tant  mieux. 

On  emploie  tout  pour  I'aneantir  I'imprinieur  et  la  presse,  pour  priver 
par  ce  moyen  le  public  de  s'^clairer  et  de  s'instruire,  tant  pis.  Les  per- 
sonnes  de  bon  sens  disent  k  cela,  le  bon  droit  de  Timprimeur,  rutilit§  de  la 
presse  et  requite  d'un  Gouvernement  6clair6,  emp§cheront  I'effet,  tant 
mieux. 

On  se  plaint  qu'il  r^gne  trop  de  liberte  dans  les  Merits,  et  que  les  auteurs 
ne  m§nagent  persone,  tant  pis.  Mais  aussi  dit-on  que  cette  naivete  est 
absolument  n§cessaire  et  qu'il  est  &,  propos  de  chatier  les  moeurs  en  riant, 
tant  mieux. 

Dans  I'imprimerie  on  met  les  hommes  a,  la  presse,  on  les  y  6corche  tous 
vifs,  tant  pis.      Mais  c'est  pour  les  rendre  meilleurs,  tant  mieux. 

Le  spectateur  tranquille  est  hai,  et  tous  les  ouvrages  dans  lesquels  11 
critique  trop  ouvertement  lui  font  bien  des  enemis,  tant  pis.  Mais  tous  les 
honn§tes  gens  que  la  bonne  conduite  met  Sl  convert  de  ses  coups  I'esti- 
ment  tout  plein,  tant  mieux. 

La  derni§re  Production  de  I'lng^nu  a  fait  murmurer  contre  I'auteur  et 
rimprimeur,  tant  pis.  Mais  I'un  et  I'autre  dSdaignent  tous  ces  propros 
sourds,  et  n'y  font  pas  la  moindre  attention,  tant  mieux. 

On  dit  que  le  spectateur  tranquille  aurait  d\X  manager  un  peu  plus 
Simon  Sanguinet  comme  son  confrere,  et  qu'il  devait  se  taire,  puisqu'il 
ne  lui  en  revenait  rien  de  plus,  et  on  I'accuse  meme  d'avoir  agi  par  un 
esprit  de  vengeance,  tant  pis.  Mes  le  spectateur,  dit-on,  ,avait  raison  de  se 
venger  d'un  homme  qui  ne  m6rite  pas  m§me  le  moindre  coup  d'oeil  d'un 
lionnete  homme,  et  les  observations  du  spectateur  I'ont  fait  connaitre,  par 
consequent  m6priser,  tant   mieux. 

II  est  prouv6  qu'il  a  usurpg  une  succession,  tant  pis.  Mais  aussi  il 
paralt  clair  qu'il  restituera  honteusement  au   centuple,   tant   mieux. 

Plusieurs  approuvement  pas  que  Pierre  Ducalvet,  Ecuyer,  ait  mis  au 
jour  tant  de  v6rit6s  qui  n'6taient  paa  connues,  et  11  est  biam§  d'avoir  tout 
dit,  tant  pis.  Mais  ses  int^rets  particuliers  et  le  bien  public  I'ont  oblige 
de  le  faire,  et  toutes  ses  d-marches  ont  procure  I'avantage  qu'il  en  atten- 
dait,  tant  mieux. 

On  n'a  pas  §t6  dupe  du  Sincere  Moderne,  son  adresse  est  ironique,  et 
s'il  6tait  connu  on  pourrait  le  rembarrer,  et  je  crois  qu'il  s'en  repentirait, 
tant  pis.  Mais  ne  pourrait- il  pas  faire  encore  pis,  et  si  cela  arrivait  que 
dirait-on,   tant   mieux. 

Tous  les  petits  Saints  se  sont  ligu6s  centre  le  Papier  P6riodique,  lea 
auteurs   et  I'imprimeur,   tant   pis.      Mais   les  grands    Saints   les   couvrent  du 
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leurs  ailes;     sub   umbra  alarum,   eorum  ambulant,  tant   miaux. 

AussI,   tout  bien   consld6rd   on   trouvera  <lu  tant   pia   el  du   tant   mi 
Tant  pis  pour  les  una  et  tant  mieux  pour  lea  autre*. 


No.  80. 

From    Memoires    de    Pierre    de    Salles    Laterriire    at    aaa    traveraaa.   Mition 
intime,    Quebec    1873.     Pagaa    117*119. 

"  Quelques  Jours  aprds  que  ce  despote  de  gouvemeur  de  HmXt 
mal&r§  la  majeure  partle  de  son  conBell  et  Topinlon  du  juffe  aa 
L.lvlus,  homme  vertueux  et  Juste,  et  anglais  dans  toute  la  force  do 
eut  pris.  sur  lul  de  porter  atteinte  au  privilege  du  aujet,  Je  via  arriver 
ma  chambre  comme  prlsonniers  d'Etat  aussi,  un  avocat  appel6  Jotard  el  uo 
imprimeur  appel6  Fleury  Mesplet  Inculp^s  le  premier  d'etre  rfdacteor  aC 
le  second  imprimeur  d'un  papier  connu  sous  le  nom  de  Tant  pia,  tant  miaoav 
du  genre  llbellique,  qui  se  permettalt  d'attaquer  la  aage  politique  du  gou- 
vernement  anglais  et  surtout  de  combattre  le  despotlame  du  Sulaae  Haldl> 
mand. 

L'6ducation  de  ce  Jotard  4talt  solide  sans  etre  accomplle.  II  «talt  latl- 
rique  et  sophistique  comme  un  avocat,  avec  un  front  d'alrain  qua  rtaa 
n'^tonnait,  ivrogne,  faux  et  menteur  comme  le  diable  et  grand  ^plcurien:  U 
haissait  tout- ce  qui  4tait  anglais,  pour  quelle  raison?  Je  ne  I'al  jamaia  pa 
savoir.  En  outre  il  6tait  plein  de  pr6Jug6s,  J^suite  surtout  et  fort  mauYaJa 
ami.  Mesplet  diff^rait  de  Jotard  par  I'^ducatlon,  son  talent  c*4talt  d'Ctra 
ouvrier  imprimeur,  il  avait  des  connaissances  pourtant;  mala  U  e'en  falaalt 
accroire,  et  ne  parlant  que  d'aprds  son  r4dacteur  d'ailleurs  fourbe  et  menteur 
presque  autant  qiie  celui-ci  et  d'un  g^nie  mfichant;  si  son  6poua«  qui  #talt 
tr§s  respectable,  ne  I'avait  a  douci,  il  aurait  4t€  capable  de  blen  dca  clM 
indignes  d'un  honnete  homme. 

Une  couple  de  mois  aprds  on  amena  encore  dans  ma  chambre  un 

du    nom    de    Charles    Hay accuse    disait-on    de    correapondance    aTao 

I'ennemi 

Me  voiia  oblige  de  vivre  avec  trols  strangers  buvant  k  la  m«me  taaae 
de  prisonnier  d'6tat.  Je  ne  fus  pas  longrtemps  sans  donner  la  pr*f*- 
rence  a,  M.  Hay  k  cause  de  sobri6t4  et  de  l*4galit4  de  son  humeur  ce  qui 
causa  de  la  Jalousie  aux  deux  autres;  des  disputes  s'ensulvlrent  et  &  la  tin 
des  coups.  J'^tais  Jeune  et  vigoureux;  blen  souvent  Hay  noua  a«paralt 
ou  le  tourne-clefs  et  la  garde  §tait  obligee  de  venlr.  J'avala  alTaire  k  Jotard 
et  a.  Mesplet  ensemble,  I'un  ne  m'attaquait  pas  sans  I'autre  ou  aana  appetar 
I'autre  fi.  son  secours;  ^leureusement  que  Je  les  rossals  toua  lea  deux  k  moo 
aise  et  Je  n'avais  besoin  que  du  t^molgnage  de  Hay  qui  connalasalt  laora 
torts^ils  ne  m'insultaient  d'ailleurs  que  quand  lis  ^talent  Ivrea  c'eat-4-dlra 
presque  tous  les  aprds-midis  tirant  sur  le  solr.  Ce  t^molgnage  Impartial 
me  mettait  §.  I'abri;  ils  avaient  beau  falre  et  ^crlre  au  gouvemeur,  favala 
toujours  raison  puisque  Je  me  battais  fL  mon  corps  dWendant.  Que  falre? 
Disait  le  gouvemeur,  le  mettre  en  prison!  II  y  est  d^Jft  qu'll  y  reate  done! 
Et  c'Stait  \k  toute  la  satisfaction  qu'Ils  recevalent, 

Les  Spouses  de  Hay  et  de  Mesplet  avaient  obtenu  permlaalon  de  TwUr 
voir   leurs  maris. 

Pierre  de  Salles  Laterrifere  was  Imprisoned  at  Quebec  from  the  Wth  of 
March  1779  to  November  1782  for  ^lavlnfiT  favoured  the  Invaaion  d  tho 
Bastonnais. 
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LIST  OF  APPENDICES. 

A.  Books  printed  by  Mesplet  of  which  rOne  or  more  copies  still  exist 
arranged  chronologically. 

B.  Books  printed  by  Mesplet  extant  or  mentioned  in  contemporary 
writings,    arranged   according   to    subject. 

C.  Documents   from    Canadian   Archives — Haldimand    Collection. 

1.  Letter  from  C.  Berger,  PCiiladelphia,  29th  March,  1775,  to  Fleury  JMes- 
plet  at  Quebec. 

2.  Anonymous  letter  with  Latin  nom  de  plume,  Montreal,  24th  February 
1778,  believed  to  have  been  addressed  to  Mesplet  warning  him  of  impending 
danger. 

3.  Memorial  from  Mesplet  to  Carleton  asking  permission  to  publish  a 
newspaper.  May  1778. 

4.  Prospectus  of  proposed  newspaper. 

5.  Letter  from  adjutant  general,  Quebec,  25th  June,  1778,  to  Brigadier 
General  Powell,   at  Montreal   ordering  Mesplet  to   quit  the   province. 

6.  Letter  from  Haldimand  at  Quebec,  29th  June,  to  Powell  at  Montreal 
ordering  that  Jautard  as  well  as  Mesplet  quit  the  province  before  the  15th 
of  September. 

7.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Montreal  asking  Carleton  to  suspend  order 
for  expulsion  of  Mesplet  from  the  province,  August  1778. 

8.  Notice  by  Edward  Foy,  secretary  to  Grovernor  General,  suspending 
the  order  for  the  banishment  of  Mesplet,  Montreal,  24th  August,  1778. 

9.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Haldimand,  Sorel,  28th  Sept.,  1778,  to 
Cramahg,  Lieut.  Governor  at  Montreal,  complaining  of  an  item  in  "our 
Gazette." 

10.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Cramahg,  Montreal,  1st  Oct.,  1778,  to 
Haldimand  intimating  that  he  liad  cautioned  "our  printer"  regarding  his 
"  penchant  to  the  popular  cause." 

11.  Letter  from  Mesplet,  Montreal,  4th  January,  1779,  complaining  of 
the  persecution  to  which  he  has  been  subjected  and  asking  the  person  to 
whom  the  letter  is  addressed  to  help  to  influence  the  Governor  General  in 
his  favour. 

12.  Poetry  offered  by  Pdre  Well  for  publication  in  the  Gazette  but 
refused. 

13.  Letter  from  Haldimand,  Quebec,  15  February,  1779,  to  Montgblfler, 
Superior  of  the  Seminary  at  Montreal,  intimating  that  Mesplet  had  been 
warned  to-  desist  from  attacking  the  church. 

14.  Letter  from  Judge  Rouville,  Montreal,  27th  May,  1779,  to  Haldimand 
complaining  of  Jautard's  attitude  towards  the  Court  and  of  his  severe 
criticisms  of  it  in  the  Gazette  of  the  26th  May  1779,  a  copy  of  which  he 
sends  with  the  latter.  The  articles  complained  of  are  a  letter  "Aux  Honnetes 
Citoyens,"  by  Valantin  Jautard,  avocat,  describing  his  being  expelled  from 
Court.  AN  letter  signed  "Le  Spectateur  Tranquille",  (written  by  Jautard) 
complimenting  Jautard  on  his  dignified  demeanour  before  the  Court  on  his 
expulsion.  A  letter  by  Pierre  Ducalvet,  to  the  same  purport,  and  another 
letter  to  Judges  Rouville  and  Southouse  criticizing  their  action  in  expelling 
Jautard. 
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15.  Letter  from  Haldlmand,  Quebec,  lit  June,  177»,  to  Judc«  RouTllto 
acknowledging  receipt  of  his  letter  and  the  OftMtte  and  promUInc  ACtloa 

in  the  matter. 

16.  Warrant    slgrned   by  Haldlmand,   Quebec,    l«t  June.    177f.  ordering 

Major  Nairn  to  arrest  Mesplet  and  Jautard. 

17.  Letter  from  Haldlmand,  Quebec,  Ist  June.  177»,  to  Major  Nairn  at 
Montreal  explaining  the  warrant. 

18.  Letter  from  Haldlmand  same  date  ordering  Nairn  Ao  send  priMMMn 
to  Quebec  by  schooner  Mercury. 

19.  Order  by  Haldlmand  same  date  for  Wm.  Halero,  commander  of 
Provincial  armed  schooner  to  proceed  to  Montreal  with  his  veesel  and  .ttaar* 
await  instructions. 

20.  Letter  from  Nairn,  Montreal  6th  June,  to  Haldlmand  advising  that 
Jautard  and- Mesplet  had  been  arrested  and  their  press  and  type  put  under 
seizure. 

21.  Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Haldlmand,  Quebec,  7th  June,  1779,  to 
Lord  Germain,  minister  at  London,  advising  that  Mesplet  and  Jautard  h^id 
been  arrested  for  seditious  conduct. 

22.  Petition  from  Madam  Mesplet,  15t:i  July,  1779,  asking  for  the  speedy 
trial  of  her  husband. 

23.  Petition  from  Mesplet,  26  Sept.,  1780,  to  Haldlmand  asking  to  be  set 
at  liberty. 

24.  Petition  from  LaterriSre  and  Mesplet,  Quebec,  30th  April,  1781,  to 
Haldlmand  asking  to  be  permitted  to  exercise  In  prison  yard. 

25.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Daniel  Claus,  Indian  Interpreter 
and  agent  at  Montreal,  27th .  Sept.,  1781,  to  Haldlmand,  advising  that  ha 
had  prepared  and  published  a  Mohawk  primer. 

26.  Memorial  from  Jautard  and  Mesplet,  Quebec  7th  Aug.,  1782,  to 
Haldlmand  asking  for  a  speedy  trial  or  to  be  released. 

27.  Memorial  from  Madam  Mesplet  (not  dated)  to  Haldlmand  asking 
for  !iier  husband's  release  and  offering  two  sureties,  for  his  good  behaviour. 

D     Documents  from  the  manuscript  division  of  Library  of  Congress. 

28.  Extract  from  Journal  of  Congress,  23rd  February,  1776:  Resolution 
to  pay  Mesplet  $44  for  printing. 

29.  Extract  from  Journal  of  Congress:  Resolution,  26th  February,  177f, 
to  engage  Mesplet  as  printer  to  go  to  Canada. 

30.  Extract  from  Journal  of  Congress:  Warrant  same  date  to  pay 
Mesplet  $200  for  moving  to  Canada. 

31.  Extract  from  Journal  of  Congress:  Resolution,  27th  May,  1785,  to 
pay  Mesplet   $426    on  account   of  his   expenses   to  Canada. 

32.  Memorial  of  Mesplet,  Montreal,  1st  Aug.,  1783,  to  Congress  asking 
compensation  for  losses  as  printer  to  Congress. 

33.  Narration  by  Mesplet  of  events  during  journey  from  Philadelphia  to 
Montreal  in  1776,  presented  to  Congress,  1st  Aug.,  1783. 

34.  Representations  of  Mesplet,  dated  at  Montreal,  27th  March,  1784, 
to  Congress. 

35.  Answers  of  Mesplet  to  questions  by  Committee  of  Congress  (no 
date). 

36.  Affidavit  of  Joseph  Perinault,  Philadelphia,  March  Slst,  178$ 
testifying  to  the  espionage  to  which  Mesplet  had  been  subject. 
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37.  Affidavit    of    Isaac     Melchor,     same     date,     testifying     to    Mesplet's 
Imprisonment  at  Quebec. 

38.  Affidavit  of  P.    G.  Breton  and  James  Valiant,   same   date,  certifying 
to   Mesplet's  setting  ofC  as   printer  for   Congress  at   Montreal. 

39.  Affidavit  of  John  Germon,   interpreter,  to  Mesplet,  same   date,  con- 
lirming .  Hancock's   promise   to   pay   Mesplet's  expenses   to   Montreal. 

40.  Affidavit  of  Etienne  Fournier,  same  date,  certifying  to  the  vexatious 
treatment  of  Mesplet  at  Montreal. 

41.  Letter  from    Tho.   Miffin,  Philadelphia,   1st   April,   1785,    to    the  H^on. 
Mr.   Hardy,   of  Virginia,   at  New   York,   introducing  Mesplet. 

42.  Detailed   statement   of  Mesplet's  losses   and  expenses   as   printer  at 
Montreal    (not  dated). 

43.  Petition  from  Mesplet  to   Congress  complaining  that  tlie  $426   they 
voted  him  was  altogether  inadequate  to  cover  his  losses. 

E.  Extracts  from  the  registers  of   Notre    Dame  parish   church,  Montreal. 

44.  Birth    Josepte    Tison,    4    February,    1766     (afterwards    called    Marie 
Anne). 

45.  Death  of  Marie  Mirabeau,.  1st  wife  of  Mesplet,   1st   Sept.,    1789. 

46.  Marriage  of  Fleury  Mesplet  and  Marie  Anne  Tison,  13th  April,  1790. 

47.  Mesplet  godfather  to  his  brother-in-law  Fleury  Tison,  39th  Oct.,  1791. 

48.  Mesplet   godfather   to   Marie   Therese    Stringer,    30th   Oct.,    1791. 

49.  Death   of   Fleury   Mesplet,   24th  .January,    1794. 

50.  Deatli  of  Marie  Anne  Tison,  2nd  wife  of  Mesplet,  4th  Sept.,  1840. 

F.  Documents    from    the    Notarial    Archives    at    Court    house,    Montreal, 
Pierre   Mezieres,  notary. 

51.  Deed    of    compromise    between    C.    Berger   and    Mesplet    for    settling 
old  partnership  by  arbitrators,   dated  3rd  Nov.,   1789. 

52.  Extension  of  time  for  making  award,    16th  Nov.,   1784. 

53.  Award  of  arbitrators,  ^7th  Nov.,  1784. 

54.  Deed   of  settlement   with   bond   from   Mesplet   to   Berger,    29th   Dec, 
1784. 

55.  Power    of   attorney    from    Berger    to   Louis    Hardy   et    al,    to   collect 
amount  due  by  Mesplet. 

Francois   Leguay,  pere,   notary. 

56.  Bond  from  .Mesplet  to  Joseph   Marie  Desautels,   30th  Aug.,  1784. 

57.  Receipt  in  full  for  above  bond,  22nd  February,   1794. 

58.  Draft  of  a  deed  of  compromise  between   Mesplet  and  his   creditors, 
9th  July,  1785. 

59.  Desautels   declines   to   sign   above   deed   of  compromise    (not  dated). 

60.  List  of  Mesplet's  liabilities. 

61.  Bailiff's    sale   with    inventory    of   Mesplet's   effects,    21st    Nov.,    1785, 
and  following  days. 

A.    Foucher,   notary. 

62.  Lease  of  a  house  by  J.   B.  Tabau  to  Mesplet,   14th  April,  1788. 

John  Guillaume    Delisle,  notary. 

63.  Engagement  of  Alex.  Gunn  as  apprentice  by  Mesplet,  5th  Dec,  1789. 

64.  Marriage  contract  between  Fleury  Mesplet  and  Marie  Anne  Tison, 
11th  April,  1790. 
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65.  Bond  from  Mesplet  and  wife  to  Charles  LuBlgn&n,  20th  Dec.  17fO. 

66.  Intervention  of  J.  B.  TIson  guaranteeing  above  bond,  8th  Jany.,  17»I. 

67.  Discharge  of  above  bond,   11th  Dec,   1795. 

68.  Lease  of  a  house  by  widow  of  Ignace  Chenler  to  Mesplet*  2<tb 
March.  1793. 

69.  Bond  from  Mesplet  and  wife  to  J.  B.  Durocher,  26th  July,  179S. 

70.  Compromise  of  and  intervention  by  Tlson  In  above  bond.  11th 
Dec,   1795. 

71.  Transfer  of  above  bond  by  Durocher  to  Pierre  Hoiuet-Latottr. 
20th  March,  1797. 

72.  Discharge  of  above  bond  by  Pierre  Huguet-Latour,  22nd  Nov.  1797. 

73.  Inventory   of   Mesplefs   effects,    17-20   February,    1797. 

74.  Renunciation  by  Madam  Mesplet  of  participation  in  estate  of  her 
late  husband,  20th  February,  1794. 

75.  Sale  of  effects  of  Mesplet  estate,  24-27  February,  1794. 

76.  Power  of  attorney  from  L.  Hardy,  curator  of  estate  Mesplet  to 
Michel  Dubord,  18th  June,  1794. 

6.     Miscellaneous. 

77.  Extract  from  the  will  of  J.  B.  Tison  showing  legacy  to  ICaxie  Anne 
Tison   (widow  Mesplet,  27  Nov.,  1794). 

78.  Judgment  of  Court  of  Common  pleas  against  Mesplet  In  favour  of 
Desautels  for    £370   5s  5d,   22nd  July,   1785. 

79.  Extract  from  La  Gazette  Litt6raire  of  2nd  June,  1779,  an  article 
entitled  Tant  pis,  tant  mieux.  The  origin  of  the  idea  that  there  wa»  a 
newspaper  of  that  title. 

80.  Extract  from  the  m^moires  of  Laterrifire  giving  a  description  of 
Mesplet. 
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